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From the Chair 

Dear Kevin, 

June 2019 

I am writing further to the Committee's current inquiry into the Preparations for the 
2021 Census. We took evidence from the Office for National Statistics in February, and 
the Committee has been taking an active interest in the equality implications of the 

upcoming census. As the Census (Return Particulars and Removal of Penalties) Bill 

progresses, we wanted to highlight a number of key areas that are relevant to our work 

and would be helpful to consider. 

We heard from lain Bell of ONS that two new questions, one on sexual orientation and 

one on gender identity, would be added to the census questionnaire. We feel that this 

would be of great benefit to LGBT communities and endorse this move. lain Bell told us 
that the gender identity question will have an open text box below it, to allow non

binary people (who identify as neither male or female) and people with other gender 
identities to identify themselves on the questionnaire. 

lain Bell also told us that the current question relating to a person's sex will remain the 
same as it has been on previous censuses. However, we are concerned that the sex 

question will remain a binary, with only "male" and "female" given as options. If 

people wish to express a sex or gender that is different, we were told that it would be 

possible for respondents to enter free text under the new gender identity question 
instead. While this would allow people to write in an answer that gives their gender 

identity, this does not allow intersex people to clearly identify themselves, so long as the 

sex questions remains closed with only two options. This leaves intersex people who 

may wish to identify themselves in a difficult position. We would therefore ask that you 
consider including a open text option under the sex question, so that intersex people 

are able to fill in the census accurately. We feel that this would be of benefit not just 
for intersex people themselves, but also in areas such as health service commissioning. 

We would also recommend that ONS reaches out specifically to non-binary 

communities as part of its outreach work, so that they are fully aware of the write-in 
option that is available to them. 



   

 

   

 



   

 

   

 


