
Written evidence submitted by CART (Coleshill Auxiliary Research Team) (OWB91) 
 
Please find attached my expert witness statement to the Committee. I am an Author and 
Historical Researcher and one of the leading experts in Military and Antique Knives with 45 
years experience. The submission is made on behalf of CART (Coleshill Auxiliary Research Team), 
a group of like-minded volunteers whom carryout research and educate the public in the 
activities of the British Resistance.  
 
There are a number of discrepancies and omissions between the Bill and its associated 
Explanatory Notes, which make the meaning unclear. I have left these out of the main 
submission, as they are admin errors. 
 
Clause 22 of the Offensive Weapons Bill 17/19 deals with items prohibited under Section 141 
CJA 1988 making them additionally illegal to possess in private adds the defence of “historical 
importance”. There is no such entry, further explanation or definition of “historical importance" 
in the corresponding Notes under Clause 22. 
 
Clauses 19 and 20 of the Offensive Weapons Bill 17/19 deal with gravity knives and flick knives 
under Restriction of Offensive Weapons Act 1959 adding possession to the new Bill but with no 
additional defences. However the corresponding Notes on Cause 20 refer to Section 141 of CJA 
1988, which does have defences and the new defence of “historic importance”. Additionally 
Clause 23 sub clause 110 of the Notes specifically states the defences of Section 141 CJA 1988 
apply to Clause 20 of the Offensive Weapons Bill 17/19. 
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
John Pidgeon  

 
July 2018 
 
Summary 
 

1. I have limited my expert witness statement to the proposed ban on ownership of certain 
weapons and the defences as laid out in clauses 20, 22 and 23. 

 
2. I commend the necessity to add “Zombie Knives” to the list of prohibited items under 

CJA 1988 Sect 141, subject to the existing defences. (refer 17) 
 

3. I am concerned that the sentence used in similar legislation in 2007 “Collecting – the 
preservation of the past by many individual collectors in England and Wales is important 
in itself, and often to the benefit of our museums and national heritage bodies.” is 
missing from Offensive Weapons Bill 2018 and its associated consultation and briefing 
notes. (refer 18) 

 
4. I am also concerned that in the 2nd reading of the Bill on 27/6/2018, there was no 

reference to the defences laid out in clause 22 of the Bill. There is further concern 
because the corresponding clause in the explanatory notes does not refer to defences at 
all. 



 
5. There is much evidence indicating that knife crime is mostly carried out using domestic 

cutlery. Please note the complete lack of Items of Historical Importance from 
photograph on front cover of your Briefing Paper 08349 on 25/6/2018. (refer 20) 

 
6. The addition of the defence “Historical Importance" to clause 22 is justified by the many 

examples of items from WW1 that are now exempt from clause 22 due to age. There has 
not been a sudden crime wave involving these items. (refer 19) 

 
7. Without this defence agreed for clause 22, a substantial amount of our WW2 heritage 

will be lost and a quick survey of prices realised for these items in auction will show that 
the amount of compensation proposed for items surrendered will not be anywhere near 
enough. (refer 34) 

 
8. In the absence of any definition of “Historical Importance" I suggest: - 

 
an item of intrinsic value and of original manufacture (not facsimile or commemorative 
copy), which is 
(a) of an Iconic Design and of Social Benefit. (e.g. photo 2 & 6) 

OR  
(b) has documented provenance or history relating to a key event, unit or individual 
in a Military Campaign. (e.g. photo 3 & 4) 

         (refer 36 to 40) 
 

9. A ban on ownership of items prohibited for sale by Offensive Weapons Act 1959 needs 
to have the same defences applied as used in CJA 1988 Section 141 in order to protect 
our heritage and culture. (refer 22) These defences are justified with examples (refer 36 
to 48). 

