
Committee Stage: Tuesday 14 December 2021

Commercial Rent (Coronavirus) Bill
(Committee Stage Decisions)

This document sets out the fate of each clause, schedule, amendment and new clause considered at

committee stage. A glossary with key terms can be found at the end of this document.

First to Fourth Sittings

FIRST AND SECOND SITTINGS

Agreed toPaul Scully

That—

(1) the Committee shall (in addition to its first meeting at 9.25 am on Tuesday 7 
December) meet—

(a) at 2.00 pm on Tuesday 7 December;

(b) at 11.30 am and 2.00 pm on Thursday 9 December;

(c) at 9.25 am and 2.00 pm on Tuesday 14 December;

(d) at 11.30 am and 2.00 pm on Thursday 16 December;

(2) the Committee shall hear oral evidence in accordance with the following Table;

(3) proceedings on consideration of the Bill in Committee shall be taken in the 
following order: Clauses 1 to 22; Schedule 1; Clause 23; Schedule 2; Clauses 24 to 26; 
Schedule 3; Clauses 27 to 30; new Clauses; new Schedules; remaining proceedings on 
the Bill;

Date Time Witness

Tuesday 7 December Until no later than 
10.10 am

UKHospitality; British Retail Consortium

Tuesday 7 December Until no later than 
10.55 am

British Property Federation; Lightstone 
Properties

Tuesday 7 December Until no later than 
11.25 am

Chartered Institute of Arbitrators

Tuesday 7 December Until no later than 
3.00 pm

ukactive; Federation of Small Businesses;
British Independent Retailers Association
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(4) the proceedings shall (so far as not previously concluded) be brought to a conclusion 
at 5.00 pm on Thursday 16 December.

Agreed toPaul Scully

That, subject to the discretion of the Chair, any written evidence received by the 
Committee shall be reported to the House for publication

Agreed toPaul Scully

That, at this and any subsequent meeting at which oral evidence is to be heard, the 
Committee shall sit in private until the witnesses are admitted.
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The following Witnesses gave oral evidence:

Kate Nicholls OBE, Chief Executive, UKHospitality; Dominic Curran, Policy Adviser 
(Property), British Retail Consortium

Melanie Leech CBE, Chief Executive, British Property Federation; Astrid Cruikshank, 
Director, Lightstone Properties

 Lewis Johnston, Assistant Director of Policy and External Affairs, Chartered Institute of 
Arbitrators

 Jack Shakespeare, Director of Research, Policy and Communications, UK Active; Andrew 
Goodacre, CEO, British Independent Retailers Association; Martin McTeague, National 
Vice Chair, Federation of Small Businesses

THIRD SITTING

Clauses 1 to 7 agreed to.

Withdrawn after debate 1Seema Malhotra
Ruth Cadbury

Clause 8, page 6, line 25, at end insert—

“(2A) The Secretary of State must by regulation specify the meaning of 
“qualifications” and “experience” for the purpose of this section.”

Clause agreed to.

Withdrawn after debate 2Seema Malhotra
Ruth Cadbury

Clause 9, page 7, line 11, leave out subsection (4) and insert—

“(4) A statutory instrument containing regulations under subsection (3) may 
not be made unless a draft has been laid before and approved by 
resolution of each House of Parliament.”

Not called 3Seema Malhotra
Ruth Cadbury

Clause 9, page 7, line 12, at end insert—
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“(4A) The Secretary of State must prepare and publish a report giving reasons 
for any extension of the period mentioned in subsection (2) and must lay 
a copy before Parliament.”

Clause agreed to.

Clauses 10 to 12 agreed to.

Agreed toCraig Whittaker

That, the Order of the Committee on Tuesday 7 December be amended, in paragraph 
1(b), by leaving out “and 2.00pm”.

FOURTH SITTING

Clauses 13 to 18 agreed to.

Negatived on division 4Seema Malhotra
Ruth Cadbury

Clause 19, page 12, line 6, leave out “may” and insert “must”

Not called 5Seema Malhotra
Ruth Cadbury

Clause 19, page 12, line 8, after “question” insert “and having regard to the accessibility 
and affordability of the arbitration process.”

Clause agreed to.

Clause 20 agreed to.
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Withdrawn after debate 6Seema Malhotra
Ruth Cadbury

Clause 21, page 13, line 3, leave out “may” and insert “must”

Not called 7Seema Malhotra
Ruth Cadbury

Clause 21, page 13, line 6, at end insert—

“(1A) Guidance issued under subsection (1)(a) shall provide further 
information as to how arbitrators should assess “viability” and over what 
timescale for the purposes of section 16.”

Clause agreed to.

Clause 22 agreed to.

Schedule 1 agreed to.

Clause 23 agreed to.

Not called 8Seema Malhotra
Ruth Cadbury

Schedule 2, page 19, line 3, at end insert “whether against the tenant or a person who 
has guaranteed the obligations of the tenant”

Schedule agreed to.

Clauses 24 to 26 agreed to.

Schedule 3 agreed to.

Clauses 27 to 30 agreed to.

Not called NC1Seema Malhotra
Ruth Cadbury

To move the following Clause—

“Review of awards

(1) The Secretary of State must no later than three months following the day 
on which this Act is passed conduct a review to assess whether sections 15 
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and 16 of this Act have been interpreted consistently by approved 
arbitration bodies.

(2) In conducting a review under subsection (1), the Secretary of State shall 
have regard to published awards. 

(3) If a review under subsection (1) identifies material inconsistencies in the 
interpretation of sections 15 and 16 of this Act, the Secretary of State 
must issue further guidance or amend existing current guidance to 
arbitrators about the exercise of their functions under the Act.”

 

Bill to be reported.

Glossary 

Added: New Clause agreed without a vote 
and added to the Bill.

Agreed to: agreed without a vote.

Agreed to on division: agreed following a 
vote.

Negatived: rejected without a vote.

Negatived on division: rejected following a 
vote.

Not called: debated in a group of amendments, but 
not put to a decision.

Not moved: not debated or put to a decision.

Question proposed: debate underway but not 
concluded.

Withdrawn after debate: moved and debated but 
then withdrawn, so not put to a decision.

Not selected: not chosen for debate by the Chair.


