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Amendments tabled since the last publication: NC11

SMART METERS BILL

NOTE

This document includes all amendments remaining before the Committee and
includes any withdrawn amendments at the end. The amendments have been
arranged in accordance with the Order of the Committee [21 November 2017].

 

Steve McCabe
Matt Western

1
Clause 1, page 1, line 4, leave out “1 November 2023” and insert “31 December

2020”
Member’s explanatory statement 
This amendment would reduce the proposed extension of powers to align them with the planned
completion of the smart meter rollout.

Steve McCabe
Matt Western

12
Clause 1, page 1, line 5, after “23”, insert “, except in relation to SMETS1 meters”. 

Member’s explanatory statement 
This amendment would exclude the rollout of SMETS1 meters from the extended licence. 
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Steve McCabe
Matt Western

2
Clause 1, page 1, line 9, leave out “1 November 2023” and insert “31 December

2020”
Member’s explanatory statement 
This amendment would reduce the proposed extension of powers to align them with the planned
completion of the smart meter rollout.

Steve McCabe
Matt Western

3
Clause 1, page 1, line 12, leave out “1 November 2023” and insert “31 December

2020”
Member’s explanatory statement 
This amendment would reduce the proposed extension of powers to align them with the planned
completion of the smart meter rollout.

Steve McCabe
Matt Western

6
Clause 1, page 1, line 12, at end insert—

“(c) in section 56FA(3) after “including”, insert—
“, the supply of such meters to energy companies, the disposal of

old or malfunctioning meters and”
Member’s explanatory statement 
This amendment would allow the Secretary of State by order to add ‘the supplying of smart meters
to energy companies’ and the ‘disposal of old or malfunctioning smart meters’ to the list of
licensable activities. 

Steve McCabe
Matt Western

4
Clause 1, page 1, line 16, leave out “1 November 2023” and insert “31 December

2020”
Member’s explanatory statement 
This amendment would reduce the proposed extension of powers to align them with the planned
completion of the smart meter rollout.

Steve McCabe
Matt Western

5
Clause 1, page 1, line 19, leave out “1 November 2023” and insert “31 December

2020”
Member’s explanatory statement 
This amendment would reduce the proposed extension of powers to align them with the planned
completion of the smart meter rollout.
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Steve McCabe
Matt Western

7
Clause 1, page 1, line 19, at end insert—

“(c) in section 41HA(3) after “including”, insert—
“, the supply of such meters to energy companies, the disposal of

old or malfunctioning meters and”
Member’s explanatory statement 
This amendment would allow the Secretary of State by order to add ‘the supplying of smart meters
to energy companies’ and the ‘disposal of old or malfunctioning smart meters’ to the list of
licensable activities. 

Dr Alan Whitehead
Thangam Debbonaire

13
Clause 1, page 1, line 21, at end insert—

“(4A) The provisions set out in subsections (2) and (3) do not allow the Secretary of
State to remove any licensable activities presently enabled in respect of smart
meter communications or other activities.”

Member’s explanatory statement 
This amendment prevents the Secretary of State from using the extension of these powers to remove
currently licensable activities. 

Steve McCabe
Matt Western

8
Clause 3, page 2, line 34, after “efficiently”, insert “, transparently”

Member’s explanatory statement 
This amendment would make it an objective of the smart meter communication licensee
administration to operate in a way which would allow the general public to be aware of his
functions.

Dr Alan Whitehead
Thangam Debbonaire

14
Clause 3, page 3, line 32, at end insert “within the context of the full services

offered by the DCC”. 
Member’s explanatory statement 
This amendment requires that any regulations about prioritisation of activities following the DCC
going into administration would have to take into account the context of the full services offered
by the DCC. 
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Dr Alan Whitehead
Thangam Debbonaire

20
 Clause 3, page 3, line 33, at end insert—

“(7) A statutory instrument containing regulations under this section may not be made
unless a draft of the instrument has been laid before and approved by a resolution
of each House of Parliament.”

Member’s explanatory statement 
This amendment would apply the affirmative procedure to regulations under Clause 3.

Dr Alan Whitehead
Thangam Debbonnaire

16
Clause 4, page 4, line 9, at end insert—

“(ba) in paragraph 33(3), for “negative” substitute “affirmative”
Member’s explanatory statement 
This amendment would apply the affirmative procedure to the use of provisions of Schedule 20 of
the Energy Act 2004 under this Act. 

