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IN PARLIAMENT 

HOUSE OF COMMONS 

SESSION 2013-14 

HIGH SPEED RAIL (LONDON - WEST MIDLANDS) 

PETITION 

Against the Bill - On Merits - Praying to be heard by counsel, &c. 

To the Honourable the Commons of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and 

Northern Ireland in Parliament assembled. 

THE HUMBLE PETITION OF SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

SHEWETH as follows:-

A Bill (hereinafter called 'the Bill'), has been introduced and is now pending in 

your honourable House intituled 'A Bill to make provision for a railway 

between Euston in London and a junction with the West Coast Main Line at 

Handsacre in Staffordshire, with a spur from Old Oak Common in the London 

Borough of Hammersmith and Fulham to a junction with the Channel Tunnel 

Rail Link at York Way in the London Borough of Islington and a spur from Water 

Orton in Warwickshire to Curzon Street in Birmingham; and for connected 

purposes'. 

The Bill is presented by Mr Secretary McLoughlin, supported by the Prime 

Minister, the Deputy Prime Minister, Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, Secretary 

Theresa May, Secretary Vince Cable, Secretary lain Duncan Smith, Secretary 

Eric Pickles, Secretary Owen Paterson, Secretary Edward Davey, and Mr 

Robert Goodwill. 
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3. Clauses 1 to 36 set out the Bill's objectives In relation to the construction and 

operation of the railway mentioned in paragraph 1 above. They include 

provision for the construction of works, highways and road traffic matters, the 

compulsory acquisition of land and other provisions relating to the use of 

land, planning permission, heritage issues, trees and noise. They include 

clauses which would disapply and modify various enactments relating to 

special categories of land including burial grounds, consecrated land, 

commons and open spaces, and other matters, including overhead lines, 

water, building regulations and party walls, street works and the use of lorries. 

4. Clauses 37 to 42 of the Bill deal with the regulatory regime for the railway 

5. Clauses 43 to 65 of the Bill set out a number of miscellaneous and general 

provisions, including provision for the appointment of a nominated undertaker 

('the Nominated Undertaker') to exercise the powers under the Bill, transfer 

schemes, provisions relating to statutory undertakers and the Crown, provision 

about the compulsory acquisition of land for regeneration, reinstatement 

works and provision about further high speed railway works. Provision is also 

made about the application of Environmental Impact Assessment 

Regulations. 

6. The works proposed to be authorised by the Bill ('Phase One. of H52') are 

specified in dauses 1 and 2 of and Schedules 1 and 2 to the Bill. They consist 

of scheduled works, which are described in Schedule 1 to the Bill and other 

works, which are described in clause 2 of and Schedules 2 and 3: to the Bill. 

7. Your Petitioners are Southam Town Council (hereinafter referred to as your 

Petitioners) constituted in 1974 to serve the residents of the Market Town of 

Southam. Southam has an electorate of 5251. Southam Town Council is 

representing the interests and concerns of residents and businesses of the 

town of Southam with regard to the impact of the High Speed 2 project. Their 

rights, interests and, in some cases, property are injuriously affected by the Bill, 

either directly or indirectly, by the works referred to above. Your Petitioners 

have little confidence that the benefits claimed for the proposed works will 

be realised, and that it will damage both the national economy and the 

environment and amenity enjoyed by the population. However, in 
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recognition of fhe determination of the Promoters to proceed with the 

scheme, your Petitioners have worked assiduously to win for the people of 

Southam the best possible mitigation of the harmful impacts. 

B. Your Petitioners were invited to attend, and were active participants in all 

rounds of Community Forum meetings arranged by HS2 Ltd between March 

2012 and September 2013, and in addition attended formal and informal 

bilateral meetings with HS2 engineers and other HS2 staff, compensation 

meetings, assisted setting up meetings with local farmers, business people 

and individuals to encourage them to engage with HS2 staff. 

9. Your Petitioners aver that they and their property, rights and interests in their 

area and the inhabitants thereof would be injuriously and prejudicially 

affected by the provisions of the Bill if passed into law in their present form 

and they accordingly object to the Bill for the reasons, amongst others, 

hereinafter appearing. 

10. Your Petitioners oppose the Bill In principle. Whilst your Petitioners 

acknowledge that the principle of the Bill is established at second reading, 

your Petitioners' views on the subject are so strong, they must be recorded in 

this petition. 

