
 

 

Written evidence submitted by Mr. Ronald E Flook BA (OWB65) 
 

Executive Summary 
 

• Although certain aspects of the proposed law are needed and supported others are 
neither necessary, proportionate or justified. 

 

• Proposed Gravity and flick knife laws are based on perceptions from 60 years ago. 
 

•  The proposed new law fails to recognise items of antique and or historical value. 
 

•  It would ban Museums owning, and theatrical performances from using Gravity or Flick 
knives. 

 

•  The defence of historic importance for items on the Restricted List is too vague and 
open to wide interpretation. 

 

•  The previously acknowledged roll of collectors in preserving items of historic value has 
been ignored. 

 

•  No evidence has been presented to show that any of these antique and rare items are 
being used in knife crime. 

 

•  The figures defined for compensation are confusing and do not reflect the reality of 
market values. 

 

•  The term historic importance should be clearly defined.  
 

•  Defences  for the ownership of antique and historical Gravity and flick knives should be 
added to the BIll. 

 

•  Levels of compensation, and how these were arrived at for knives should be clearly 
identified. 

 
 
Introduction 
 
1.  I am a retired grade B2 Civil Servant who had a 44 year career which saw service at 
establishments in the UK, with the the Royal Fleet Auxiliary,  and Royal Maritime Auxiliary 
Service including the closing stages of the Falklands Campaign.  I have been interested in 
Military and Antique Knives since the early 1970’s, my interest being as much about the 
history of the items, and the people involved, as the objects themselves.   This interest has 
resulted in the publication of 4 books and some 38 articles (see Annex A) covering the 
identification and history of such items.   I am member of the Antique Bowie Knife 
Association and prior to its closure a member of the Wilkinson Sword Collectors Society.   I 
have recently written the Chapter on British Military Knives for a US author and am a 
moderator on the Military Knives and Daggers of the World forum.   I also provided an 
expert witness statement in the case of the Crown v Perkins at Maidstone Magistrates 
Court in October 2009. 
 
2.  I fully support the need to restrict Zombie knives and martial arts type weapons but my 
reasons for submitting evidence to the Committee is because I consider that aspects of the 



 

 

proposed law will adversely effect legitimate responsible collectors and dealers,  along 
with veterans or their heirs who have retained knives from their military service, whilst 
making no impact on knife crime.    It will also outlaw items of historic  interest and value 
with the potential for these to be lost to Museums, researcher, and historians..  
 
3.  Additionally whilst the CJA 1988 gives clear guidance of defences for certain knives i.e. 
Antique, defined as over 100 years old, the proposed additional defence of historic 
importance is ambiguous and would leave owners of some knives in the position where 
they would not know if their items were legal or not.   This defence has also been excluded 
from the ownership of Gravity and Flick Knives meaning that even Museums, theatrical 
performances and the armed forces cannot hold them. 
 
Gravity and Flick Knives 
 
4.  The 1959 Act was introduced in response to flick knives being one of the favoured 
weapons of the Teddy Boy gangs.   The Act did however not ban ownership and whilst 
there is no reason for modern flick knives to be owned the lack of any defence in the 
proposed  law would totally outlaw those that are antique or of other historic value.    This 
includes two experimental designs made for the special forces during World War 2, 
examples of which are exceedingly rare with, as far as I am aware,  only three being 
known of in private collections.   
 
5.  In addition there are those flick knives made during the Victorian era in Sheffield.    
Again examples are rare with many again residing in collections in the USA where they are 
valued for the skill used to make them by the master cutlers.   These should not be 
confused with those made in Italy or Germany. 
 
6.  The knife shown in Annex B was made by Mappin Brothers and by repute displayed at 
the Great Exhibition of 1851.    Plainer examples than this are valued at between $1299 
and $8999 on the US market. (see https://autoknife.com/index.php?l=product_list&c=76).  
Hardly the sum that would be paid by a criminal! 
 
7.  If and where any such example were held by UK individuals the handing in of such 
items  for subsequent destruction would result in their loss as rare and important items  
linked to the Sheffield Cutlery trade.   
 
