Tuesday 7 November 2017

PRIVATE BUSINESS
The notice below contains information relating to Private Business. Private legislation is
legislation of a special kind for conferring particular powers or benefits on specific
individuals or organisations rather than the general population. Private Business can be
considered either in Committees or on the floor of the House.
For more information on Private Business please see the relevant section of Parliament’s
website: http://www.parliament.uk/about/how/laws/bills/private/.
11.30am Prayers
Followed by

PRIVATE BUSINESS FOR TUESDAY 7 NOVEMBER 2017
The Chairman of Ways and Means
STANDING ORDERS (PRIVATE BUSINESS): That the Amendments to Standing Orders
relating to Private Business set out in the Schedule be made.
SCHEDULE
1. Definitions. (HL 1)
Line 81, after “metres”, insert new paragraph:
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“References in any standing order to the submission of a petition against a bill is a
petition submitted electronically, by post or in person, received within the
prescribed time.”
1A. Deposit of documents etc. at offices of government departments and public
bodies. (HL 1A)
New title: 1A. Deposit and delivery of documents etc. at offices of government
departments and public bodies. (HL 1A)
Leave out paragraphs 2 and 3 and insert:
“(2) The deposit or delivery of any such document may be made in readily
accessible electronic form, with the agreement of the recipient.
(3) Where an electronic version has been deposited or delivered, the promoters
shall inform the recipient that a hard copy is available on request, and, if desired
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such copies shall be provided within a reasonable time.
(4) In paragraph (1) above"document" includes any bill, plan, section, book of reference, ordnance
map, environmental or other statement or estimate;
"the list" means the list which, for the purposes of this order, is compiled and
maintained by the Private Bill Office under the direction of the Chairman of
Ways and Means.
(5) The provisions of these orders which contain such references as are mentioned
in paragraph (1) above are—
(a) Standing Order 27(6),
(b) Standing Order 27A(1),
(c) Standing Order 29,
(d) Standing Order 30,
(e) Standing Order 30A(1),
(f) Standing Order 31,
(g) Standing Order 32,
(h) Standing Order 33,
(i) Standing Order 34,
(j) Standing Order 35,
(k) Standing Order 36,
(l) Standing Order 37,
(m) Standing Order 39,
(n) Standing Order 41,
(o) Standing Order 42,
(p) Standing Order 43,
(q) Standing Order 44,
(r) Standing Order 45(3), and
(s) Standing Order 47(1).”
4. Contents of notice. (HL 4)
Line 18, leave out “deposit of a petition in” and insert “the submission of a
petition to”.
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Line 21, leave out “deposit” and insert “submission”.
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Line 22, after “promoters” insert “, and give the appropriate website and contact
details”.
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4A. Copies of bill to be made available. (HL 4A)
Line 4, leave out “and” and insert “. It shall be sufficient compliance with this
paragraph if the promoters supply copies without additional charge by post or
electronically, as requested and within a reasonable time. Copies shall also be
made available for inspection and sale on the same basis—“
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11. Publication of notice in the Gazette. (HL 11)
Line 5, leave out “deposit” and insert “submission”.
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Line 7, leave out “deposit” and insert “submission”.
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27. Deposit of plan, book of reference, and section, etc. (HL 27)
Line 29, after “commenced.” insert new paragraph:
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“Such documents may be deposited, if the officer agrees, in electronic form.”
Line 39, leave out paragraph 4 and insert:
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“(4) Any deposit made under this Standing Order shall be accompanied by a
schedule of documents listing the documents so deposited.
(5) The proper officer or chief executive of the council of each county,
metropolitan district, or London borough or (in Wales) each county or county
borough or (in Scotland) each local government area, shall record on a copy of the
schedule of documents deposited the date and hour when it was lodged at his
office, and shall at all reasonable hours of the day permit any person to inspect
such documents and to obtain copies thereof or extracts therefrom. It shall be
sufficient compliance with this paragraph if there is provided to that person, on
request and within reasonable time, copies of so much of the document as the
person may reasonably require, and such copies may, if the person so agrees, be
provided in electronic form.”
Paragraphs 5, 6 and 7 are renumbered accordingly.
27A. Environmental assessment. (HL 27A)
Leave out paragraphs 1 to 8 and insert:
“(1) Subject to paragraph (10) below, in the case of a bill authorising the carrying
out of works the nature and extent of which are specified in the bill on land so
specified, there shall be deposited on or before 4th December with the Private Bill
Office and the public departments at which copies of the bill are required to be
deposited under Standing Order 39 (Deposit of copies of bills at Treasury and
other public departments, etc.), either—
(a) a copy or copies (as specified by paragraph (3) below) of an
environmental statement containing, in relation to the works authorised by
the bill:
(i) the information specified in paragraph (2), and
(ii) a report which identifies, describes and evaluates reasonable