 
10. Gravity Knives and Flick Knives are in our National and Provincial Museums, they are 

brought in by visiting Armed Forces, they are hired to film production companies and 
items of “Historical Importance" have been sold in specialist auctions without any violent 
crime incidents. (refer 21 & 46 to 48) 

 
11. The common sense policing of the 1959 Act is summed up by this one example; an NHS 

Trust has given a flick knife to the Science Museum in 1999. Does this require 
prosecution or an updating of the 1959 Act in line with CJA 1988? (refer 41 to 43) 

 
12. The 1959 Act has been examined using modern historical research and the ban on flick 

knives confirmed as necessary, with 208 incidents. (refer 23) 
 

13. The effectiveness of this ban has similarly been reviewed, with about 625 incidents 
involving flick knives since the ban. It raises the question as to weather a ban on its own 
is the panacea it is thought to be. (refer 26) 

 
14. The same modern historical research was applied to gravity knives. There is not a single 

incident in the newspapers and just two since the ban; 48 and 38 years ago; neither 
involving injury. (refer 24) 

 



15. In order to promote an informed debate, I have included a detailed technical review of 
“Flick Knives” and "Gravity Knives", which in 1959 were just lumped together in the same 
Act without discussion.  (refer 27 to 31) 

 
16. Since 1959 the nature of collecting has changed. What was Army surplus then is now 

referenced in specialist books, traded at Fairs for £1000's and even valued on prestige 
BBC programs like Antique Road Show. The Law needs to be proportionate to the 
problem and brought in line with modern legislation. (refer 25 & 32 to 35) 

 
Heritage Concerns 
 

17. I have responded to the all Home Office legislation on Knives and Bladed Weapons since 
1988, submitting a balanced view to the various consultations and taking part in the 
greater Parliamentary Debate via letters to both my MP and to the Home Office directly. 
I commend the need to remove access to Zombie Weapons from our Society but only 
with the inclusion of the appropriate defences to protect our National Heritage and 
Culture.  

 
18. The majority of our Heritage is in private hands, either with the family or in private 

collections. The sentence “Collecting – the preservation of the past by many individual 
collectors in England and Wales is important in itself, and often to the benefit of our 
museums and national heritage bodies. “ may sound familiar. It was cloned from one of 
my previous letters and included with just the additional “England and Wales” in the 
Home Office 2007 Consultation document on Offensive Weapons. The sentence is still 
valid and I am concerned it is absent from the current Bill. During his speech on 
27/6/2018 The Rt Hon Sajid Javid MP made no reference to the proposed defences 
regarding ownership of certain knives. 

 
19. I have previously pointed out the common sense argument that collectors do not spend 

£100’s or even £1000’s on an item of Historical Importance and then take them down 
the pub or to a nightclub to use in a gang fight. The evidence for this (or more precisely 
lack of evidence) will be even more so in this 100th year since the end of WW1. There has 
not been a sudden spate of violent crimes on our streets involving middle-aged 
collectors wielding trench knives or punch daggers.  

 
20. I commend the speech by Rt Hon Simon Hoare on 27/6/2018 where he related the sad 

murder in Blandford Forum, carried out using a kitchen knife. A friend with whom I share 
the driving to the Annual “War & Peace Show” attended this incident. He has stated that 
in his 15-year front line career in both Hampshire and Dorset Police, 100% of the knife 
incidents involved kitchen implements. I have asked him to make contact with both 
Simon Hoare and this Committee, but fear this maybe prevented from higher up.  

 
21. The trend over the past 30 years has been for each successive “Weapons” Bill to have 

defences for items of Heritage or Cultural Importance. The ban on ownership proposed 
in clause 20 on gravity knives and flick knives without any addition of modern defences 
to an Act from 1959 is not appropriate. The threat from the cheap continental flick knife 
is still present, but the 1959 Act needs updating in line with the modern legislation. This 
is not a weakening of the Act, but an acknowledgement of how the existing legislation 
has been successfully policed over the last 40 years without a single incident of violent 



crime involving items of Historic Importance. Items prohibited by the 1959 Act are on 
open display in our National and Provincial Museums, they are hired out by Specialist 
Theatrical Agents, brought into the country by visiting Special Forces Units and items of 
Historic Importance have been sold at collectors fairs and in specialist auctions.  

