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Require local authorities to provide a designated number of permanent sites for
the traveller community; tomake additional provision in relation to the powers
available to local authorities in relation to unauthorised development of green
belt and greenfield land; and for connected purposes.

Be it enacted by theQueen’smost ExcellentMajesty, by andwith the advice and
consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this present

Parliament assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows:—

1 Duty to facilitate site provision

It shall be the duty of every local authority, being a district council, the council
of a metropolitan district or London Borough or unitary authority, to exercise
its powers under section 24 of the Caravan Sites and Control of Development
Act 1960 (c. 62) (Provision of caravan sites) so far asmaybenecessary to provide 5
or facilitate the provision of adequate and suitable accommodation for
travellers and gypsies residing in or resorting to their area.

2 Targets for site provision

(1) Any regional planning guidance issued by the Secretary of State must allocate
adequate and suitable provision for travellers and gypsies to be included in the 10
Development Plans issued by local authorities under Part II of the Town and
Country Planning Act 1990 (c. 8).

(2) The allocation of provision in subsection (1) shall take account of local need,
forecast inward migration, existing commitments in respect of provision, and
the capacity of local infrastructure to accommodate increased provision. 15

(3) The provision under subsection (1) may be provided by public or private
sector sites.
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3 Injunctions restraining breaches of planning control

Section 187B of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 is amended by
inserting after subsection (2) the following—

“(2A) An injunction shall be issued on a person known or unknown, who is
the owner, developer, or occupier of land, if an actual breach of 5
planning control has taken place in respect of green belt or greenfield
land or if the local planning authority believes that an actual, further, or
apprehended breach of planning control is likely to take place in respect
of such land.

(2B) 10An injunction issued under subsection (2A) shall be registered at the
Land Registry.

(2C) A notice may be placed on the land when an injunction has been
issued.”

4 Amendments to the Town and Country Planning Act 1990

15The Town and Country Planing Act 1990 is amended by inserting after section
215 the following new sections—

“215A Notice to remedy
(1) If it appears to the local planning authority that unauthorised

development has taken place on land in the green belt or greenfield land
in its areawhich has caused significant harm, it may serve on the owner 20
or occupier of the land a notice to remedy (a “notice”) under this section.

(2) The Secretary of State shall issue a Code of Practice stating those
activities that constitute unauthorised development or significant harm
for the purposes of subsection (1) above.

(3) 25A notice served under subsection (1) above shall require such steps for
remedying the condition of the land as may be specified in the notice to
be taken within such period as may be specified.

(4) A notice may be served on a person whose identity is unknown to the
local planning authority.

(5) 30A notice may be served in respect of unauthorised development
undertaken by or on behalf of travellers and gypsies provided that the
council has made the necessary provision of accommodation required
under section 1 above.

(6) A notice must be complied with regardless of whether an application
for planning permission in respect of the land is subsequently made. 35

(7) A notice may be registered at the Land Registry.

215B Powers of local planning authorities in respect of unauthorised
development in the green belt or on greenfield land

(1) The provisions of this section shall have effect where a notice to remedy
has been served under section 215A. 40

(2) If any owner, developer, or occupier of the land on whom a notice was
served fails to take steps required by the notice within the period
specified in it for compliance with it, he shall be guilty of an offence and
liable on summary conviction to a fine not exceeding level 3 on the
standard scale. 45
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(3) If within the period specified in a notice any owner or occupier of the
land on whom a notice was served has failed to take steps required by
the notice, any person or persons duly authorised in writing by a local
planning authority may enter any such land for the purpose of taking
those steps. 5

(4) Any expenses incurred under subsection (3) may be recovered from the
owner, developer, or occupier of the land.

(5) Section 6 of the Local Land Charges Act 1975 (Local authority’s right to
register a general charge against land in certain circumstances) shall
apply to any work carried out by a local planning authority under 10
subsection (3) above.

5 Definitions

In this Act—
“travellers and gypsies” means persons of nomadic habit who wander
or travel for the purposes of making or seeking their livelihood, 15
whatever their race or origin, but does not include members of an
organised group of travelling showmen or persons engaged in
travelling circuses, travelling together as such.
“local planning authorities” have the same meaning as in Part 1 of the
Town and Country Planning Act 1990. 20
“green belt” means land identified in the development plan for the
district as part of a green belt.
“greenfield land” means “land outside of urban or other built-up areas
not subject to previous development and not allocated for any type of
development, other than agriculture, forestry or open recreational uses 25
in any statutory development plans”.
“significant harm” means any harm which is caused to green belt or
greenfield land by reason of inappropriate development which is not
one of the exceptional forms of development or uses that may be
acceptable in the green belt as defined in PPG2, (Green Belts), and 30
relevant statutory development plans, and includes—

the deposit of hard core and formation of areas of hard standing,
the siting of caravans on land and their use for residential or
commercial purposes,

35the erection of buildings,
the formation of earth mounds,
the storage of vehicles, and
use for industrial purposes.

“public sector sites” means sites provided, owned and maintained by a
local authority. 40
“private sector sites” means all sites which are not public sector sites.

6 Money

Expenditure of the Secretary of State in consequence of this Act shall be paid out of
money provided by Parliament.
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7 Citation and extent

(1) This Act may be cited as the Greenbelt Protection Act 2003.

(2) This Act extends to England only.
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