11. Southam Residents and Businesses lie close to the line of the route of the 

proposed railway and will be affected to varying degrees. Southam will not 

gain any benefit from the railway. In your Petitioners' submission, it is entirely 

reasonable to expect the Promoters and the Nominated Undertaker to 

provide mitigation over and, above that which is currently being proposed, 

and also to provide compensation to Southam Residents and Businesses by 

the provision of additional infrastructure, facilities and funding which will 

benefit them as a whole. In the following paragraphs your Petitioners set out 

a range of expectations in that regard, but consider that the Promoters 

should be required to consider further suggestions provided by your 

Petitioners. 
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Isolation 

12. Your Petitioners aver that Southam and its surrounding area will be 

significantly affected by the construction and operation of the proposed 

railway. Overall, the town of Southam will be very badly hit by the 

construction of the railway, with no benefits arising for its residents and 

businesses. It is a small market town and serves as the local centre for 

surrounding villages. It is important that the community is compensated for 

the disruption caused by the construction and operation of the railway. 

13. In its Environmental Statement, the Promoters described the impact upon 

Southam as 'minor adverse effect' and 'isolafion effecf on residents is 

assessed as negligible'. Your Petitioners take great exception to this 

statement and will establish this in the body of this petition. Equally 

concerning to your Petitioners is that no comment was made about the 

impact on businesses and employment. 

14. In actual fact, for up to 6 years the market town of Southam could become 

isolated, causing a severe impact on residents, businesses and the way in 

which the community as a whole functions. This includes the need to divert 

gas, electricity and water mains. Southam has a mix of shops and services 

which are vital to its catchment areas of rural communities. In turn, the 

businesses rely on this regular custom. It is clear that access to the town will be 

seriously disrupted by the construction of the railway, resulting in loss of trade. 

15. No assessment has been carried out of the effect on the community as a 

result of an additional 2000 heavy goods vehicles on the local road network 

every day, the majority of them being 40 tonnes, together with road re

alignments and closures. A full and complete assessment involving Councils, 

businesses and individuals, as well as health officials and emergency services, 

must be carried out prior to any work starting, and any impact found should 

have mitigation implemented. 

16. Construction of the railway affects two exits from Southam to the south (A423 

and B4451) and two to the west (A425 & Welsh Road West), as well as the 

closure of the Long Itchington Road at its junction with the Fosse Way and the 

re-alignment of the Fosse Way at its junction with Welsh Road West. The 
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construction programme anticipates road works lasting 2 years for each 

component, which means that at least two, and possibly more, will have to 

be carried out at the same time. The consequent effect on individuals, 

business travel and pupils travelling to schools, particularly Southam College 

within & without the area will be extraordinary, due to road works & the 

additional traffic (2000 extra vehicle movements per day). Southam College 

serves students from Southam and the surrounding area and their 

educational needs must not be compromised by difficulties getting to and 

from school, in addition, access to Southam Leisure Centre must also not be 

compromised, as again, pupils from Southam and the surrounding area 

access this facility in order to meet cun'iculum requirements. A Full assessment 

must be carried out and additional mitigation measures implemented to 

minimise the effect. 

Electromagnetic Fields 

17. There Is a worid leading computer games company, Codemasters, close to 

the proposed railway south of the A425 to the west of Southam. It currently 

employs 600 people and has planning permission to expand its operations on 

the site. Your Petitioners understand that there has been no assessment 

carried out by the Promoters into the impact on local businesses of 

electromagnetic fields or infrasound from the trains and trackside equipment 

on the nature of the work undertaken by the company. Such an assessment 

must be carried out and measures token to ensure there is no impact on a 

business, and Its level of local employment. 

18. The effect on a business such as Codemasters, whose staff use and rely on 

advanced computer technology, and which relies entirely on a steady 

power current for all the computers, requires specific assessment and 

mitigation, as does the impact of the road re-alignment on staff moving in 

and out of the business. 

Infrasound generated as high speed trains enter and exit tunnels 

19. Your petitioners are concerned at the possible effects of infrasound on local 

businesses and residents, including particularly our children and young 
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people at Southam schools and also the increasing number of elderly 

residents living in our town. 

20. Infrasound waves have frequencies lower than the audible range {<20 Hz), 

are capable of being propagated over long distances and are difficult to 

control due to their long wavelength. 

21. There are very many sources of infrasound, some natural and some man-

made. The effect of infrasound on animal behaviour has resulted in a wide 

range of reports into the propagation of the radiation and the often dramatic 

response of different animals which are all worthy of note in any discussion of 

the effects of Infrasound. 