 
22. The nature of museum displays and private collecting has changed since 1959. What was 

considered as “army surplus" just 14 years after WW2 is now featured in reference 
books, valued on prestigious BBC programs like Antique Road Show and examined in 
dissertations by our National Museums. It is completely nonsensical that if this Bill is 
passed without the same defences in clause 22 applied to clause 20, someone could own 
a WW2 Samurai Sword, but not for example a WW2 Luftwaffe gravity knife, an item that 
was only designed as a utility knife to save a pilots life or maintain his life while escaping 
and evading capture. 

 
Restriction of Offensive Weapons Act 1959 
 

23. In your consideration of amendments to the 1959 Act, I would recommend reading the 
Hansard entries: -  
Vol 583 7/3/1958  Questions in the house on flick knives 
Vol 598 21/1/1959  Rt Hon Barnett Janner introduces his Bill 
Vol 215 30/4/1959  House of Lords 2nd reading.  
The necessity to remove the cheap foreign flick knives from society has been clearly 
demonstrated. British Newspapers Archive gives further justification for this with a 
search for exact phrase “flick knife” from 1945 to 1959 highlighting 208 incidents.  

 
24. What is unclear is why the "gravity knife" was included in the Bill. They are not discussed 

in either debate and crucially there are not any incidents of crime recorded in the 
newspapers for the same time frame. If you widen the time frame up to present day, 
there are 656 incidents involving flick knives (about 625 if you remove its occurrence 
when the 1959 Act is announced in the papers). For "gravity knife" there are just 2 
entries. One in 1970 when a youth in a night club in Liverpool is disarmed by two off duty 
Police Officers following threatening behaviour and another of possession in 1980 when 
someone is demonstrating one in a pub in Liverpool, neither case resulting in injury. 

 
25. The lack of any defences being discussed back in 1959 is completely understandable. The 

collectors of edged weapons of this period were likely to be some of the same MP’s or 
Lord’s debating the Bill who would pay the equivalent of a factory workers annual salary 
for a Lloyd’s Patriotic Fund Sword from Trafalgar or an ivory gripped Georgian 
Midshipman’s dagger with blue and gilt blade to decorate the library wall. There was not 
a collectors market for the WW2 army surplus, just veterans with the odd prize of battle 
squirreled away who back then would never have considered writing to their MP asking 
for defences because one day trophies from WW2 may be of Heritage value. 

 
26. The 625 incidents indicate that banning the item has not been the complete answer. One 

entry in my father’s Police notebook relates how he disarmed a youth carrying a flick 
knife in the early 1970’s. If you substitute "zombie killer knife" for "flick knife" in 
Hansard, you would think you are reading Hansard from now. The only clue it is from 
1959 is period language like " In our country the use of cold steel for attack has hitherto 
been regarded as un-British, un-sportsman-like and contemptible” and the reference to 



the perpetrators being “irresponsible youths and certain foreigners”. Historically there 
has been a new item banned about every 10 years because this is the easy option with 
good media appeal. But is prohibition just playing catch up with the latest youth gang 
culture: - Teddy Boys, Mods, Rockers, Skin Heads, Punks etc? The complimentary hard 
option is being side stepped every time; task forces undertaking age targeted stop and 
search in the municipal areas with gang problems. 

 
Reviewing the Danger of the Flick Knife and Gravity Knife 
 

27. One advantage for the Committee of today over their 1959 predecessors is the Internet, 
which will allow an informed debate this time. Just a quick search of the Internet will 
bring up hundreds of types of “foreign” flick knives, which can be bought for under a 
tenner (photograph 1). With the nature of our border control still being discussed, these 
items still represent a danger. As a weapon it is easily concealed, it has a slender double-
edged blade that is only useful as a stabbing weapon and when it locks in the open 
position, the pivot takes the thrusting force, not the locking spring.  

