
NON-DOMESTIC RATING (PUBLIC LAVATORIES) BILL 

DELEGATED POWERS MEMORANDUM BY THE MINISTRY OF 
HOUSING, COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Introduction 

1. This memorandum has been prepared for the Delegated Powers and Regulatory 
Reform Committee to assist with its scrutiny of the Non-Domestic Rating (Public 
Lavatories) Bill (“the Bill”). The Bill will be introduced in the House of Lords on 18 
June 2019. This memorandum identifies the provision of the Bill that confer powers to 
make delegated legislation. It explains why the power has been taken and explains 
the nature of, and the reason for, the procedure selected. 

Purpose and effect of the Bill 

2. All non-domestic properties, publicly or privately owned, are liable for non-domestic 
rates (otherwise known as “business rates”), unless they have been specifically 
exempted or otherwise removed from liability to business rates. This includes public 
lavatories. 

 

3. Public lavatories are valuable community amenities, particularly in town centres and 
areas with high numbers of visitors. There has been concern from local authorities, 
Members of Parliament, local organisations and members of the public about the rate 
at which public lavatories have been closing.  

 

4. At Budget 2018, the Chancellor committed to introduce a 100% relief for public 
lavatories. The relief will not apply to toilets of a larger unit of rateable property (a 
“hereditament”), for example, toilets in public libraries. 

 

5. The Bill delivers on that commitment and will help reduce the cost of running public 
lavatories. It amends Part 3 of the Local Government Finance Act 1988 to ensure 
that, in relation to an eligible hereditament which consists wholly or mainly of a public 
lavatory, the chargeable amount will be zero. This provides, in effect, a 100% 
mandatory relief for eligible public lavatories. 

Delegated Power 

Clause 3: Extent, commencement and short title 

Power conferred on: Secretary of State  

Power exercised by: Regulations made by statutory instrument 

Parliamentary Procedure: None 



6. Clause 3(2) contains a standard power to bring clauses 1 and 2 of the Bill into force 
by commencement regulations. As is usual with such commencement powers, it is 
not subject to any Parliamentary procedure. 
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