Steve McCabe
Matt Western

10
Clause 6, page 5, line 20, at end insert—

“(aa) the public; and”
Member’s explanatory statement 
This amendment would require the Secretary of State to consult the public before making a
modification to particular or standard conditions of gas or electricity licences when these powers
are being used in connection with the smart meter communication licensee administration
provisions.

Steve McCabe
Matt Western

11
Clause 6, page 6, line 22, at end insert—

“(15) Prior to making modifications under this section the Secretary of State shall
commission an independent evaluation on the potential impact the modifications
available to the Secretary of State to secure funding of smcl administration could
have on consumer energy prices and shall lay the report of the evaluation before
each House of Parliament.”

Member’s explanatory statement 
This amendment would require that, before considering modifications to ensure funding of smcl
administration, the Secretary of State must seek independent evaluation of the impact such
modifications would have on consumer energy prices. 
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Richard Harrington
17

 Clause 11, page 9, line 19, at end insert—
“(2A) Sections (Modification of electricity codes etc: settlement using smart meter

information) to (Date from which modifications of electricity licence conditions
may have effect) come into force on such day as the Secretary of State may by
regulations appoint.

(2B) Regulations under subsection (2A) are to be made by statutory instrument.”
Member’s explanatory statement 
This amendment gives the Secretary of State power to bring NC8 to NC10 into force by
regulations.

NEW CLAUSES

Richard Harrington
NC8

 To move the following Clause—

“Modification of electricity codes etc: settlement using smart meter 
information

(1) The Gas and Electricity Markets Authority (“the Authority”) may—
(a) modify a document maintained in accordance with an electricity licence,

and
(b) modify an agreement that gives effect to such a document,

if the condition in subsection (2) is satisfied.
(2) The condition is that the Authority considers the modification necessary or

desirable for the purposes of enabling or requiring half-hourly electricity
imbalances to be calculated using information about customers’ actual
consumption of electricity on a half-hourly basis.

(3) The power to make modifications under this section includes—
(a) power to make provision about the determination of amounts payable in

connection with half-hourly electricity imbalances;
(b) power to remove or replace all of the provisions of a document or

agreement;
(c) power to make different provision for different purposes;
(d) power to make incidental, supplementary, consequential or transitional

modifications.
(4) A modification may not be made under this section after the end of the period of

5 years beginning with the day on which this section comes into force.
(5) In this section—

“balancing arrangements” means arrangements made by the transmission
system operator for the purposes of balancing the national transmission
system for Great Britain;

“electricity licence” means a licence under section 6(1) of the Electricity
Act 1989;

“half-hourly electricity imbalance” means the difference between the
amount of electricity consumed by an electricity supplier’s customers
during a half-hour period and the amount of electricity purchased by the
electricity supplier for delivery during that period, after taking into
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account any adjustments in connection with the supplier’s participation
in balancing arrangements;

“supply”, in relation to electricity, has the same meaning as in Part 1 of the
Electricity Act 1989 (see section 4(4) of that Act);

“transmission system” has the same meaning as in Part 1 of the Electricity
Act 1989 (see section 4(4) of that Act);

“transmission system operator” means the person operating the national
transmission system for Great Britain.”

Member’s explanatory statement 
This new clause gives Ofgem power to modify documents maintained in accordance with an
electricity licence, or agreements giving effect to such documents, so as to enable half-hourly
electricity imbalances to be calculated using information obtained from smart meters.

 

Richard Harrington
NC9

 To move the following Clause—

“Modification under section (Modification of electricity codes etc: settlement 
using smart meter information)

(1) Before making a modification under section (Modification of electricity codes
etc: settlement using smart meter information), the Gas and Electricity Markets
Authority (“the Authority”) must—

(a) publish a notice about the proposed modification,
(b) send a copy of the notice to the persons listed in subsection (2), and
(c) consider any representations made within the period specified in the

notice about the proposed modification or the date from which it would
take effect.

(2) The persons mentioned in subsection (1)(b) are—
(a) each relevant licence holder,
(b) the Secretary of State,
(c) Citizens Advice, 
(d) Citizens Advice Scotland, and
(e) such other persons as the Authority considers appropriate.

(3) The period specified under subsection (1)(c) must be a period of not less than 28
days beginning with the day on which the notice is published.