22. Studies of human reaction to infrasound include those that suggest the 

radiation con cause feelings of owe or fear in humans. The reports of the 

French research directed by Professor Vladimir Gavreau in the 1960's into the 

generation and effects of infrasound ore particulariy alarming. At a lower 

intensity level the concentration levels of his scientific staff were obsen/ed to 

be lowered significantly, with some also experiencing pain in the eardrums. 

At a higher intensity level, alarming effects were reported, including 

temporary paralysis, by those involved in experimental investigation into 

locally generated infrasound. 

23. Reports in 2003 on the effect of infrasound on participants listening to a 

controlled experimental concert in the Purcell Room reported significant 

experiences of anxiety, uneasiness, extreme sorrow, nervous feelings of 

revulsion or fear, chills down the spine and feelings of pressure on the chest. 

Recent medical studies indicate that infrasound appears to affect the 

nervous system and the brain. 

24. Even at low power levels symptoms such as dizziness, vomiting and 

headaches have been obsen/ed. 
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25. In the work of Professor Gavreau, which Is regarded as the start of modern 

studies of infrasound, the cause of the initial troublesome effects on his 

scientific staff was shown to be infrasound generated by a turbine at some 

distance from his laboratory. This observation has led to a particular 

increased interest in the radiation generated by rotating turbines. 

26. Since the 1970's there hove been many reports on the different ways in which 

infrasound is generated in our modern society. One of these is the generation 

of infrasound by high speed trains as they enter and leave tunnels. 

27. It has been recorded in the literature that "one of the most important 

environmental problems for high speed rail engineers is the low frequency 

noise problem which is due to a pressure wave generated by interaction 

between a high speed train and a structure near a railway. A typical 

example of a low frequency noise problem is due to tunnel entry" - (T. 

Ogawa, 2008) 

28. Such environmental problems have been reported for different high speed 

rail systems such as the Maglev and Shinkansen railways at relatively high 

speeds, but lower than speeds projected for the HS2 trains as they pass 

Southam after leaving and before entering the tunnel to the west of the 

town. The planned frequency at which trains are to pass Southam is about 

one every 2 minutes. This we believe would lead to a quasi - continuous 

generation of low frequency radiation very close to our town for 16 hours in 

every 24 hour period. 

29. During the public consultations held in Southam, representatives of HS2 were 

unable/unwilling to comment on possible infrasound effects and were only 

prepared to discuss measures proposed to ameliorate problems with high 

intensity audible noise from the trains when travelling at 400km per hour post 

Southam. 
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30. There has been no apparent assessment of the impact of these sound wave 

bursts that will occur approximately every 100 seconds at each end of the 

tunnel, for up to 2000 metres from the portal. This could have a harmful effect 

on, local residents, livestock & horses including those at the Polo grounds. Yet 

the EIA from HS2 states that there will be no impact on animals or people. 

There must be an assessment of the effects on health of local residents and 

adequate measures taken to stop these sound waves. 

31. We request that any results from the examination of these problems be 

published and that consideration be given to reducing the operating speed 

of fhe HS2 trains to approximately 200kms per hour. Your Petitioners note that 

the Secretary of State has recently stated that capacity is to be given greater 

priority than speed. This could allow consideration of a different route to that 

proposed. A different route would produce significantly less impact of the 

high speed rail project on people who live in parts of the country that will see 

no discernable benefit from the proposed development and could cost 

much less. 

Ground Vibration 

32. Your petitioner attended Southam area meetings with HS2 Engineers on every 

occasion that meetings were held in Southam from Community forums to 

bilateral meetings. 

33. Your petitioner requested that both noise and ground vibration figures be 

produced along the length of the line to help people blighted by HS2 

understand the blight levels for noise and ground vibration. Average noise 

levels were produced by HS2 Ltd but not Ground vibration figures. At one 

Southam roadshow your Petitioner was informed that the Arup engineer In 

attendance had no information on ground vibration and the Engineers were 

not aware of specific information. A FOI request oh this subject also failed to 

produce information on ground vibration. 
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34. From the HS2 noise maps provided by HS2 Ltd and calculations of ground 

vibration, businesses on the southern side of Southam will have no choice but 

to close with the loss of hundreds of key local jobs. 

35. Your petitioner wishes to point out that the Southam area is indeed a rare 

CPRE designated 'zone of tranquility' and 'area of low light pollution' with two 

tunnels running under ancient woodlands. 

36. This section of the railway runs through a predominantly quiet rural area of 

Warwickshire and will generate substantial noise and vibration impacts upon 

the locality. Your Petitioners aver that it is fair and reasonable for the 

community of Southam to expect the highest possible levels of mitigation 

against these impacts. 

