
 

 

 

 

Rt Hon. Michael Gove MP 

Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster 

Cabinet Office 

70 Whitehall 

London 

SW1A 2AS 

 

 1 May 2020  

  
 
 

Thank you for your reply of 24 March regarding parliamentary scrutiny of the Withdrawal 

Agreement Joint Committee (WAJC).  

 

We welcome your commitment to lay Written Ministerial Statements in advance of and 

following each meeting of the WAJC. We believe that these should be accompanied by oral 

statements whenever possible so that MPs are able to ask questions about the WAJC’s work. 

Your letter of 6 April reporting on the WAJC’s first meeting, sent in lieu of a Written Statement 

owing to the early parliamentary recess, is also welcome. Due to the ongoing uncertainty 

around parliamentary sittings we would be grateful if you could confirm that similar updates 

will be sent in the future when the WAJC meets during any period when Parliament is not 

sitting. 

 

You note in your reply that a detailed timetable of WAJC meetings has not yet been agreed. In 

your letter of 6 April you wrote that the date of the next WAJC meeting had not been agreed, 

“but will be determined by the work of the Specialised Committees.” Once dates for future 

WAJC meetings are confirmed, the Government should share these with Parliament. The 

Government should also share a timetable of meetings and agendas for the Specialised 

Committees: we do not agree that parliamentary scrutiny should be limited to the Joint 

Committee only, not least because it appears many of the decisions to be taken by the Joint 

Committee will in practice be formulated by the Specialised Committees and submitted for 

formal approval by the Joint Committee only, similar to the manner in which the substance of 

most decisions of the Council of Ministers of the EU is prepared in advance in working parties 

composed of officials. We therefore do not accept the argument that scrutiny is not appropriate 

because discussions will be between officials, and we remind you that — during the UK’s 

membership of the EU — the Government consistently provided information on EU-level 

meetings at which the UK was represented by officials rather than Ministers.  

 

We are disappointed that your reply did not address several of the proposals in our letter of 18 

March, and wish to give you a further opportunity to respond. We will be monitoring the 

Government’s commitment to parliamentary scrutiny of the WAJC, and attach a summary of 

its commitments thus far. In addition to the proposals we raised in our letter of 18 March, we 

have included other proposals made by House of Commons Select Committees. In your reply 

to this letter we would be grateful for an update on the action which are not yet marked as 

Agreed. 

 



 
 

   
 

In addition to the points raised in our previous letter, we ask that the Government proposes a 

mechanism for scrutiny of the implementation and application of the Northern Ireland Protocol 

after the end of the transition period. This mechanism must ensure that Parliament is notified 

of, and enabled to scrutinise, draft amendments to EU Acts which would take effect in Northern 

Ireland under Article 13(3) of the Northern Ireland Protocol and draft new EU Acts which 

would take effect in Northern Ireland under Article 13(4) of the Northern Ireland Protocol. As 

a minimum, the European Scrutiny Committee and the Northern Ireland Affairs Committee 

should be notified of such draft legislation at the earliest opportunity, and ministers should 

accept any request by either Committee to give evidence on any issues arising and how this 

legislation is to be implemented. We have included this proposal in our summary. 

 

We look forward to your response. 

 

 
Hilary Benn MP . 

Chair, Committee on the Future Relationship with 

the European Union 

 

(Approved remotely by Chairman) 

 

Sir William Cash MP 

Chairman, European Scrutiny Committee 

 
Simon Hoare MP 

Chairman, Northern Ireland Affairs Committee 

 
Sir Robert Neill MP 

Chair, Justice Committee 

 
Tom Tugendhat MP 

Chair, Foreign Affairs Committee 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Karen Bradley MP 

Chair, Procedure Committee 

 

 
Yvette Cooper MP 

Chair, Home Affairs Select Committee 

 
Angus Brendan MacNeill MP 

Chair, International Trade Committee 

 
Mel Stride MP 

Chair, Treasury Committee 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

Annex A: Actions relating to the Withdrawal Agreement, the Joint Committee and its Specialised Committees 

Task Status Update 

Publish a schedule of meetings of the Joint 
Committee and Specialised Committees during the 
transition period 

Partly agreed The Government has not yet committed to providing an up to date timetable of 
meetings. The next meeting of the Joint Committee is confirmed to be taking place in 
June. Schedules for the Specialised Committees have not been established. 

Provide an update on each meeting of the Joint 
Committee by way of a statement 

Agreed The Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster has committed to making Written Ministerial 
Statement both before and after each Joint Committee meeting. During the recent 
recess period this update was provided by way of a letter to several Committee Chairs. 

Make a statement to Parliament setting out its 
position on any decision to be taken in Joint 
Committee that would be binding on the UK, and 
updating Parliament on the results of Joint 
Committee discussions 

Not yet agreed  
 
 
 
  

Make a statement on any request made to 
establish an arbitration panel under Article 170 of 
the Withdrawal Agreement 

Agreed Section 30 of the European Union (Withdrawal Agreement) Act 2020 requires the 
Government to make such a statement 

Make statements on compliance with rulings of an 
arbitration panel established by Article 170 

Not yet agreed  

Make statements on the Joint Committee’s annual 
report on the functioning of the Withdrawal 
Agreement 

Not yet agreed  

Share documents considered by the Joint and 
Specialised Committees where appropriate 

Not yet agreed  

Propose a mechanism for scrutinising the 
implementation and application of the Northern 
Ireland Protocol after the end of the transition 
period (with particular reference to Articles 13(3) 
and 13(4) on EU Acts which would take effect in 
Northern Ireland). 

Not yet proposed  

 