(4) A notice under subsection (1) must—
(a) state that the Authority proposes to make a modification,
(b) set out the proposed modification and its effect,
(c) specify the date from which the Authority proposes that the modification

will have effect, and
(d) state the reasons why the Authority proposes to make the modification.

(5) If, after complying with subsections (1) to (4) in relation to a modification, the
Authority decides to make a modification, it must publish a notice about the
decision.

(6) A notice under subsection (5) must—
(a) state that the Authority has decided to make the modification,
(b) set out the modification and its effect,
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(c) specify the date from which the modification has effect,
(d) state how the Authority has taken account of any representations made in

the period specified in the notice under subsection (1), and
(e) state the reason for any differences between the modification set out in

the notice and the proposed modification.
(7) A notice under this section about a modification or decision must be published in

such manner as the Authority considers appropriate for bringing it to the attention
of those likely to be affected by the making of the modification or decision.

(8) Sections 3A to 3D of the Electricity Act 1989 (principal objective and general
duties) apply in relation to the functions of the Authority under section
(Modification of electricity codes etc: settlement using smart meter information)
and this section with respect to modifications of documents maintained in
accordance with electricity licences, and agreements giving effect to such
documents, as they apply in relation to functions of the Authority under Part 1 of
that Act.

(9) For the purposes of subsections (1) to (10) of section 5A of the Utilities Act 2000
(duty of Authority to carry out impact assessment), a function exercisable by the
Authority under section (Modification of electricity codes etc: settlement using
smart meter information) is to be treated as if it were a function exercisable by it
under or by virtue of Part 1 of the Electricity Act 1989.

(10) The reference in subsection (8) to the functions of the Authority under section
(Modification of electricity codes etc: settlement using smart meter information)
includes a reference to the Authority’s functions under subsections (1) to (10) of
section 5A of the Utilities Act 2000 as applied by subsection (9).

(11) In this section—
“electricity licence” has the meaning given in section (Modification of

electricity codes etc: settlement using smart meter information);
“relevant licence holder” means, in relation to the modification of a

document maintained under an electricity licence or an agreement that
gives effect to such a document, the holder of a licence under which the
document is maintained.”

Member’s explanatory statement 
This new clause sets out the procedural requirements that apply to the exercise of the power under
NC8.

 

Richard Harrington
NC10

 To move the following Clause—

“Date from which modifications of electricity licence conditions may have 
effect

(1) The Electricity Act 1989 is amended in accordance with this section.
(2) In section 11A(9) (modifications of electricity licence conditions not to have

effect less than 56 days from publication of decision to modify), at the end insert
“, except as provided in section 11AA”.

(3) After that section insert—

“11AA Modification of conditions under section 11A: early effective date

(1) The date specified by virtue of section 11A(8) in relation to a
modification under that section may be less than 56 days from the
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publication of the decision to proceed with the making of the
modification if—

(a) the Authority considers it necessary or expedient for the
modification to have effect before the 56 days expire,

(b) the purpose condition is satisfied,
(c) the consultation condition is satisfied, and
(d) the time limit condition is satisfied.

(2) The purpose condition is that the Authority considers the modification
necessary or desirable for purposes described in section (Modification of
electricity codes etc: settlement using smart meter information)(2) of the
Smart Meters Act 2017 (enabling or requiring half-hourly electricity
imbalances to be calculated using information about customers’ actual
consumption of electricity on a half-hourly basis).

(3) The consultation condition is that the notice under section 11A(2)
relating to the modification—

(a) stated the date from which the Authority proposed that the
modification should have effect,

(b) stated the Authority’s reasons for proposing that the
modification should have effect from a date less than 56 days
from the publication of the decision to modify, and

(c) explained why, in the Authority’s view, that would not have a
material adverse effect on any licence holder.

(4) The time limit condition is that the specified date mentioned in
subsection (1) falls within the period of 5 years beginning on the day on
which section (Modification of electricity codes etc: settlement using
smart meter information) of the Smart Meters Act 2017 comes into
force.”

(4) In paragraph 2 of Schedule 5A (procedure for appeals under section 11C:
suspension of decision), after sub-paragraph (1) insert—

“(1A) In the case of an appeal against a decision of the Authority which
already has effect by virtue of section 11AA, the CMA may direct that
the modification that is the subject of the decision—

(a) ceases to have effect entirely or to such extent as may be
specified in the direction, and

(b) does not have effect, or does not have effect to the specified
extent, pending the determination of the appeal.””