11

3

4

PRIVATE BUSINESS

alternatives to the works authorised by the bill, taking into account the
objectives and geographical scope of the bill; or
(b) a copy or copies (as so specified) of a direction by the Secretary of State
that no such statement is necessary in relation to the works authorised by the
bill.
(2) The information referred to in paragraph (1)(a)(i) is
(a) the information referred to in regulation 18(3)(a) to (e) and (4)(b) of the
Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations
2017 (S.I. 2017/571) (referred to below as "the EIA Regulations"), together
with any additional information specified in Schedule 4 to the EIA
Regulations which is relevant to the specific characteristics of the works
authorised by the bill and to the environmental features likely to be
significantly affected, or
(b) such of the information mentioned in paragraph (a) as the Secretary of
State may in any particular case direct.
(3) Copies shall be deposited in accordance with Standing Order 1A.
(4) An environmental statement deposited under this order shall be prepared by
persons who have sufficient expertise to ensure the completeness and quality of
the statement and shall take into account the matters referred to in regulation
18(4)(c) of the EIA Regulations.
(5) Where any such works authorised by a bill relate to two or more distinct
projects each project may be treated separately for the purposes of paragraphs (1)
and (2) above: and the references in those paragraphs to the works authorised by
the bill shall accordingly be construed, where the paragraph applies separately to
each project, as references to the works comprised in that project.
(6) Notwithstanding any direction given as mentioned in paragraph (2)(b) above,
any environmental statement of which copies are deposited under this order shall
contain the summary (referred to below as "the non-technical summary") required
by regulation 18(3)(e) of, and paragraph 9 of Schedule 4 to, the EIA Regulations.
(7) Where the Secretary of State has given a direction as mentioned in paragraph
(2)(b) above, a copy of the direction shall be deposited with every copy of the
environmental statement deposited under this order; and every copy of a direction
so deposited or deposited under paragraph (1)(b) above shall be accompanied by a
statement by the Secretary of State of his reasons for giving the direction.
(8) Copies of every environmental statement deposited under this order shall be
made available for inspection, and for sale at a reasonable price, on and after 4th
December, at the offices at which copies of the bill are required to be made
available under Standing Order 4A (Copies of bill to be made available); and there
shall also be made available separately on and after that date at those offices, for
inspection and for sale at a reasonable price, copies of the non-technical summary.
It shall be sufficient compliance with this paragraph if the promoters make copies
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of the environmental statement and non-technical summary available for
inspection in electronic form and supply copies without additional charge by post
or electronically, as requested and within a reasonable time.
(9) References in this order to any provision of the EIA Regulations are references
to that provision as amended from time to time and include references to the
corresponding provision of any regulations which re-enact the EIA Regulations,
with or without amendment.
(10) This order does not require the deposit of copies of an environmental
statement in relation to any works for which planning permission has been
granted.”
35. Deposit of copy of plan, etc., in certain cases with Commissioner of Police.
(HL 35)
Line 4, leave out “at the office of the Commissioner of Police of the Metropolis”
and insert “in accordance with Standing Order 1A”.
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36. Deposit of copy of plan, etc., in certain cases with certain local authorities.
(HL 36)
Leave out Standing Order and insert:

13

“(1) In the case of a bill in respect of which a plan, or a plan and section, and a
book of reference are required by Standing Order 27 (Deposit of plan, book of
reference, and section, etc) to be deposited, a copy of so much of the said plan, or
plan and section, as relates to any of the areas specified in Standing Order 1A, and
a copy of so much of the book of reference as relates to such area, shall—
(a) on or before 20th November, be deposited for public inspection with the
officers of each local authority, and in the manner specified in Standing
Order 1A, or
(b) be sent by registered post to any such officer, and if so sent shall be
posted on or before 17th November.
(2) The officer of each local authority with whom any such document is so
deposited shall—
(a) permit any person at all reasonable hours of the day to inspect it, and
(b) provide copies of so much of the document as the person may reasonably
require. Such copies may, if the person so agrees, be provided in electronic
form.”
39. Deposit of copies of bills (HL 39)
Line 1, leave out “printed”.
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41. Delivery of copies of certain bills to highway authorities. (HL 41)
Line 1, leave out “printed”.

15

Line 3, leave out from “plan,” to end and insert:
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“shall—
(a) be delivered on or before 4th December, or
(b) be sent by registered post, having been posted on or before 1st
December,
to the recipient or recipients specified in Standing Order 1A.”
42. Delivery of copies of bills affecting watercourses to Environment Agency.
(HL 42)
Line 1, leave out “printed”.
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43. Delivery of copies of bills affecting rivers or estuaries to Environment Agency.
(HL 43)
Line 1, leave out “printed”.
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44. Delivery of copies of certain bills to local authorities. (HL 44)
Line 6, leave out “printed”.
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Line 7, leave out from “applies,” to end of paragraph and insert:
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“shall—
(a) be delivered on or before 11th December, or
(b) be sent by registered post, having been posted on or before 8th
December,
to the recipient or recipients specified in Standing Order 1A.”
90. Jurisdiction of Court of Referees. (HL 114)
Line 2, leave out “be heard upon such petitions” and insert “have such petitions
considered”.
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91A. Right of audience before Court of Referees.
Leave out paragraph and insert:
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“A petitioner against a private bill shall be entitled to be heard before the Court
of Referees by himself, his counsel, parliamentary agents, or representatives in
support of his right to have his petition considered by the committee and the
promoters of the bill shall be entitled to be heard by themselves, their counsel or
agents in opposition thereto; but not more than one counsel shall appear before
the Court in support of a right to have a petition considered, or in opposition
thereto.”
91B. Right of Members of Parliament to have petition considered. (New HL 117A)
After Standing Order 91A insert new Standing Order:
“Any Members of Parliament whose constituencies are directly affected by the
works proposed by a Bill shall be permitted to have their petition against the Bill
considered by the committee.”
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92. Competition to be a ground of locus standi.
New title: Competition to be a ground to have petition considered.
Leave out paragraph and insert:
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“It shall be competent to the Court of Referees, if it thinks fit, to permit
petitioners to have their petitions against a private bill considered by the
committee, on the ground of competition.”
93. Locus standi of companies, etc. (HL 115)
New title: Right of members of companies, etc, to have petition considered.
(HL 115)
Line 2, leave out “members thereof shall not be entitled to be heard before the
committee against the bill, unless” and insert “the committee shall not consider
petitions by its members, unless”.
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Line 9, leave out “be heard” and insert “have their petition considered”.
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95. Power of Court of Referees to allow locus standi to associations, etc. (HL 117)
New title: Power of Court of Referees to allow associations, etc., to have petition
considered. (HL 117)
Line 4, leave out “admit the petitioners to be heard” and insert “permit
petitioners to have their petition considered by the committee”.
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Line 10, leave out “admit the petitioners to be heard” and insert “permit
petitioners to have their petition considered by the committee”.
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96. Power of Court of Referees to allow locus standi to local authorities or
inhabitants. (HL 118)
New title: Power of Court of Referees to allow local authorities or inhabitants to
have petition considered. (HL 118)
Leave out paragraph and insert:
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“It shall be competent to the Court of Referees, if it thinks fit, to permit
petitioners, being the local authority of any area the whole or any part of which is
alleged in the petition to be injuriously affected by a bill or any provisions thereof,
or being any of the inhabitants of any such area, to have their petition against the
bill or any provisions thereof considered by the committee.”
97. Locus standi of certain local authorities against lighting and water bills.
(HL 119)
New title: Right of certain local authorities to have petition considered against
lighting and water bills. (HL 119)
Line 5, leave out “be heard against the bill” and insert “have their petition against
the bill considered by the committee”.
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98. Locus standi of county councils against water and tramway bills. (HL 120)
New title: Right of county councils to have petition considered against water and
tramway bills. (HL 120)
Line 4, leave out “be heard against the bill” and insert “have their petition against
the bill considered by the committee”.
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Line 10, leave out “be heard against the bill” and insert “have their petition
against the bill considered by the committee”.
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99. Power of Court of Referees to allow locus standi to river authorities and
owners, etc., of land.
New title: Power of Court of Referees to allow water authorities and owners, etc.,
of land to have petition considered.
Line 4, leave out from “fit,” to end and insert “to permit the petitioners to have
their petition against the bill or any part thereof considered by the committee.”.
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100. Power of Court of Referees to allow locus standi to land drainage authorities.
New title: Power of Court of Referees to allow land drainage authorities the right
to have petition considered.
Line 5, leave out from “fit,” to end and insert “to permit the petitioners to have
their petition against the bill or any part thereof considered by the committee.”.