37. Your Petitioners are gravely concerned that no work has been carried out on 

the possible effects of vibration from the high speed trains on the local 

topography - more specifically the underiying Lias limestone Clay soils in 

Warwickshire which covers much of the Southam area. The effect of ground 

vibration on the local water courses is also a matter of concern. 

38. Your petitioners are concerned that many domestic, commercial and farm 

buildings along the line have shallow or no Building Regulation foundations 

due to their construction before, during or just after WWII, so could be highly 

sensitive to ground vibration. Wherever liquefaction of ground may occur, 

works may be required to stabilise historic buildings, which will almost certainly 

have an impact on their significance. 

39. Ground-borne vibration can be a serious concern for nearby neighbours and 

businesses of a transit system route such as that of HS2 or maintenance 

facility, causing buildings to shake to the point of structural damage and 

rumbling sounds to be heard. It is unusual for vibration from sources such as 

low speed buses and trucks to be perceptible, even in locations close to 
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major roads. Some common sources of ground-borne vibration are trains, 

buses on rough roads, and construction activities such as blasting, pile-driving 

and operating heavy earth-moving equipment. HS2 has a design speed of 

225mph and your petitioner believes that at this high speed it is vital to 

determine the likely ground vibration levels. 

40. The effects of ground-borne vibration include feelable movement of the 

building floors, rattling of windows, shaking of items on shelves or hanging on 

walls, and rumbling sounds. In extreme cases, the vibration can cause 

damage to buildings. Building damage is not a factor for normal 

transportation projects, with the occasional exception of blasting and pile-

driving during construction but is likely from high speed trains. It can be partly 

mitigated by designing the track bed to incorporate vibration dampening 

materials. Annoyance from vibration often occurs when the vibration 

exceeds the threshold of perception by only a small margin. A vibration level 

that causes annoyance will be well below the damage threshold for normal 

buildings. 

41. The train wheels rolling on the roils create vibration energy that is transmitted 

through the track support system into the transit structure. The amount of 

energy that is transmitted into the transit structure is strongly dependent on 

factors such as how smooth the wheels and roils are and the resonance 

frequencies of the vehicle suspension system, the track support system and 

the speed of the trains. These systems, like all mechanical systems, have 

resonances which result in increased vibration response at certain 

frequencies, called natural frequencies. 

42. The vibration of the HS2 transit structure will excite the adjacent ground, 

creating vibration waves that propagate through the various soil and rock 

strata to the foundations of nearby buildings. The vibration propagates from 

the foundation throughout the remainder of the building structure. The 

maximum vibration amplitudes of the floors and walls of a building often will 

be at the resonance frequencies of various components of the building. 
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43. The vibration of floors and walls may cause perceptible vibration, rattling of 

items such as windows or dishes on shelves, or a rumble noise. The rumble is 

the noise radiated from the motion of the room surfaces. In essence, the 

room surfaces act like a giant loudspeaker causing what is called ground-

borne noise. 

44. Your Petitioner believes that it is very important for HS2 Ltd to both investigate 

and calculate the ground vibration levels from HS2 trains travelling at 225mph 

and the ground vibration levels at specific distances from the track 

45. Your Petitioner requests that this information be provided for the length of the 

proposed track. 

Rights of way: footpaths 

46. Your petitioners are concerned about the possible effects on public rights of 

way and the safety of its users, as a result of the construction of structures and 

the placement of plant, equipment, route surfacing and other materials on 

public rights of way, required as a consequence of the authorised works. Your 

Petitioners request your honourable House to require that the Nominated 

Undertaker must ensure that any object or structure placed on a public right 

of way must conform with any relevant and appropriate safety standard, and 

to any other appropriate British Standard. The placement of any structure (for 

example bridges, crossings, gates etc) and route surfacing must be agreed 

with Wanwickshire County Council In advance, with reference to suitability 

and appropriateness for the site and the routes in question, and should be in 

accordance with the relevant provisions contained within the policies of the 

Local Transport Plan. 

47. Southam has a number of walking routes these are: 

SM24, SM21, SMI 9, SMI 9a, SMI 9, SM33, SM32, SM31, SM20, SM90, SM52, SM30, 

SM 29, SM29, The Holywell Trail, The Blue Lias Rings and The Harry Green Way. 

These walking routes connect the town with the surrounding villages. They 

are reguloriy walked by local residents and the Ramblers Association and will 

be affected by temporary or permanent closures as a result of the 
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construction of the works. Your Petitioners are concerned to ensure that 

alternative routes are implemented in all cases both during and after 

construction so as to continue to deliver health and social benefits for local 

residents. 

