
 

 

 

Public Bill Committee 

House of Commons 

London, SW1A 0AA 

22 July 2019 

To House of Commons Public Bill Committee,  

Wildlife and Countryside Link (Link) welcomes the introduction of the Animal Welfare (Sentencing) 

Bill to the House of Commons and would be happy to provide evidence to the Public Bill Committee 

if required. Whilst we regret that the government decided to delay the introduction of measures 

recognising animal sentience, we do support the introduction of increased sentencing at the earliest 

opportunity.  

It is accepted that the measures contained within the bill primarily reflect the need for adequate 

sentencing for those who commit serious offending against domestic animals. However, some of the 

most barbaric acts of cruelty are perpetrated against protected animals, those that are in the 

temporary control of man. An obvious example of this would be where badgers are taken to be 

fought with dogs. We believe that simply increasing maximum sentences to five years imprisonment 

for the most serious of animal welfare offences will, in itself, be dissuasive and result in fewer 

instances of badger baiting and other offending involving wild animals. 

A consequence, possibly unintended, is that some offences under the Animal Welfare Bill will 

become notifiable by the police to the Home Office. Link has long advocated for wildlife crimes to be 

reported upon in such a manner. For the first time, the police will be required to record and report 

upon allegations of animal cruelty. Those records can then be used to identify serious offending and 

will be key to tactical policing responses aimed at reducing instances of such appalling cruelty.   

Yours Sincerely, 

 

Pete Charleston, Bat Conservation Trust 

Chair of the Wildlife and Countryside Link Wildlife Crime Working Group 

This letter is supported by the following organisations:  
- Amphibian & Reptile Conservation 
- Badger Trust  
- Bat Conservation Trust  
- Born Free 
- Four Paws UK  
- IFAW  
- Institute of Fisheries Management  
- Naturewatch Foundation  
- RSPCA 
- Whale and Dolphin Conservation  


