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Introduction  

 
Scottish Land and Estates is a member organisation representing the interests of Scottish land 
owners, farmers and estates.  Our vision is for profitable land-based businesses able to contribute to 
resilient rural economies whilst protecting and enhancing the environment. We would like to see the 
development of an integrated approach to land use that aims to get the most out of the land to the 
benefit of all rather than the current sectoral approach. Future support regimes should place greater 
emphasis on the delivery of public goods. Support for land management is justified because it 
underpins productive land-based business which are the bedrock of the rural economy and rural 
communities. Within the context of restricted public budgets, it is reasonable that those businesses 
demonstrate what they delivery in the public interest in order to justify ongoing support.  
 
 
Summary  

 
The Agriculture Bill is a crucial part of the UK Government’s plan for future farming and land 
management policy, as expected the Bill provides broad powers to current and future governments, 
enabling them to provide financial assistance and make other policy interventions around land use 
and agriculture. The Bill largely covers England but extends to the wider UK in some parts, whilst 
Schedules are in place for Wales and Northern Ireland, there is no specific Schedule for Scotland.  
 
Despite large amounts of the Bill not applying to Scotland it undoubtedly provides a steer on what the 
Treasury deem to be public good and will likely drive other devolved governments. The Agriculture Bill 
will influence every part of the agricultural industry across the UK irrespective of whether Scotland has 
a schedule within it. Which is why were disappointed to hear George Eustice’s comments in response 
to Deirdre Brocks question around the inclusion of any Scottish witnesses for the Committees 
evidence sessions. Mr Eustice is well aware that discussions around a specific Scotland Schedule in 
the Bill are ongoing and regardless of their conclusion the final Bill will clearly influence the Scottish 
agricultural sector. We welcome the additional witnesses invited to give evidence on October 25th.  
 
We would propose amendments for clauses which apply and extend to Scotland, as detailed below.  
 
 
 Collection and Sharing of Data 

 
The powers detailed in the Bill are similar to those already in existence although anything which 
promotes better use data should be welcomed. Improvements to the speed of data provision and 
analysis will promote market transparency and allow for improved decision making. Data protection 
controls will need to be in place and collection should not create an extra burden on farmers 
and landowners. The methods and purpose of data collection are unclear, assurances on 
process, safeguarding and appropriateness of data collection are sought. 
 
 
 
 
Intervention in Agricultural Markets 

 
Scotland already has an established method of providing support during adverse weather through the 
Agricultural Weather Advisory Panel. This extends beyond the safety net provided under the current 
CAP scheme. The value of any intervention mechanism lies in the responsiveness of the 
Government. This section of the Bill does not apply to Scotland however we would encourage 
support for amendments to clause 17, 17(2) that the ‘exceptional market circumstances’ includes 
‘significant’ rather ‘severe’ disturbances; and the ‘exceptional market disturbance’ include 
disturbances to input costs or other costs of production as well as disturbances to agricultural 
markets.  
 
 



Producer Organisations 

 
The adoption of existing EU Producer Organisation regulation provides a degree of certainty for 
current POs and introduces a domestic PO regime which will enable more to be recognised. The 
provisions introduced which allow for changes to the conditions and scope of PO’s at the discretion of 
the Secretary of State creates a degree of uncertainty. We would welcome confirmation of the 
Secretary of States powers and clarification as to the ways in which too much change will be 
controlled.  
 
 
World Trade Organisation and Trade 

 
This part of the Bill puts mechanisms in place to ensure the UK does not breech the WTO Agreement 
on Agriculture (AoA). Compliance with the WTO is essential for the UK’s future trading relationships, 
both with the EU and non-EU countries. Should domestic payments deviate from the WTO Agreement 
in Agriculture the UK would open itself to challenges from another WTO member. Whilst trade is a 
reserved issue we think the Bill has missed the opportunity to clarify the inclusion of devolved 
nations in trade negotiations. If this is not challenged Scotland risks failing to have an effective say 
in post-Brexit trade deals. The provision of powers to the Secretary of State to set levels of 
domestic support 26(3) needs more detail as to codes of practice to prevent unfair limits on 
support. The provision of powers to the Secretary of State to approve Scotland’s spending on 
support schemes requires clarity in the Bill. Support spending plans should only be rejected under 
strict, defined criteria: non-compliance with WTO AoA and internal market distortion.  
 
UK Common Frameworks 

 
Prior to the Bill being published assurances were made regarding common frameworks, we 
understand discussions are underway however, clarification on what areas those common 
frameworks cover would be welcomed.  
 
Additional Comments 

 
Earlier this week the Cabinet Secretary for the Rural Economy, Fergus Ewing provided detail of 
amendments to the Bill which would deal with the main areas of concern Scottish Government has 
with the Bill and which we believe are preventing them accepting the invitation for a Scottish 
Schedule. These amendments cover three key areas; producer organisations, fair dealing in the 
supply chain and WTO Agreement on Agriculture. These amendments are proposed as a means of 
bringing the Bill in line with the Sewel Convention. Mr Ewing’s proposals are very much inline with 
SLE thinking and follow what we have been putting forward to MPs in our Agriculture Bill Briefings. 
Which received broad agreement when discussed with MP’s from all parties.  SLE will continue to 
provide briefing material to MP’s and civil servants to ensure our members interests our represented  
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