48. Your petitioners require oh undertaking that the Promoters must give 

consideration to health and safety and security issues when diverting public 

rights of way. Any proposed diversion should not adversely affect security of 

properties along it and the health and safety of users of the rights of way 

should not be compromised. 

Effects on Ecology and the Local Environment 

49. Both the construction of HS2 and the physical specification for operating HS2 

will hove ecological impacts on habitats and ecological functions to the 

south and southwest of Southam. 

50. Long Itchington and Ufton Woods ore local Sites of Special Scientific Interest 

(SSSI). Despite this, it is admitted in the Promoters' Environmental Statement 

(Para 7.4.4 of Volume 2 CFA 16) that no geotechnical investigation has been 

carried out. Para 7.4.8 states there are no expected impacts on the SSSI as a 

result of changes to groundwater flow or levels. Yet eariier it states that 

'dewatering may be required'. Your Petitioners claim that dewatering will 

cause a risk to habitats above the tunnel. No detailed impact assessment has 

been carried out by the Promoters on the effects of tunnelling and 

construction on the trees, especially in relation to changes to drainage 

patterns and the water table. 

51. More generally, the direct Impacts of construction to the south-east of the 

proposed tunnel will include disturbance, loss and destruction of habitats and 

individuals. This will occur not only along the footprint of the proposed line but 

will also be significant in adjacent areas required during the construction of 

the line such as vehicle, storage and workers' compounds. It is likely that 

there will be changes in populations and hierarchy of species through 

reductions in habitat area and quality. Survival of mobile species will be 
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dependent on the availability of suitable sites nearby. Populations of non-

mobile species will be destroyed. Your petitioners do not believe that realistic 

costs for the restoration of these habitats hove yet been assessed. 

52. Ecological connectivity is a key objective of the National Planning Policy 

Framework and your petitioners hove concerns about the damage to 

ecological connectivity caused by the construction and operation of HS2. 

The linear nature of the line will result in a physical barrier to the movement of 

a large number of species and disrupt the normal behaviour of species which 

have regular movement between suitable habitats. 

53. Your petitioners believe it is essential that connectivity is maintained as much 

OS possible during construction of the HS2 line and that sufficient animal 

crossing points; tunnels and green bridges are constructed as port of the 

works to restore wildlife corridors. 

54. Lighting can also be a significant barrier to the movement of some fauna. It is 

important that the use of artificial light is kept to a minimum during both 

construction and operation of HS2. 

55. In addition to the loss of connectivity, mortality of some species of fauna will 

occur during the operation of HS2. Fencing and other physical barriers may 

be successful in excluding large terrestrial animals from the line; however, 

there will still be wildlife mortality of species such as amphibians, reptiles, 

insects, birds and bats attempting to cross the line. 

56. Residents of Southam currently enjoy good access to a number of rights of 

way (see paragraphs 46 - 48) that cross the proposed HS2 route to the south 

and south-west of the town. Your petitioners ore concerned that the barrier 

effect of the construction and operation of HS2 will severely restrict the 

resident's access to, and tranquil enjoyment of, the local landscape and its 

wildlife. 
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57. Your petitioners are also concerned that where existing habitats are divided 

by HS2 there is likely to be an increase in the length of 'edge' habitat and 

edge effects. This will alter the species composition of these sites by favouring 

those species adapted to living on habitat edges with on overall irreversible 

loss of biodiversity. 

Highways and access 

58. The scale and duration of construction traffic associated with HS2 between 

2017 and 2026 will be unprecedented when compared with other 

infrastructure works in the County and wider sub region. . HS2 Will generate 

dqily flows of approximately 2000 HGV's at key construction locations In the 

County, with routes typically crossing several highway authority boundaries. 

Your Petitioners consider that the cumulative impact of construction traffic 

has been inadequately considered and is poorly presented in the ES. There is 

d high potential for significant traffic congestion around Southam which 

currently is not being recognised. 

59. The Environmental Statement (Para 10.3.5 of Volume 2 CFA 16) states that 

' Ufton is situated approximately 3.5 km west of Southam and about 1 km from 

the eehfre line of the Proposed Scheme and on this basis the construction 

works will not give rise to significant amenity effects on the residents. The 

A425, which has been identified as a construction traffic route for the 

'Proposed Scheme', is the arterial rOute for both^ public and private trdnsport 

from Southdrn to Leamington Spa; it is used by a significant number of people 

everyday, ds well as students getting to ond from Southam College. 

