Hybrid scrutiny proceedings
Draft resolution and temporary standing orders
PROCEEDINGS DURING THE PANDEMIC
Mr Jacob Rees-Mogg
That this House is committed to taking all steps necessary to balance its responsibilities for
continuing scrutiny of the executive, legislating and representation of the interests of constituents
with adherence to the guidance issued by Public Health England and the restrictions placed upon all
citizens of the United Kingdom, and is further committed, in pursuit of that aim, to allowing virtual
participation in the House’s proceedings, to extending the digital capacity of those proceedings to
ensure the participation of all Members, and to ensuring that its rules and procedures are adapted
to permit as far as possible parity of treatment between Members participating virtually and
Members participating in person.

HYBRID SCRUTINY PROCEEDINGS
Mr Jacob Rees-Mogg
That the following orders be made and have effect until 12 May:
A. Scrutiny proceedings
1) The House shall meet at 2.30pm on Mondays, and at 11.30 am on Tuesdays and Wednesdays
and will first proceed with questions and statements under the orders [Hybrid scrutiny
proceedings] of today.
2) Scrutiny proceedings shall conclude not later than two hours after their commencement, save
that the Speaker shall have discretion to extend the proceedings for a short additional period if it
seems to him appropriate to do so.
3) Following the conclusion of scrutiny proceedings, the House shall proceed with business set
down to be taken at the commencement of public business and then with the main business.
4) Scrutiny proceedings comprise
a) questions to ministers;
b) urgent questions;
c) ministerial statements.
5) No question of which notice has been given under SO No. 22(5) shall be taken more than one
hour after the House sits, and scrutiny proceedings shall otherwise be taken in the order
determined by the Speaker who shall announce that order not later than the start of the sitting
to which it relates.
6) Members may participate in scrutiny proceedings virtually, by electronic means approved by the
Speaker, or by attending in the Chamber. The Speaker may limit the number of Members
present in the Chamber at any one time.
7) For the purposes of proceedings under this order, Members shall give notice by electronic
means designated by the Speaker.
8) Notice periods in respect of all scrutiny proceedings shall be set by the Speaker, provided that
the latest date and time specified by the Speaker for questions to ministers shall be such as to

enable notices to be circulated at least two days (excluding Friday, Saturday and Sunday) before
the question is to be answered.
B. Urgent questions
1) In respect of any day to which order (A. Scrutiny proceedings) applies, a Member may apply to
the Speaker for leave to ask an urgent question under this order.
2) An urgent question is one which, in the Speaker’s opinion, is of an urgent character and relates
to a matter of public importance.
C. Supplementary provisions
1) No unopposed business, save motions for unopposed returns of which notice has been given,
may be taken at the commencement of scrutiny proceedings.
2) Notices of private business may be set down to be taken at the commencement of public
business after scrutiny proceedings, but, if opposed, shall not be proceeded with but shall be
deferred to such time, other than a Friday, as the Chairman of Ways and Means shall appoint.
3) Standing Order Nos. 7, 8, and 21 shall not have effect and the Speaker shall be required under
paragraph (5) of Standing Order No 22 to take account of the party balance while these orders
are in force.
4) In any case where the Speaker has ordered the withdrawal of a Member, or of several Members,
under Standing Order No 43 and is required to direct the Serjeant at Arms to give effect to the
order, the Member or Members shall be suspended from the service of the House for the
following sitting day.
5) No motion to sit in private may be made during scrutiny proceedings.
6) The Speaker may amend any provision of these orders, if he determines it is necessary to do so
in order to ensure that the conduct of business is consistent with the Resolution of the House
(Proceedings during the pandemic) of 21 April.
7) Before exercising his power under paragraph (6), the Speaker shall satisfy himself that he has the
agreement of the Leader of the House.