34

101. Power of Court of Referees to allow locus standi to conservators of forests,
commons, or open spaces.
New title: Power of Court of Referees to allow conservators of forests, commons,
or open spaces the right to have petition considered.
Line 1, leave out “admit” and insert “permit”.
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Line 5, leave out “to be heard against the bill” and insert “to have their petition
against the bill considered by the committee.
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102. Locus standi of owners, etc., against tramway bills.
New title: Right of owners, etc., to have petition considered against tramway
bills.
Line 5, leave out “be heard on such allegations before” and insert “have their
petition considered by”.
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Line 7, leave out “admit” and insert “permit”.
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Line 9, leave out “be heard against the bill” and insert “have their petition against
the bill considered by the committee”.
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111. Reference to committees of opposed and unopposed bills. (HL 104, 121)
Line 11, leave out “in which the petitioner prays to be heard”.

40

Line 11, leave out “presented” and insert “submitted”.
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126. Reference to committee of petitions against bill. (HL 109)
Line 4, leave out “deposited in” and insert “submitted to”.
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Line 8, leave out “being a petition in which the petitioners have prayed to be
heard by themselves, their counsel or agents:”.
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127. Right of audience before committees on opposed bills. (HL 110)
Line 5, leave out paragraph 2 and insert:
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“(2) Any petitioners whose petitions stand referred as aforesaid shall, subject to
the rules and orders of the House, be entitled to be heard upon their petition by
themselves, their counsel, representatives or parliamentary agents.
(3) With the agreement of the relevant petitioners, the committee on the bill shall
have power to group petitions that raise similar objections to the bill. Any
petitioners so grouped may make a request to the committee on the bill that they
should not be required to exercise their entitlement to be heard.
(4) The committee shall also have power to decide how its proceedings are to be
conducted including the order of consideration of petitions and timetabling.”
128. Petition against bill must distinctly specify grounds of objection. (HL 111)
Line 3, leave out “petitioner shall be heard” and insert “petition shall be
considered”.
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131. Non-appearance of petitioners. (HL 113)
New title: Treatment of opposed bills as unopposed in certain cases. (HL 113)
Leave out paragraph and insert:
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“In the case of any opposed private bill, in which—
(a) no party has appeared on a petition against the bill or on a petition
complaining of amendments as proposed in the filled-up bill, or
(b) all parties who have so appeared have withdrawn their opposition before
the evidence of the promoters has been commenced, or
(c) the right to be heard of all parties who have appeared and have not
withdrawn their opposition has been disallowed,
the committee to which the bill has been referred shall forthwith refer back the
bill, with a statement of the facts, to the Committee of Selection which shall treat
it as an unopposed bill.”
171. Presentation of petitions relating to private bills.
Line 2, leave out “deposited in” and insert “submitted to”
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Line 5, leave out “, together with the name of the member, party or agent
depositing the same”.
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171A. Petitions against private bills.
Line 4, leave out “presented” and insert “submitted”.
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Line 5, leave out “presented” and insert “submitted”.
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Line 8, leave out “presented” and insert “submitted”.