 
28. The most commonly encountered gravity knife has been photographed alongside its 

corresponding 1940’s British Forces utility knives (photograph 7). It has the same single 
edged blade form as the British Army and RAF equivalents and crucially the back edge of 
the point is deliberately blunt. Its sole purpose is to save the life of a downed pilot or 
landed parachutist. Too sharp a point is undesirable because it is used to cut under 
harness straps close to the body or maybe used at sea where dropping it may puncture 
the dingy. It is not easy to conceal as a weapon due to its size and weight. It is designed 
so a pilot wearing flying gauntlets with wounds or burns can still open it with his good 
hand.  

 
29. There are three design flaws with the Luftwaffe knife of 1940: - 

 
A tiny flush rivet secures the release spring. This creates a high stress point in the spring, 
which is why many are missing the spring after 75 years. Collectors just display them in 
the open position to avoid the spring snapping. 
 
Dirt and grease collect inside the housing, which is difficult to remove and will stop the 
blade from deploying fully. A partially deployed blade (or blade with a broken release 
spring) will just push back into the housing with minimal force in a similar manner to a 
theatrical stage prop knife. 
 
The blade is made from stainless steel, which does not keep a very keen edge for long 

 
30. Photograph 8 is the improved design currently issued to German Forces. It now takes 

apart so that the inside can be cleaned. The blade is a high carbon steel with a 
phosphate finish, so keeps its edge better. The blade is now even more blunt ended and 
shaped to slip under harness without cutting the user.  

 
31. The WW2 German gravity knife is not intended as a weapon and I would suggest it is no 

more dangerous than the other three knives shown in photograph 7. Both the British 
and German WW2 paratroopers were additionally issued a fixed blade combat knife. 

 



 
Growing the Edged Weapon Culture of Britain 
 

32. The nature of collecting edged weapons, the availability of reference books and 
evolution of museum collections has changed over the last 60 years. A collector friend of 
some 35 years has related this story:- 

 
He started his lifelong collecting about 1959, when as a teenager on holiday with his parents 
in Brighon, he would visit The Lanes. Outside one shop were 3 buckets of bayonets. Short 
bayonets were priced at 5 shillings each, longer ones at 10 shillings and ones with brass 
handles were £1.00 each. At the time there were no reference books, but over the years he 
gradually acquired a modest collection. Some 60 years later the brass handled French 
Chaspot bayonet is only worth about £55, whereas one of the short ones, a No5 Jungle 
Carbine with a single screw in the grip instead of the normal pair is worth £1200. 

 
By the late 1960’s a few privately produced reference books appeared; stapled pamphlets 
with line drawings and some descriptions. Coincidental with this the first specialist collector’s 
fairs started up like the London Arms Fair in the Cumberland Hotel and the Nottingham Arms 
Fair in the Commodore Rooms, together with specialist Militaria Auction Houses like Wallis & 
Wallis and Kent Sales. 

 
33. The first books specifically on knives were in 1973, which sparked the interest of a new 

generation of collectors, with new specialist fairs started up Countrywide. The prices 
paid for items started to rise and the new generation of collectors produced the next set 
of reference books, attracting yet another generation of collectors. This chain reaction 
has culminated in a price being paid in a recent Militaria Auction for a rare British WW2 
paratrooper’s gravity knife of about 5 times higher than for a Georgian Midshipman’s 
dagger (Photograph 4).  

 
34. The phrase “The pen is mightier than the sword” comes to mind. On 4th July I watched an 

auction where a WW2 SOE dip pen with a last resort spike hidden inside sold for £1200 
(which some may argue is banned under item (o) disguised knife CJA Section 141 1988). 
This item was owned by a collector friend who is acknowledged for his help in producing 
that first book back in 1973 and now towards the tail end of his collecting life has 
decided it is time to pass his collection onto the next generation of enthusiasts. 
Collectors are only the temporary custodians of our Heritage. A complete ban on 
ownership under the 1959 Act is not proportionate to the problem. There is equal 
justification for applying the defence of Historical Importance to the WW2 SOE dip pen 
and the WW2 paratrooper gravity knife. 

