
EXPLANATORY NOTE FOR THE BUSINESS OF THE HOUSE (SECTION 13(1)(b) OF 
THE EUROPEAN UNION (WITHDRAWAL) ACT 2018) (NO. 2) MOTION 
  
This note provides an explanation of the provisions of the Business of the House 
(Section 13(1)(b) of the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018) (No. 2) motion. In 
general terms, the motion governs the arrangements for the continuation of the 
debate (as paused on 10 December 2018) and decision on what is commonly referred 
to in Parliament as the “meaningful vote” as provided for by Section 13(1)(b) of the 
European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018. The motion amends the original business 
motion for the debate (now referred to as the Order of the House of 4 December 
2018). Under the terms of paragraph (9) of that Order, the question on this motion 
must be put forthwith. 
  
Paragraph 1 of the motion updates the sitting arrangements and provides for a further 
five days of debate (Wednesday 9, Thursday 10, Friday 11, Monday 14 and Tuesday 15 
January). 
  
Paragraph 2 of the motion ensures that on Wednesday 9 January the House has eight 
hours of protected time from commencement of proceedings on the Business of the 
House motion. 
  
Paragraph 3 of the motion ensures that on Thursday 10 January and Monday 14 
January the House has eight hours of protected debating time on the EU withdrawal 
motion. On Friday 11 January and Tuesday 15 January the House will continue the 
debate until the normal hours under Standing Orders (2.30pm and 7.00pm 
respectively). 
  
Paragraph 4 of the motion removes any restrictions on the Speaker with regard to the 
number of amendments that he can select for decision on the final day of the debate. 
  
Paragraph 5 of the motion ensures that the Speaker can interrupt proceedings at 7.00 
pm on Tuesday 15 January in order to put any questions for decision in accordance 
with the Order of the House. 
  
Paragraph 6 of the motion allows the Speaker to call a Member to speak twice in the 
debate without the leave of the House. For example, if a Member spoke in December 
and wishes to speak again over the coming days the Speaker would, if he chose to, be 
able to call that Member without requiring the leave of the House to do so. 
  
The full effect of these changes on the Order of the House of 4 December 2018 is 
shown below. 
  



Order of the House of 4 December 2018, as amended by the new business motion 
(new text is underlined) 
 
Ordered, That the following provisions shall have effect. 
 
Sitting arrangements 
 
(1) In this Order— 
 

‘European Union withdrawal motion’ means a motion in the name of a Minister 
of the Crown under Section 13(1)(b) of the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 
2018; and 
 
‘allotted day’ means a day on which the first Government business is the 
European Union withdrawal motion. 

 
(2) The allotted days shall be Tuesday 4 December, Wednesday 5 December, Thursday 
6 December, Monday 10 December and Tuesday 11 December. 
 
(2A) The House shall sit on Friday 11 January. 

  
(2B) The allotted days shall be Tuesday 4 December, Wednesday 5 December, 
Thursday 6 December, Monday 10 December, Wednesday 9 January, Thursday 10 
January, Friday 11 January, Monday 14 January and Tuesday 15 January. 
  
(3) On this day and the fifth allotted day, proceedings on the European Union 
withdrawal motion may be proceeded with for up to eight hours from the 
commencement of proceedings on the Business of the House (Section 13(1)(b) of the 
European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018) motion a Business of the House (Section 
13(1)(b) of the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018) motion. 
 
(4) On the second, third and fourth , fourth, sixth and eighth allotted days, 
proceedings on the European Union withdrawal motion may be proceeded with for 
up to eight hours from the commencement of proceedings on the European Union 
withdrawal motion. 
 
Decisions on any amendments 
 
(5) No amendment to the European Union withdrawal motion may be selected before 
the final allotted day. 
 
(6) In respect of the European Union withdrawal motion, the Speaker may select up to 
six amendments any number of amendments of which notice has been given. 



 
(7) If, on the final allotted day, an amendment to the European Union withdrawal 
motion has been disposed of at or after the moment of interruption, any further 
amendments selected by the Speaker in accordance with the provisions of paragraph 
6 of this Order may be moved, and the questions thereon shall be put forthwith. 
  
(7) On the final allotted day, the Speaker shall put the questions necessary to dispose 
of proceedings on the European Union withdrawal motion at 7.00 pm; and such 
questions shall include the questions on any amendments selected by the Speaker in 
accordance with the provisions of paragraph 6 of this Order which may then be 
moved. 
 
(8) Questions under this Order may be put after the moment of interruption; and 
Standing Order No. 41A (Deferred divisions) shall not apply. 
 
General 
 
(9) No motion to vary or supplement the provisions of this Order shall be made except 
by a Minister of the Crown; and the question on any such motion shall be put 
forthwith. 
  
(9A) Notwithstanding the practice of this House, a Member may be called to speak 
twice to the Question on the European Union withdrawal motion without the leave of 
the House. 
 
(10) On an allotted day— 
 

(a) no Emergency Debate shall be taken in accordance with Standing Order No. 
24; 
 
(b) no dilatory motion shall be made in relation to the proceedings on the 
European Union withdrawal motion except by a Minister of the Crown; and the 
question on any such motion shall be put forthwith; 
 
(c) no motion shall be proposed under Standing Order No. 36 (Closure of 
debate) except by a Minister of the Crown; and 
 
(d) no motion shall be proposed that the question be not now put. 

 
(11) The provisions of Standing Order No. 24B (Amendments to motions to consider 
specified matters) shall not apply in respect of any motion tabled by a Minister of the 
Crown pursuant to any provision of Section 13 of the European Union (Withdrawal) 
Act 2018. 



 
 
 
 
Leader of the House of Commons 
8 January 2019 