60. It is claimed that this will not substantially increase daily flows of traffic on this 

section of rood, and no significant congestion or delays are anticipated so 

having o: negligible effect. Your Petitioners believe the effect on Southam 

has been underestimated given the increase in traffic, especially the HGVS 

using the A425. down to the cutting head of the Ufton/Long Itchington Wood 

Tunnel plus the removal of construction material from the tunnel. 
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61. The Environmental Statement explains that 'Approximately 56,000 people 

worked in the Stratford-on-Avon District Council area in 2011, with 3,100 

working in the Southam DCA'. Again, your Petitioners believe the impact of 

the construction of the railway on the road network and journey times on the 

community has not been properly recognized by the Promoters. 

62. Your Petitioners seek assurances from the Promoter or the Nominated 

Undertaker that opportunities to deliver local access improvement schemes 

to major employment sites and local junction improvements will be 

collaboratively explored with key stakeholders and funded as port of HS2 

enabling works to mitigate construction traffic impacts. 

63. Your Petitioners also require the Promoters or the Nominated Undertaker to 

proactively monitor and manage construction traffic that enters the highway 

networks that serve Southam. 

64. The railway is proposed to run through a cutting to the east of Offchurch. The 

effect of this cutting will be to close Long Itchington Road at its junction with 

the Fosse Way to straight ahead movements. This will affect an important 

route for residents of Long Itchington and villages to the east of Southam who 

work and use shops, services and amenities in Leamington Spa, Warwick and 

Kenilworth. In its response to the Environmental Statement, WonA/ickshire 

County Council stressed its expectation that there should be no road closures 

associated with the construction of the railway as a matter of principle. 

65. Your petitioner's request the provision of a 'cut and cover' or 'green' tunnel 

at this point so that this busy commuter route is not severed. (Ref. 

Environmental Statement, Volume 2, CFA17, Offchurch and Cubbington, 

Mops CT-05-089 and CT-06-089, OS mop Ref. SP373657). In view of the 

proximity to this junction of a large materials stockpile and the Fosse Way 

Main Compound, a five-arm roundabout should be built to enable safe 

access for the heavy construction traffic on to and off the Fosse Way during 

the years of construction activity. 
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66. Your Petitioners support the provision of a tunnel to take the railway under the 

Long Itchington, Ufton Woods & Polo Grounds. However, it requests that the 

following matters are incorporated into Its design: 

(i) Boom tubes should be provided at each end to mitigate the sound 

boom OS a train enters and leaves the tunnel. These should be at 

least 90 metres long. 

(ii) The short length of green tunnel at the southern end means diverting 

the A425 in order to build this section. To ovoid this situation, the 

tunnel should be bored for its full length. It is evident that there is 

adequate depth for the boring machine to operate in this section. 

Your petitioners specifically request that an investigation be carried 

out in relation to all properties and the potential impact of ground 

vibration from both the construction and the operation of HS2, and 

that full and adequate compensation be paid. 

(iii) The distance between the two bored tunnels should be reduced 

from 25 metres to 10 metres as was originally proposed. This will help 

reduce the ground vibration problem for the one house over the 

tunnel. It would also reduce the distance required for the two lines to 

come back together at each end. 

(iv) At the northern end of the tunnel the line has been raised so that the 

portal now cuts into the SSSI. The line should be lowered at this point 

to push the portal bock out of the SSSI. 

Disruption of Traffic and Transport 

67. The forecast is for traffic volumes to increase during construction by 

approximately 2000 heavy goods vehicle movements each day in on area 

which will also be affected by the 5 rood re-alignments and 1 closure. The 

impact of all these on a community already facing a possible increase in 

housing of an additional 3000 houses, and more business units. 
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68. Yet HS2 Ltd state there is "minimal adverse effect". There must be o full 

assessment of fhe traffic increases on businesses, as well as the health 

impacts of the additional vehicle traffic which will dll be Diesel, and will not 

be of 2017 emission standards as predicted by HS2 Ltd. The effect of 

particulate emission pollution from Diesel engines has been shown to seriously 

harm people especially children. 

69. The proposed rOute crosses the A425 Leamington Rood approximately 1 km 

from Southam. The construction of this crossing will create major disruption to 

the current transport flows during the various construction periods which 

could be up to 4 years. There will also be disruption on the A425 on Ufton Hill 

(The Ridgeway/Green Lone) with construction traffic travelling to the Long 

Itchington Wood Tunnel Entrance site. The A425 also forms the main lorry 

route to/from the line including a main construction access point. In addition 

it is proposed to use The Ridgeway/Green Lane off the A425 as access to a 

construction compound for constructing the tunnel under Long Itchington & 

Ufton Woods. All these activities will significantly increase the transport 

volumes in the immediate area of Southam. 