Member’s explanatory statement 
This new clause allows licence modifications under NC8 to become effective before 56 days have
elapsed.
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Steve McCabe
Matt Western

NC1
To move the following Clause—

“Review of smart meter rollout targets
(1) Within 3 months of this Act coming in to force, the Secretary of State must

prepare and publish a report on the progress of the smart meter rollout and lay a
copy of the report before Parliament. 

(2) The report under subsection (1) shall consider—
(a) progress towards the 2020 completion target;
(b) smart meter installation cost;
(c) the number of meters operating in dummy mode;
(d) the overall cost to date of the DCC;
(e) the projected cost of the DCC; and
(f) such other matters as the Secretary of State considers appropriate.”

Member’s explanatory statement 
This new clause would require the Secretary of State to publish details about the cost and progress
of the smart meter roll out, with reference to the 2020 deadline. 

 

Steve McCabe
Matt Western

NC2
To move the following Clause—

“Review of public awareness levels and satisfaction with smart meter rollout
(1) Within 3 months of this Act coming into force, the Secretary of State shall

commission an independent review of current public awareness of smart meter
rollout and public satisfaction with the rollout.

(2) The report under subsection (1) shall consider—
(a) the effectiveness of consultation between industry and the public about

the rollout process;
(b) the awareness among vulnerable groups of smart meter rollout;
(c) the satisfaction of the public, in particular vulnerable groups and people

living in rural areas, with the information available on smart meter
rollout. 

(3) The Secretary of State must lay a copy of the report before Parliament and arrange
for an opportunity for the report to be debated within 6 weeks of the report being
laid.”

Member’s explanatory statement 
This new clause would require the Secretary of State to commission an independent review of
public awareness and satisfaction of smart meter rollout and for the review to be debated in the
House of Commons.
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Dr Alan Whitehead
Thangam Debbonaire

NC3
To move the following Clause—

“Ownership restrictions to successor licensees 
(1) The Secretary of State may impose conditions on to the future DCC successor

licensee as appropriate.
(2) Conditions in subsection (1) may include restrictions to British owned companies

subject to the expiry of any contrary obligations under EU or retained EU law, as
defined in the EU (Withdrawal) Act 2018.” 

Member’s explanatory statement 
This new clause allows the Secretary of State to restrict future DCC successor licensees to British
owned companies. 

 

Dr Alan Whitehead
Thangam Debbonaire

NC4
To move the following Clause—

“Conditions of extension of time for exercise of powers 
(1) Prior to making any directions during the extended time period provided for in

section 1, the Secretary of State shall commission a review which shall
consider—

(a) data access and privacy issues arising from the smart meter rollout,
(b) the benefits realised during the smart meter rollout and the scope for

greater benefits to be realised,
(c) the effectiveness of the policy framework for future smart metering

operations. 
(2) The Secretary shall lay the report of the review in subsection (1) before each

House of Parliament.” 
Member’s explanatory statement 
This new clause requires the Secretary of State to carry out a review of matters relating to the
current status of the smart meter rollout. 
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Dr Alan Whitehead
Thangam Debbonaire

NC5
To move the following Clause—

“Review: Use of powers to support technical development 
(1) Within 12 months of this Act coming into force, the Secretary of State shall

commission a review which shall consider how the extended use of powers
provided for in section 1 will support the technical development of smart meters,
with reference to—

(a) alternative solutions for Home Area Network connections where
premises are not able to access the HAN using existing connection
arrangements,

(b) hard to reach premises.
(2) The Secretary shall lay the report of the review in subsection (1) before each

House of Parliament.”
Member’s explanatory statement 
This new clause requires the Secretary of State to review how the extension of powers support
technical development of smart meters. 