51

171B. Limit of time for submitting petition relating to a hybrid bill. (new HL 101A)
After Standing Order 171A insert new Standing Order:
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“(1) This order applies to any government bill in relation to which the Examiner
decides that Standing Orders 4 to 68 are applicable.
(2) In the case of a bill originating in this House, the period during which petitions
against the bill can be submitted begins the day after the bill was read a second
time. The petitioning period shall last for 25 calendar days, unless the House
otherwise orders.
(3) In the case of a bill brought from the House of Lords, the period during which
petitions can be submitted begins the day after the bill was read a first time. The
petitioning period shall last for a minimum of 25 calendar days, or such longer
period as the Chairman of Ways and Means shall determine, after consulting the
relevant Minister.
(4) In the case of a bill originating in this House, the Chairman of Ways and Means
shall decide the length of the petitioning period in respect of any additional
provision, after consulting the relevant Minister.”
171C. Late submitted petitions relating to hybrid bill. (new HL 201B)
After new Standing Order 171B insert new Standing Order:
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“(1) This order applies to any government bill in relation to which the Examiner
decides that Standing Orders 4 to 68 are applicable.
(2) Any petitioner whose petition is submitted after the close of the petitioning
period, and which is in accordance with these Standing Orders, shall be invited to
provide a written explanation as to why the petition has been submitted late.
(3) The relevant Minister may provide a written submission in respect of any
petition submitted after the close of the petitioning period where a written
explanation has been provided by the petitioner.
(4) The decision on whether a late petition should be accepted is a matter for the
Standing Orders Committee.
(5) The Standing Orders Committee shall report to the House if the petition is
accepted for submission.
(6) There is no appeal from the decision of the Standing Orders Committee.”
172. Supply of copies of petitions. (HL 102)
Leave out Standing Order.
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173. Withdrawal of petitions. (HL 103)
Line 1, leave out from “petition,” to end of paragraph and insert “and any copetitioner may withdraw his name from a petition, by informing the Private Bill
Office in writing that he wishes to do so.”.
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188A. Suspension of Bills. (HL 150A)
Line 30, leave out “presented” and insert “submitted”.
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Line 35, leave out from “has been” to “pursuant” and insert:
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“submitted within the time stipulated for the submission of petitions in the
current session, or as the case may be, a previous session or submitted”
188B. Revival of Bills. (HL 150B)
Line 34, leave out “presented” and insert “submitted”.
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Line 40, leave out from “has been” to “pursuant” and insert:
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“submitted within the time stipulated for the submission of petitions in the
last session or a previous session, or last Parliament or submitted”.
192A. Rules for petitions.
Line 1, leave out “deposited in” and insert “submitted to”.
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Line 2, leave out “and signed”.
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Line 6, leave out “signed on behalf of the petitioner by his agent” and insert
“submitted on behalf of the petitioner by his representative”.
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Line 8, leave out paragraph 2 and insert:
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“(2) A petition submitted by the petitioner's representative shall be accompanied
by a confirmation that the petitioner or petitioners have authorised the
representative to submit the petition on his or their behalf.”
193. Acknowledgement of receipt of documents.
Line 2, after “deposited in” insert “, or submitted to,”.
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Line 3, after “office” insert “either”.
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Line 3, after “deposited” insert “, or by electronic acknowledgement”.
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215. Locus standi of petitioners against confirming bills.
New title: Right of petitioners against confirming bills to have petition
considered.
224A. Comments on environmental statement. (HL 83A)
Line 54, leave out “prescribed by Standing Order 27A(6)” and insert “and in the
manner prescribed by Standing Order 27A(8)”.
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Appendix A
Line 40, leave out “depositing” and insert “submitting”.
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Line 41, leave out “deposit” and insert “submit”.
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Line 43, leave out “depositing” and insert “submitting”.
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Line 54, leave out “presenting” and insert “submitting”.
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