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Dear Lord Bourne, 

Thank you for sending the Government response to our report into tackling inequalities 
faced by Gypsy, Roma and Traveller communities. We are grateful to you for taking the 

time to draft a full reply, drawing evidence from colleagues across Government. The 

Committee has now considered the response and we have a number of concerns that 

we would like to share with you. 

We believe that the new cross-governmental strategy that you announced on 6 June is a 

very positive step that has the potential to tackle many of the inequalities that we 
explored throughout the inquiry. However, we note that you have not provided details 

of the strategy, and this makes it difficult for us to scrutinise any action that might be 
taken as a result. We would be grateful if you would share the details of the strategy 

with us, including any specific objectives, how outcomes will be measured and what the 
timelines are. This will allow us to revisit the issues as part of our ongoing scrutiny. 

There are several recommendations that we made in our report that you have chosen not 

to take up, and we find this disappointing. We recommended that local authorities be 

given increased powers and duties to inspect the quality of education for home educated 

children, something that witnesses told us would be in the best interest of Gypsy and 

Traveller families and which the Children's Commissioner has also recommended for all 

home education children. You stated that the Department for Education is consulting on 
the possibility of a home education register but that you had no plans to change the 

current powers or duties of local authorities. While the possibility of a registration scheme 

is welcome, we feel that this does not go far enough in addressing the challenges that 

home educating Gypsy and Traveller parents face. They often struggle to educate 
children at home without support and we have heard that Gypsy and Traveller young 

people can be expected to go to work or become homemakers at ages as young as 11, 
when they should still be in education . Identifying such children, not simply through a 

register but through active inspection, is the first step to providing the support that Gypsy 

and Traveller parents need to ensure a better future for their children . We ask that you 

reconsider this recommendation. 

We recommended that the Government increase the capacity of community 
organisations that are working with schools to provide role models from Gypsy, Roma 

and Traveller communities. You stated that schools are free to choose how to use their 

budgets, including the use of role models. However, this does not address the problem 



   

 

   

 



   

 

   

 



   

 

   

 