 
35. The reference books, which have almost exclusively been produced by enthusiastic 

collectors, have actually changed our museum culture. When I was at school, a visit to 
the local museum meant starting in the room of stone axes, moving to bronze tools, Iron 
Age, Romans, Saxon etc and then for me growing up in Somerset, history ended abruptly 
at Sedgemoor. I never imagined I would be invited to fill 4 cabinets in Dorset County 
Museum with WW2 weapons or take a leading part in a professional Archaeological 
excavation on a WW2 bunker site before it disappeared. Museums now focus on the 
individual stories, not just the high rankers, but also those working the land or on the 
Home Front. 



 
Defence of “Historical Importance” 
 

36. Proposed Definition: - Historical Importance; an item of intrinsic value and of original 
manufacture (not facsimile or commemorative copy) which is 

(a) of an Iconic Design and of Social Benefit. 
OR  

(b) has documented provenance or history relating to a key event, unit or individual 
in a Military Campaign. 

 
37. Injuries from knives were a problem in the days of Nelson’s Royal Navy when the first 

knife regulations were applied. The ship’s Master at Arms would inspect sailor’s knives 
when they joined the ship and any points were ground off or hammered off by the ship’s 
blacksmith. The problem was not just the risk of below deck conflicts, but also the risk of 
it being dropped from the rigging. By the mid 19th century sailor’s knives were 
manufactured with a square end (Photograph 6 TOP). After English sailors fought in the 
American Civil War, the US Navy adopted the square ended knife and designed a gravity 
knife version (Photograph 6 BOTTOM). This rare item is of Social Benefit and not even a 
weapon. 

 
38. The most commonly encountered item is the WW2 Luftwaffe aircrew gravity knife. A 

total of 71 German aircraft came down in Dorset, with about 180 crew being killed or 
captured. While researching into Dorset Home Guard I have stumbled across 5 of these 
still with the families in what is a very small County. Just one story illustrates the 
Historical Importance. 

 
39. On 30th November 1940 an ME109 crash landed at Woodhyde Farm near Harmans 

Cross. The farmer thought the pilot might try and shoot his way out and escape to the 
coast, so sent for Arthur Prior at Afflington Farm, who was in the Home Guard. Arthur 
put on his ill fitting HG uniform, but not yet having been issued with a rifle, picked up his 
pitchfork. He tapped on the plane canopy with his pitchfork and the pilot surrendered 
immediately handing over his loaded Luger pistol. Arthur searched him and found the 
gravity knife. The next evening Arthur was proudly wearing his captured Luger on 
parade, but his platoon officer took it, saying it was an officer’s gun. For Arthur and his 
family, this was his WW2 story and the knife an artefact with great meaning. 

 
40. A quick search of SALEROOM.COM shows 40 similar knives being sold in auctions for 

large sums of money, including the auction house owned by Roy Butler, Militaria Expert 
from Antiques Road Show. Photograph 3 is just one of many I could have chosen. The 
complete lack of incidents of these being used in violent crime is justification for the 
adoption of the defence of Historic Importance. If there were any incidents the 
newspaper headline would be extremely high profile i.e. “WW2 NAZI TERROR FLIER 
KNIFE USED IN STABBING” 

 
Defence of “Antique” 
 

41. Lord Morris of Kenwood in the 1959 debate stated:- “Sheffield makes these goods for 
domestic and legitimate purposes, and I am glad to say that as recently as Monday I was 
told that there is no evidence whatsoever that any of these horrible instruments are 



manufactured in Sheffield.” This is not completely correct, because like the 
concentration camp of WW2 and the saw-back bayonet that we condemned the 
German’s for in WW1; the flick knife was invented by us and appeared in the Great 
Exhibition in 1851. There are no examples in the collection of the V&A Museum or 
Sheffield Western Park Museum but some examples are in the USA.  

 
42. I did see one Victorian example sold to an American collector at the London Arms Fair in 

about 1987 for just under £1000. It looked nothing like the modern foreign double-
edged stiletto bladed flick knives of the 1950’s. It was a double flick with just 2 blades, 
one a saw and the other a conventional penknife blade. It was designed for a one 
handed man and the quality of manufacture and condition was appropriate as a 
museum exhibit, but the 1959 Act meant the only place it could go was overseas. 