 

Dr Alan Whitehead
Thangam Debbonaire

NC6
To move the following Clause—

“Review: Use of powers to support rollout of smart meters 
(1) Within 12 months of this Act coming into force, the Secretary of State shall

commission a review which shall consider how the extended use of powers
provided for in section 1 will support the rollout of smart meters, with reference
to—

(a) providing for efficient removal and disposal of old meters,
(b) reviewing the exemptions for smaller suppliers from a legally binding

requirement to roll out smart meters. 
(2) The Secretary of State shall lay the report of the review in subsection (1) before

each House of Parliament.” 
Member’s explanatory statement 
This new clause requires the Secretary of State to review how the extension of powers supports the
rollout of smart meters. 
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Dr Alan Whitehead
Thangam Debbonnaire

NC7
To move the following Clause—

“Review: smart meter installation rates
(1) The Secretary of State shall commission an annual review of attainment rates of

smart meter installation, this review must include—
(a) information on the total number of functioning smart meters at the end of

each attainment period, 
(b) analysis of any discrepancy between attainment numbers and total

functioning numbers. 
(2) The Secretary of State shall lay the report of the review in subsection (1) before

each House of Parliament.” 
Member’s explanatory statement 
This new clause requires the Secretary of State to review attainment rates annually. 

 

Steve McCabe
Matt Western

NC11
 To move the following Clause—

“Smart meter roll out cost benefit analysis
(1) Within one year of this Act coming into force, the Secretary of State shall lay a

report on the costs and benefits of the smart meter rollout before each House of
Parliament. 

(2) The report under subsection (1) must include an independent cost benefit analysis
of the smart meter rollout programme.”

 

Richard Harrington
18

 Title, line 2, leave out “and”
Member’s explanatory statement 
See the note to amendment 19.

Richard Harrington
19

 Title, line 3, at end insert “and to make provision enabling half-hourly electricity
imbalances to be calculated using information obtained from smart meters”
Member’s explanatory statement 
This amends the Bill’s long title so that it covers the provision about smart meters made by NC8
to NC10.
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ORDER OF THE HOUSE [24 OCTOBER 2017]

That the following provisions shall apply to the Smart Meters Bill:

Committal

1. The Bill shall be committed to a Public Bill Committee.

Proceedings in Public Bill Committee

2. Proceedings in the Public Bill Committee shall (so far as not previously
concluded) be brought to a conclusion on Thursday 30 November.

3. The Public Bill Committee shall have leave to sit twice on the first day on
which it meets.

Proceedings on Consideration and up to and including Third Reading

4. Proceedings on Consideration and any proceedings in legislative grand
committee shall (so far as not previously concluded) be brought to a
conclusion one hour before the moment of interruption on the day on which
proceedings on Consideration are commenced.

5. Proceedings on Third Reading shall (so far as not previously concluded) be
brought to a conclusion at the moment of interruption on that day.

6. Standing Order No. 83B (Programming committees) shall not apply to
proceedings on Consideration and up to and including Third Reading.

Other proceedings

7. Any other proceedings on the Bill may be programmed.
 

ORDER OF THE COMMITTEE [21 NOVEMBER 2017]

That—
(1) the Committee shall (in addition to its first meeting at 9.25 am on Tuesday 21

November) meet—
(a) at 2.00 pm on Tuesday 21 November;
(b) at 11.30 am and 2.00 pm on Thursday 23 November;
(c) at 9.25 am and 2.00 pm on Tuesday 28 November;
(d) at 11.30 am and 2.00 pm on Thursday 30 November;

(2) the Committee shall hear oral evidence in accordance with the following
Table:

TABLE

Date Time Witness

Tuesday 21 
November

Until no later than 
10.10 am

Energy UK; Utilita

Tuesday 21 
November

Until no later than 
10.40 am

Ofgem; Data Communications 
Company

Tuesday 21 
November

Until no later than 
2.45 pm

Secure Meters; Trilliant

Tuesday 21 
November

Until no later than 
3.15 pm

Smart Energy GB; Citizens 
Advice Bureau
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(3) proceedings on consideration of the Bill in Committee shall be taken in the
following order: Clauses 1 to 11; new Clauses; new Schedules; remaining
proceedings on the Bill;

(4) the proceedings shall (so far as not previously concluded) be brought to a
conclusion at 5.00 pm on Thursday 30 November.

 

NOTICES WITHDRAWN

The following Notices were withdrawn on Tuesday 21 November:

15

The following Notices were withdrawn on Wednesday 22 November:

9
 

Tuesday 21 
November

Until no later than 
3.45 pm

Dr Richard Fitton, University of 
Salford; Dr Sarah Darby, 
Environmental Change Institute, 
University of Oxford

Date Time Witness


