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TO

Provide for the training of health professionals and for the involvement of patients and
the general public in the decision-making processes of the National Health Service;
and to provide mechanisms for the regulation of training and public involvement.

E IT ENACTED by the Queen�s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the advice and
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present

Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:� 

1 Patient representation on NHS Trusts

(1) NHS trusts established under section 5 of the National Health Service and
Community Care Act 1990 (c. 19) shall include in their membership two
persons, as non-executive directors, who shall have a specific responsibility for
ensuring that patients are involved in decisions relating to the care they receive
and that complaint and decision-making procedures are transparent to
patients.

(2) The Secretary of State shall make regulations giving effect to the requirement
of subsection (1), including transitional arrangements.

(3) Regulations made under subsection (2) shall be subject to annulment in
pursuance of a resolution of either House of Parliament.

2 Continuing training for health care professionals

(1) Within six months of its first meeting, the Council for the Regulation of the
Health Care Professions (the �Council�) shall, in consultation with each of the
regulatory bodies and with the Secretary of State, conduct a review of the
adequacy of the arrangements in each health care profession�

(a) for ensuring that all health care profesionals have regular training to
update their skills and working methods throughout their careers, and

(b) for disciplining, within a reasonable period of time, any health care
professional who fails to take part in such training or falls below
standards of knowledge and practice required in such training.

(2) If, in consequence of the review, the Council considers that the   arrangements
in any health care profession are inadequate, it may direct the relevant
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regulatory body to make specified changes in its rules (under any power the
body has to do so) to remedy the deficiency.

(3) A regulatory body must comply with directions given by the Council under
subsection (2).

(4) In this section �regulatory body� and �regulatory bodies� have the meaning
given in section 23(2) of the National Health Service Reform and Health Care
Professions Act 2002.

3 Financial provision

There shall be paid out of money provided by Parliament any increase attributable to
this Act in the sums payable out of money so provided by virtue of any other Act.

4 Short title and extent

(1) This Act may be cited as the Health Reform (Education and Public
Involvement) Act 2002.

(2) This Act extends to England and Wales only.
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