8.  Similar circumstances also surround Gravity Knives.   The US Navy adopted a Gravity 
Knife design in the late 1800’s.   This provided one handed use for sailors working with 
ropes and in common with other rope knives was blunt ended.   These are rare even in the 
USA, but if one was in a UK collection it would under the current proposals be illegal, yet 
the knife has no point with which to cause injury!   (see Annex C) 
 
9.  The British Gravity Knife, copied from the German Luftwaffe Gravity Knife, was 
reputedly made in significant numbers but after World War 2 remaining stocks were 
destroyed.    Only a small number of examples are known to be in existence, spread 
between private collection in the UK, USA and Museums.   One of the examples in private 
hands belonging to the family of a member of 1st SAS who took part in the ill-fated 
Operation Bulbasket.   As a collectible one example is known to have sold for £3000!    
 
10.  In addition and prior to the adoption of the pattern based on the German design 
several experimental version were tried.   Some of these were rescued from the factory 
when it closed in the 1970‘s and ended up in the USA with only two being known about in 
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private collections in the UK.    These designs all represent historically important examples 
of military knives but under the current proposals will be offered no protection under the 
law. 
 
11.  German Luftwaffe Gravity Knife are, despite the numbers made, scarce  and it would 
be ridiculous to deny that pieces, despite the current law, are bought and sold in the 
specialist militaria market where some rarer patterns can command prices in the region of 
£650.  With such prices it is absurd to think that these items would be the choice of any 
criminal who could buy a kitchen knife for a few pounds.   In Annex D we have an example 
of a damaged one being sold for £389. 
 
12.  In addition given the potential numbers of German Gravity Knives that could be held in 
private collections the Government will have to seriously readdress what it has set aside 
for compensation.    It is estimated that some 350000 were made during WW2  (source 
Jan-Peter Brüning, Luftwaffe Gravity Knife: Weapon, Tool, Tradition)  Even if only 1% of 
these found there way into the hands of UK collectors and veterans compensation at 
market value would run in excess of £2million, using up a large proportion of the allocated 
budget.     
 
Restricted Weapons List 
 
13.  My comments in this section are limited to those items with a Military background i.e. 
Knuckledusters, Knuckle Knives and Push Daggers. 
 
14.  With the onset of WW2 it was recognised that a different form of warfare would be 
involved leading to the creation of the Commando, SAS, the Auxiliary Units and other 
Special Forces.   This led to them being issued with or privately purchasing a variety of 
knives many of which are extremely rare.    
 
15.  For example in relation to push daggers one type was made by the well known firm of 
Cogswell and Harrison.   There are only 3 examples known to the writer, none being held 
by Museums.    Other push daggers that are attributed to SOE are again only known from 
a few examples, none of which are in Museums.   
 
16.  The piece known as the BC41 remains to this day a rare mystery piece with virtually 
nothing known about its history or manufacturer.     Yet in all these cases it would be for 
the private individual to defend ownership. 
 
Defences 
 
17.  Clause 22 would make it an offence to possess any of the offensive weapons to which 
section 141 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988 applies.   Clause 22 would however introduce 
a number of defences to the new possession offence including: 

• that the weapon in question is one of historical importance;  

 

• that the defendant possessed the weapon in question only in their capacity as the 

operator of, or as a person acting on behalf of, a museum or gallery; and  

 



 

 

• that the defendant possessed the weapon in question for educational purposes 

only.  

 

18.  Existing defences set out in section 141 of the 1988 Act and (by virtue of clause 23) 
the Schedule to the Criminal Justice Act 1988 (Offensive Weapons) Order 1988 (SI 
1988/2019) would also apply to the new possession offence in clause 22. These existing 
defences relate to matters such as antique weapons, historical re-enactments and sporting 
activities, theatrical performances and the production of films and television programmes, 
and religious ceremonies.  

19.  From the perspective of a collector this would mean that antique items (over 100years 
old as defined in the Offensive Weapons Order 1988) would remain legal to own and 
retention of this defence is welcomed.    However although the addition of the “historical 
importance” defence is helpful, the term is too vague.   Unlike the 1988 Order which clearly 
defines what an Antique is, the term historical importance is open to a wide range of 
interpretation.   Is it reasonable for example to have to argue that an Argentinian Knuckle 
Knife from the Falklands War is any more or less historically important than a British one 
from World War 2. 
 
20.  Clause 20 would make it an offence to possess a knife of any kind described in the 
Restriction of Offensive Weapons Act 1959 (flick knives and gravity knives) with no 
defences applying.    Thus this would mean that the Gravity and flick knives held by the 
Imperial War Museum, Science Museum, or any other Museum would have to be 
surrendered.   If this is the meaning of the Bill it would appear to be the first time that 
Museums have been excluded from defences when items have been declared illegal, for 
example certain firearms. 