 
43. Photograph 2 shows the only flick knife I could find in a UK museum; Science Museum 

accession no 1999-624, which is a combined eating knife and fork. Richmond 
Twickenham and Roehampton Healthcare NHS Trust donated this in 1999. As this is 
quite a recent acquisition, did the Home Office perhaps sanction this? I would suggest a 
defence of “Antique” is justified. Incidentally I would place the date between 1914 and 
1924, based on the date of George Schrade’s patent, its obvious application to the WW1 
casualties and date the trade mark was in use, so maybe Historical Importance is more 
applicable. 

 
44. When applied to flick knives I would recommend a cut off date of 1945 in defining 

“Antique", otherwise when we get to 2050, the cheap quality flick knives of the 1950’s 
will start to drop out of legislation, which is not desirable. 

 
Defence of “Use by Visiting Armed Forces” 
 

45. This defence is self-explanatory and consistent with the modern weapons legislation.  
 

Photograph 5; this USA issue flick knife "Jump-Master/Riggers and Parachutist Knife", 
appears on the NATO Stock Number system (5110-00-526-8740) and as such is available 
to UK troops as well. 

 
Photograph 8, the current issue German gravity knife has already been discussed. 

 
Defence of “Museum or Gallery display” 
 

46. Here are just 2 examples of many:- 
 

Imperial War Museum exhibit IWM(WEA717) is the standard Luftwaffe pilots gravity knife of 
WW2. I was also expecting to find their WW2 British paratrooper gravity knife but it is not 
listed.  

 
Web page www.rafmuseum.org.uk/blog/dornier-secrets from Assistant Curator Claire Carr 
on the excavation of a WW2 Dornier in 2015 by the RAF Museum, shows the knife they 
excavated from the plane. 

 
Without this defence, these will need to be surrendered and destroyed. 



 
Defence of “Hire for film, TV or Theatre productions” 
 

47. Our multi billion pound film industry has overtaken a lot of the manufacturing industries. 
There will be some occasions when the makers of say the latest “Bond” movie require a 
close up shot of a flick knife going click and a plastic replica doesn’t quite fit the directors 
requirements. There is already an established precedence for this with firms that will 
hire these to the production companies, usually accompanied by one of their armourers. 

 
Defence of “for Educational Purposes” 
 

48. The CART organisation is custodian on behalf of the family of the knives and weapons 
from WW2 Bath Auxiliary Unit member Bob Millard. These are displayed \at public 
events, secured in locked cabinets and never left on site unattended. Our mission 
statement includes Education of the public in knowledge of the activities of Britain's 
Resistance Organisation. Some items come within clause 22. 



Annex A Photographs 
 

 
 
Photograph 1  Screen dump:- Typical Flick Knives for Sale on Internet 
 
 
 

 
 
Photograph 2   Screen dump:- Flick Knife on Display in Science Museum London 



 

 
 
Photograph 3  Screen dump:- WW2 German Gravity Knife sold in UK Auction 
 
 

 
 
Photograph 4  Screen dump:- WW2 British Paratrooper Gravity Knife sold UK Auction 



 

 
 
Photograph 5  Screen dump:- Current Issue USA Forces Parachute Knife 
 
 
 
 

 
. 
Photograph 6  TOP  US Navy Sailor’s Rope Knife c 1870 
   BOTTOM US Navy Sailor’s Gravity Knife c 1890 



 

 
 
Photograph 7  WW2 RAF Emergency Ration Pack Utility Knife c 1943 
   WW2 Royal Navy Sailors Jack Knife (Pu’ser’s Dirk) c 1941 
   WW2 British Army Utility Knife c 1939 
   WW2 Luftwaffe Aircrew Utility Gravity Knife c 1940 

 
Photograph 8  Current Issue German Forces Aircrew / Parachutist Release Knife 



 
Annex B  Contributions to Reference Publications 
 

• A Primer of Military Knives Part II by Gordon Hughes & Barry Jenkins 1981 
 

• U.S. MILITARY KNIVES, BAYONETS & MACHETES, BOOK III by H M Coles USA 1990 
 

• A Photographic Primer of Military Knives.  Published by Ron Flook 1990. 
 