70. It is proposed that construction traffic will travel south towards the Fosse Way. 

For construction traffic to be able to enter The Ridgeway/Green Lone from 

the A425, HGVs will hove to travel into Ufton and go around the island in the 

middle of the village. Your Petitioners over that this will add further disruption 

to an already dangerous junction. As a consequence of this, there is concern 

that significant volumes of non-construction traffic will divert onto the minor 

rood through Ufton. This rood is already used as a 'rat run' and is totally 

unsuitable for diverted traffic being narrow, with multiple driveways, field 

entrances, entrance to a Local Nature Reserve, with parked vehicles and 

pedestrians including children using it. Any increase in traffic would result in 

safety issues, noise emissions, congestion and disruption. There is also serious 

risk to the older dwellings from vibration damage. 

71. Your Petitioners request that measures be installed to ensure non-construction 

traffic does not use the minor roads through towns and villages, including the 

use of an appropriate weight limit, access only signage and speed humps. A 
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Traffic Management Plan should be agreed with Warwickshire County 

Council and all local Councils along with independent monitoring of its 

provisions before the start of construction. 

Effects of construction on Southam 

72. Your Petitioners ore also concerned to ensure that the Nominated 

Undertaker is required to adopt the very highest standards in respect of the 

mitigation of the effects of noise, vibration, dirt and dust caused during the 

construction period and, in particular, that the CoCP replicates the 

standard Industry Code of Construction Practice as a minimum and the 

further best practice requirements imposed by your Petitioner on other 

major construction projects in the locality. There should also be a 

guarantee that any future changes to industry standards will be complied 

with. 

Noise 

73. Noise both during the construction phase and the operational phase of HS2, 

will impact both the residents and businesses. In addition the local 

topography will produce a funnelling of noise towards the centre of the 

town from the line to the south and southwest of Southam. Your petitioners 

require an undertaking that HS2 Ltd ensure that noise levels ore monitored 

and maintained at legally acceptable levels during the construction phase. 

Full height noise protection measures must be physically put in place to 

minimise the effects of the train passing Southam and environs at up to 

250mph every 100 seconds for 16 hours per day every day. 

Dust 

74. Southam lies in the path of the prevailing south westerly winds, and will suffer 

unless adequate operational strictures are put in place, monitored and 

maintained strictly to minimise the impact of dust. During HSl a significant 

amount of productive farming land was put out of operation by the impact 

of dust. Your Petitioners require on undertaking that automatic particulate 

monitors ore used In order to ensure that dust levels comply with the 
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statutory requirements, oS well as monitoring the effectiveness of the 

mitigation measures. 

75. Most businesses operate computers which can be destroyed by too much 

dust, and this effect would be for 6 years in a Town which lies in the 

prevailing south westeriy wind direction. 

Light Pollution 

76. No assessment has been made Of the impact of light pollution, despite 

repeated requests in meetings with HS2 Ltd, at a number of Community and 

Bi-Portite meetings as the record will show. 

77. There must be no impact of light pollution from arcing from the pantograph, 

the internal train lights, any security lighting, and of course maintenance 

works which ore carried out overnight. This will also be true from the nearby 

Maintenance loop. 

78. We request an undertaking that on analysis of Light Pollution and its effects 

be carried out, as it should hove been in the EIA, and relevant measures 

token to minimise the effect. 

Adequate Compensation for Businesses, Individuals & Groups 

79. The HS2 Ltd guide to the new compensation proposals, sent by your 

'Community Engagement Manager' begins with the statement: 'We ore 

committed to providing full and fair assistance to individuals directly affected 

by HS2.' (This is copied directly from the first line of the flyer). 

80. Your Petitioner does not see how schemes with strict distance limits con be 

classed as 'full and fair'. The fact that such scheme is for Individuals only and 

not for businesses is unfair as many small businesses are staffed by individuals 

and should not be considered separately from their owners. 
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81. A statement from the then Secretary of State for Transport Phillip Hammond 

stated 'that unless the project con provide adequate compensation, the 

project should not go ahead'. 