21.  Museum have usually been given a defence under the auspices of  “the defendant 
possessed the weapon in question for educational purposes only.”    However Museum 
are not the only custodians  of educational or heritage material.    The vast majority of my 
research and associated writing would have been impossible without access to private 
collections.     

22.  Also given that there is no evidence to show that Antique or WW2 Gravity Knives or 
antique flick knives have been used in the current wave of knife crime it is an over reaction 
to make these items illegal to own.  Indeed the cover of the Briefing Paper  or images of 
any knife amnesty clearly show the type of knives used, yet we hear nothing about trying 
to ban kitchen knives!    

Collectors 

23.  The role of collectors in protecting and preserving our heritage should not be 
overlooked when the Government is considering legislation such as this.   When the 1996 
Act was being considered the then Shadow Home Secretary  wrote to the The To-Ken 
Society of GB assuring them that there was no intention to ban knives which have a 
historical or ceremonial purpose (see Annex E)   

 

24.  With this in mind the Government provided exemption for samurai swords made pre 
1954. Also under the 1988 Act ownership etc of items that are 100 years old is allowed.  
But in the case of the proposed legislation we have the situation whereby a mass 



 

 

produced Japanese World War 2 NCO’s sword is legal to own but a knife produced for our 
military in World War 2 is not.  

25.  Some argue that Museums are the home for such items. Yet there is more original 
research done by private individuals than Museums, research that would be impossible if 
private collections did not exist.   A point fully acknowledged in 2007 consultation on 
banning offensive weapons:  

 
“Collecting – the preservation of the past by many individual collectors in  
England and Wales is important in itself, and often to the benefit of our  
museums and national heritage bodies. “ 
 

Compensation 

26.  The Impact Statement produced by the Home Office states that compensation will be 
£4 million in the first year for surrendering offensive weapons/firearms.  Yet elsewhere it 
states that the compensation for surrendered firearms will be: 

The total compensation cost of this policy to central government is expected to be approximately 
£5 million in the first year, with lower bound and upper bound estimates of £3.5 million and £6.6 
million respectively. 
 

27.  But the document also states: 
 

The cost of compensation for surrendered knives/offensive weapons will be approximately 
£200,000, based on estimation by policy experts. 
 
28.  It is unclear as to how and why these figure differ but whoever these policy experts 
are they have no grasp of the value of some knives.   How is the compensation for an 
antique flick knife for example going to be arrived at.  What pricing data will be used?    
Without clarity of what compensation will be paid or how it will be arrived at people will be 
reluctant to hand over prized collectibles or family heirlooms. 
 
Conclusions 

29.  The efforts to curb knife crime are to be welcomed as are proposal to ban items of no 
historical significance or value such as the so called Zombie Knives.   Though I do believe 
in cases such as these the Government will always be playing catch-up when having to 
legislate when some other fantasy based design comes along.   But as drafted the 
proposals will have a detrimental impact on collectors and museums along with the 
potential for items  of historic value to be lost. 

30.  The Bill does not recognise or understand the historic and financial value of items it is 
proposed to ban outright.   And while there is probably an underlying fear of the very term 
flick knife and the association with gangs of the 1950s there is no evidence to show that 
antique items or those of historic importance are being used in knife crime.   The 
documents that support the Bill provide no evidence or justification for targeting these 
particular types of knives or show that a ban is necessary to reduce Knife crime. 

31.  The proposed defence of historical importance is welcomed but is vague in what that 
is intended to mean and an age or date based defence should be considered. 



 

 

32.  The figures for compensation are vastly under-estimated failing to recognised the 
financial value of some items.   The prices of certain firearms are readily available from 
registered gun dealers, this is not the case with many knives where the market and rarity 
dictates the price. 

Recommendations 

33.  It is recommended that in terms of items in the Restricted List that the term Historic 
Importance is more clearly defined.   Whilst this could include a specific time frame such 
pre 1954, and would bring the law into a similar footing as that for Japanese swords, such 
a specific dating period could however result  in the exclusion of items associated with 
more recent historical events e.g. the Falklands War. 

