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Agriculture Bill Committee: Call for written evidence 
Anglian Water Services Ltd.  

 
1. Anglian Water is the water and water recycling provider for over 6 million customers in the east 

of England, encompassing nearly a quarter of England’s landmass between the Humber and 
Thames estuaries. Our operational region is critical to the UK’s food supply, with around half of 
England’s grade 1 and 2 agricultural land. A flourishing and sustainable agri-food sector is vital 
to the regional economy.  Therefore, we have a keen interest in ensuring that reform of the 
farm payments system rewards the right practices in a way that enhances the environment and 
delivers benefits for the public – our customers.  
 

2. Overall, we strongly welcome the core principles at the heart of the Bill – public money for 
public goods. However, the effectiveness of the Bill in its current form undermines the potential 
for success in its implementation and delivery, and we believe there is more to be included to 
improve this. We welcome the opportunity to engage with the Agriculture Bill Committee, and 
the points raised below outline some points to consider in improving the legislation: 
 

‘Public Money for Public Goods’ Priorities and Funding 

3. ‘Public goods’ should focus on environmental improvement, public access to land, animal 
welfare, and increasing the productivity of farm businesses 
We were pleased to see in the new version of the bill that ‘managing land or water in a way that 
protects or improves the environment’ is first in the list of public goods that will attract financial 
assistance in the new post-CAP regime.  Also that managing land, water and livestock for 
climate change mitigation and adaptation, and to manage environmental hazards such as 
flooding, are also listed.  The addition of ‘protecting or improving the quality of soil’ is very 
welcome indeed in the republished bill, as good soil health underpins many ecosystem services 
such as food production, climate change mitigation, biodiversity, water resources and water 
quality, and flood risk management. 
 

4. Food production should not be considered a ‘public good’ under the meaning of the bill 
Whilst food production is of critical importance and will remain a key focus for farmers on 
productive land, the bill committee should resist amendments that would link financial 
assistance to the keeping of livestock or the production of food. There are many other policy 
levers available to the government to support British farming and encourage sustainably 
sourced, local food, should they wish.  There are also better and more cost-effective ways to 
manage volatility in food pricing than retaining an element of land-based subsidies. 

 

5. Maintain the same level of funding for agricultural support through to 2027.  
We wholly support the EFRA Committee’s recommendation (paragraph 36) in their Health and 
Harmony inquiry report 1 to maintain and ringfence funding for agricultural support, and this 
should be in place during the entire transition period to 2027. Reducing funding support as the 
effect of new trading arrangements are felt could lead to farming practices that negatively 
impact the environment. 

 
Regulatory Baseline, Inspections and Advice for Farmers 

6. The bill lacks the establishment and definition of a strong regulatory baseline.  
 This is crucial to make sure basic environmental land management approaches are not 

abandoned as and when the current system of cross-compliance is withdrawn.  Swift 
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 https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201719/cmselect/cmenvfru/870/870.pdf  
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implementation of Dame Glenys Stacey’s farm inspection review will offer certainty to farmers 
and would help guarantee a strong post-CAP regulatory baseline and compliance regime.  

 

7. Resources must be allocated to on-farm inspection and enforcement.  
 Underpinned by clear and readily-available advice to farmers, inspection and enforcement of 

the new regulatory baseline must be sufficiently resourced. This would avoid a repeat of the 
problems with the new Farming Rules for Water, which in principle are very powerful but in 
practice are ineffective because the Environment Agency does not have the resources to 
communicate, inspect nor enforce them. 

 

8. Improve advice services for farmers and land managers.  
 Given the already fractured nature of advice services for land managers and the scale of the 

reform proposed in the Agriculture Bill, sufficient resources must be allocated to on-farm advice 
services to make sure farming businesses adjust effectively to the new public money for public 
goods regime, and maximum benefits for the environment are realised.  

 
Environmental spatial planning 

9. Consultation on and agreement of local priorities for Environmental Land Management 
The Agriculture Bill should establish a process whereby local priorities for environmental 
enhancement can be agreed and used to inform decisions on the allocation of public funding 
under the Environmental Land Management Scheme (ELMS). Public bodies, water companies, 
environmental NGOs, local businesses, neighbouring landowners and many others will want to 
have a say in which ‘public goods’ are the most important for individual land managers to 
pursue in each part of the country, based on the specific needs and opportunities within each 
catchment. There is also the potential for ELMS money to be blended with and used to leverage 
water company and other private investment in environmental benefits of mutual interest.  
Such a process needs to be grounded in primary legislation and organised across the country at 
a sensible spatial scale so that plans and priorities are co-ordinated and maximum value is 
achieved for both the environment and for the taxpayer. The approach can build on the existing 
catchment-based approach (CaBA) partnerships already in existence, and linked with the local 
nature recovery strategies proposed in the Environment Bill. 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/new-farming-rules-for-water