Compensation for the Community 

82. As a consequence of the wide range of detrimental impact of the 

construction and operation of the railway on the Southam area, your 

Petitioners request an Undertaking on the following community-related 

schemes: 

(1) To provide and fund the maintenance of a permanent home for the 

town's Cardoll Collection, which is a comprehensive local history 

archive. Southam was a site of a Civil War Battle, and has historical 

monuments; artefacts will be uncovered during the Construction and 

need to be housed correctly. Your Petitioners request your honourable 

House to moke provision in the Bill for such a scheme to be 

implemented in conjunction with Southam Town Council. The scheme 

should be provided at the cost of the Promoters to cover the acquisition 

of a suitable property, fitting out, and management and maintenance 

over a 20 year period. 

(ii) To provide a new green space accessible to the residents of Southam to 

compensate for the loss of a large amount of open land in the area, 

some of which the public have access to. Your Petitioners request your 

honourable House to moke provision in the Bill for development of a 

Southam Country Park along the Stowe Valley, this area is recognised as 

on area of restraint and identified as such in the recently submitted 

Core Strategy, it is home to The Holywell, which is an ancient monument 

and it is an area that allows natural flooding of the River Stowe. The 

scheme should be provided at the cost of the Promoters to cover the 

acquisition of land, laying out, and management and maintenance 

over a 20 year period. 

iii) To provide land to create a 'Burial Ground' for the residents of Southam. 

Southam churchyard is now full to new burials and if residents wish to 
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bury their loved ones, they hove to locate on out of town burial ground. 

Due to the impact of the construction traffic of HS2 this will moke it 

extremely difficult, therefore, your Petitioners request your honourable 

House to make provision in the Bill to provide land in Southam, so o new 

burial ground can be created in the town. 

(iv) To provide adequate compensation to residents up to at least 1 km from 

the line. The latest maps from HS2 Ltd, titled 'Operational impact of High 

Speed 2', clearly shows impact covering half of the town of Southam. 

Yet the latest compensation offer is only for a fraction of that, and must 

be amended to encompass oil those who will be affected, as shown on 

HS2 Ltd's own maps. This is likely to increase the number of houses 

receiving compensation in Southam to over 1000. 

Business: support for local businesses and tourism 

83. Your Petitioners have expended a great deal of money and effort during 

the recent recession in supporting local businesses and promoting the 

Market Town of Southam. Southam will be greatly affected by the 

construction of the Authorised Works, there will be a severe negative effect 

on the Town Centre of Southam and local businesses, and no corresponding 

economic gain. Your Petitioners are keen to explore ways in which the 

Promoters and the Nominated Undertaker can assist your Petitioners in 

helping local businesses affected by the works and who will not be 

adequately compensated by the compensation code. Your petitioners, 

therefore request the following: 

i) To fund the appointment of a Town Centre Manager for a period of 5 

years, towards the end of the construction period, to enable Southam to 

be re-established In order to increase the footfall in the Town Centre 

and to encourage businesses bock into the Town 

ii) To establish a compensation scheme for businesses that con prove a 

loss of income as a result of the construction of the railway, to include 

the loss of time due to rood closures & amendments, and the very 

significant increase in traffic volumes for up to 6 years. Also a fund to 

enable the marketing and promotion of retailers and other businesses in 

Southam during the construction period. The latest mops from HS2 Ltd, 
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titled 'Operational impact of High Speed 2', cleariy shows impact 

covering half of the town of Southam. This covers a significant number 

of businesses in Southam with a potential Impact on employment in the 

area. 

Conclusion 

84. For the foregoing and connected reasons your Petitioners respectfully 

submit that unless the Bill is amended as proposed above, so for affecting 

your Petitioners, should not be allowed to pass into law. 

85. There ore other clauses and provisions of the Bill which, if passed into low as 

they now stand will prejudicially affect your Petitioners and their rights, 

interests and property and for which no adequate provision is nnade to 

protect your Petitioners, 
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YOUR PETITIONERS THEREFORE HUMBLY PRAY your Honourable House that the Bill 

may not be allowed to pass into law as it now stands and that they may be heard 

by their Counsel, Agents and witnesses in support of the allegations of this Petition 

against so much of the Bill as affects the property, rights and interests of your 

Petitioners and in support of such other clauses and provisions as may be 

necessary or expedient for their protection, or that such other relief may be given 

to your Petitioner in the premises as your Honourable House shall deem meet. 

AND your Petitioners will ever prdy, &c. 

[Signature of Petitioj,: I • -
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IN PARLIAMENT 

HOUSE OF COMMONS 

SESSION 2013-14 

HIGH SPEED RAIL (LONDON - WESTMIDLANDS] BILL 

PETITION OP SOUTHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

AGAINST, By Counsel, &c. 

Mr Bransby William John Thomas 

9 St Mary's Close 

Southam 

CV47 TEW 

01926 812607 
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