34.  That a number of defences be included for the ownership of Gravity and flick knives: 

a.  their retention by Museums. 

b. retention by individuals for items over 100 years old   

c. retention by individuals for items of historic importance 

35.  The calculation of the levels of possible compensation should be re-examined with 
policy experts being asked to justify their figures.  Clear information should be provided on 
how the value of individual types and styles of knife will be assessed. 

July 2018 

 

 

  



 

 

ANNEX A 

A Photographic Primer of Military Knives.  Privately Published by the author in 1990. 
 
British and Commonwealth Military Knives.  Published by Airlife in 1999 
 
The London Knife Book An A to Z Guide of London Cutlers 1820 - 
1945.               Published by Antique Knives Ltd 2008 
 
The Fairbairn Sykes Fighting Knife and other Commando Knives.  Privately published by 
the author in 2013 
 
Articles:  
 
Argentinian Knives of the Falklands Campaign.  Guns, Weapons and Militaria, April 1984 
The Fair Sword.  BLADE  November 1992 
Origins of Double Edged Smatchet. Knife World August 1997 
FR693 Commando Knife. Knife World December 1999 
The Baldock Knife Spear. Knife World July 2002 
Military and Other Knife Jottings. Knife World November 2002 
Military and Other Knife Jottings II. Knife World January 2004 
The Mystery of Bruce Hand and John Paisley.   www.usmiltaryknives.com/flook. Febraury 2004 
Presentation Bowie by Weiss of London.  Antique Bowie Journal Fall 2005 
Dirk Knives of Gilles and Uxbridge.  Antique Bowie Journal No.1 2006 
The British Military Gravity Knife. Knife World July 2008 
John Weiss and Son and the 1851 Great Exhibition Knife. Knife World November 2008 
London's Finest Edge- Historic Cutlers of the Capital.  Classic Arms and Militaria Vol XI Issue 6 2008. 
A Sheriff's Folding Bowie.  Antique Bowie Journal Winter 2008 No.6 
Dr. Lawder's Push Dagger.  Antique Bowie Journal No.7 2009 
Is it or Isn't it SOE.  Knife World April 2009 
English Knives with a touch of San Francisco and Scandinavia.  Knife World June 2009 
Knives of Robbins of Dudley.  Knife World February 2010 (in conjunction with John Pidgeon) 
Some Foreign F-S Knives.  Knife World July 2010 
Two Knives of Interest. Antique Bowie Journal Winter 2010 No.10 
Some of my Favourite Knives. Knife World January 2011 
Falyon of Edinburgh.  Antique Bowie Journal Spring 2011 No. 13 
Walter Thornhill and Co. Cutler to Royalty.  Knife World September 2011. 
John Weiss. Antique Bowie Journal Spring 2012 No.16 
James Rodgers Folding Dirk. Antique Bowie Journal Summer 2012 No.17. 
Makers of the SOE Knives Revealed.  Knife World September 2012. 
F-S Fighting Knife Myths Explored.  Knife World October 2014. 
The Mystery of Bruce Hand and John Paisley Re-visited.  Knife World February 2015. 
On the Hunt ( A Weiss Bowie) Antique Bowie Journal 2015 No.1. 
A Robbins Dudley at the Battle of the Somme.  Knife World July 2015 
Another Weiss Bowie. Antique Bowie Journal 2015 No, 4. 
A Late Thornhill Gem (Just About an Antique) Antique Bowie Journal 2016 No.2 
Researching Named F-S Knives.  KNIFE Magazine July 2016 Vol 2. Number 7 
William John Waterer London Sword Maker & Cutler.  KNIFE Magazine August 2017 
A George Butler Pre-Civil War Bowie.   Antique Bowie Journal 2017 No. 3 
Wilkinson Sword F-S Knives -The Post War Specials.   KNIFE Magazine November 2017 
Wilkinson Sword's Post WWII F-S Trademarks.  KNIFE Magazine May 2018 
The Canadian Engineering Training Centre Commando Knife.  KNIFE Magazine June 2018 
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Annex B 

 

1850’s SHEFFIELD MADE FLICK KNIFE EXHIBITED AT THE GREAT EXHIBITION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Annex C 

 

US NAVY SQUARE POINT ROPE KNIFE _ GRAVITY  OPERATED 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Annex D 

 
Very Rare WW2 German Para trooper Gravity Knife 
with damage hence price!   Price £389 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Annex E 

 