• German Military Fighting Knives 1914 – 1945 by Gordon Hughes 1992 
 

• British and Commonwealth Military Knives.  By Ron Flook Published Airlife 1999 
 

• The London Knife Book An A to Z Guide of London Cutlers 1820 - 1945. By Ron Flook 
Published by Antique Knives Ltd 2008 

 

• Wilkinson and the F-S Fighting Knife by Robert Wilkinson Latham 2008 
 

• Battle of Crete by George Forty (ret curator Tank Museum) 2009 
 

• THE COLLECTORS BOOK OF GERMAN BAYONETS 1680-1945 PART TWO, on the Ersatz 
and Ersocs  by Roy Williams 2010 

 

• The Fairbairn Sykes Fighting Knife and other Commando Knives.  Privately published by 
the author Ron Flook in 2013 

 



Annex C 
 
Personal Background 
 
I am a 60-year-old Graduate Chartered Electrical Engineering Consultant working in the High 
Voltage Electrical Supply Industry. I have no Criminal Convictions including any driving offences. 
I have been given high-level security clearance for working in Aldermaston, Porton Down and 
MOD sites throughout the UK. Most recently I wrote the network protection software and 
commissioned the 9 new HV substations in HM Dockyard Portsmouth for quayside supplies for 
HMS Queen Elizabeth.  
 
Nature of Expertise 
 
My healthy but passionate interest in Military and Antique Knives was sparked off by my late 
father, a Sgt with 30 years service in Avon & Somerset Constabulary who served in the Home 
Guard and Royal Navy in WW2. We attended Militaria Fairs together most weekends and 45 
years later I am one of the leading experts on the subject in the UK. It is not the actual object 
that appeals to the collector, it is the story that goes with it; - the saga of its design, the quality 
of manufacture from our lost Cutlery Industry and the personal histories of those days of 
conflict and uncertainty. 
 
I am acknowledged as a major contributor of images, historical documents and research 
material in the 10 reference books detailed in Annex B and also the edged weapons consultant 
to Militaria Auctioneers Bosley’s and Marlow’s. 
 
I have also jointly published 2 articles in conjunction with author Ron Flook, which focus on the 
people beyond the artefact:- 
 

• Knives of Robbins of Dudley.  Knife World in USA February 2010  
 

• Robbins Dudley Style Push Daggers at War. Armourer Magazine 2018 (pending ) 
 

I have been researching into the Home Guard in Dorset for about 10 years including the 
Auxiliary Unit or British Resistance. I am a committee member of CART (Coleshill Auxiliary 
Research Team), a countrywide organisation of like-minded volunteers who undertake research, 
educational displays and lectures to promote the unsung heroes of Britain’s WW2 Resistance. 
During this time I have exhibited knives and weapons at the following public events:- 
 

• “Home Front in Dorset” Dorset Country Museum 2010 
 

• Ceremonial unveiling of memorial to Langton Matravers AU patrol by Lord Lt of Dorset 
and Richard Drax MP 2012 

 

• Purbeck D-Day Commemoration, Leeson House (opened by Richard Drax MP) 2015 
 

• Ceremonial unveiling memorial to Wrackleford AU patrol by Lord Lt of Dorset, Baroness 
Rock of Stratton and Major General Anthony Jeapes CB OBE MC (22nd SAS) 2017 

 

• Invited guest and researcher for unveiling plaque for 2 missing names Imber Friendly Fire 
Incident, Warminster Garrison Church by Andrew Murrison MP, Lieutenant-General Sir 
Roderick Cordy Simpson, KBE, (no exhibits) 

 



• “Time Team” style dig at underground bunker in Wareham area to record structure and 
preserve artefacts at request of Raymond Brown Quarries. Private exhibition for quarry 
staff with public exhibition to follow next year. 

 


