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2. The States Parties to the present Covenant, recognizing the fundamental right of 
everyone to be free from hunger, shall take, individually and through international co-
operation, the measures, including specific programmes, which are needed:  

(a) To improve methods of production, conservation and distribution of food by making 
full use of technical and scientific knowledge, by disseminating knowledge of the principles 
of nutrition and by developing or reforming agrarian systems in such a way as to achieve 
the most efficient development and utilization of natural resources;  

(b) Taking into account the problems of both food-importing and food-exporting 
countries, to ensure an equitable distribution of world food supplies in relation to need.  

Article 12  

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to the 
enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of physical and mental health.  

2. The steps to be taken by the States Parties to the present Covenant to achieve the full 
realization of this right shall include those necessary for:  

(a) The provision for the reduction of the stillbirth-rate and of infant mortality and for the 
healthy development of the child;  

(b) The improvement of all aspects of environmental and industrial hygiene;  

(c) The prevention, treatment and control of epidemic, endemic, occupational and other 
diseases;  

(d) The creation of conditions which would assure to all medical service and medical 
attention in the event of sickness.  

Article 13 

1. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the right of everyone to education. 
They agree that education shall be directed to the full development of the human 
personality and the sense of its dignity, and shall strengthen the respect for human rights 
and fundamental freedoms. They further agree that education shall enable all persons to 
participate effectively in a free society, promote understanding, tolerance and friendship 
among all nations and all racial, ethnic or religious groups, and further the activities of the 
United Nations for the maintenance of peace.  

2. The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize that, with a view to achieving the 
full realization of this right:  

(a) Primary education shall be compulsory and available free to all;  

(b) Secondary education in its different forms, including technical and vocational 
secondary education, shall be made generally available and accessible to all by every 
appropriate means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free education;  
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(c) Higher education shall be made equally accessible to all, on the basis of capacity, by 
every appropriate means, and in particular by the progressive introduction of free 
education;  

(d) Fundamental education shall be encouraged or intensified as far as possible for those 
persons who have not received or completed the whole period of their primary education;  

(e) The development of a system of schools at all levels shall be actively pursued, an 
adequate fellowship system shall be established, and the material conditions of teaching 
staff shall be continuously improved.  

3. The States Parties to the present Covenant undertake to have respect for the liberty of 
parents and, when applicable, legal guardians to choose for their children schools, other 
than those established by the public authorities, which conform to such minimum 
educational standards as may be laid down or approved by the State and to ensure the 
religious and moral education of their children in conformity with their own convictions.  

4. No part of this article shall be construed so as to interfere with the liberty of individuals 
and bodies to establish and direct educational institutions, subject always to the observance 
of the principles set forth in paragraph I of this article and to the requirement that the 
education given in such institutions shall conform to such minimum standards as may be 
laid down by the State.  

Constitution of India Art.s 37-39, 41, 45 & 47 

PART IV 

DIRECTIVE PRINCIPLES OF STATE POLICY 

36. Definition.—In this Part, unless the context otherwise requires, ‘‘the State’’ has the same 
meaning as in Part III. 

37. Application of the principles contained in this Part.—The provisions contained in this 
Part shall not be enforceable by any court, but the principles therein laid down are 
nevertheless fundamental in the governance of the country and it shall be the duty of the 
State to apply these principles in making laws. 

38. State to secure a social order for the promotion of welfare of the people.— 

(1) The State shall strive to promote the welfare of the people by securing and 
protecting as effectively as it may a social order in which justice, social, economic and 
political, shall inform all the institutions of the national life. 

(2) The State shall, in particular, strive to minimise the inequalities in income, and 
endeavour to eliminate inequalities in status, facilities and opportunities, not only 
amongst individuals but also amongst groups of people residing in different areas or 
engaged in different vocations. 

39. Certain principles of policy to be followed by the State.—The State shall, in particular, 
direct its policy towards securing— 
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(a) that the citizens, men and women equally, have the right to an adequate means of 
livelihood; 

(b) that the ownership and control of the material resources of the community are so 
distributed as best to subserve the common good; 

(c) that the operation of the economic system does not result in the concentration of 
wealth and means of production to the common detriment; 

(d) that there is equal pay for equal work for both men and women; 

(e) that the health and strength of workers, men and women, and the tender age of 
children are not abused and that citizens are not forced by economic necessity to 
enter avocations unsuited to their age or strength; 

(f) that children are given opportunities and facilities to develop in a healthy manner 
and in conditions of freedom and dignity and that childhood and youth are 
protected against exploitation and against moral and material abandonment. 

39A. Equal justice and free legal aid.—The State shall secure that the operation of the legal 
system promotes justice, on a basis of equal opportunity, and shall, in particular, provide 
free legal aid, by suitable legislation or schemes or in any other way, to ensure that 
opportunities for securing justice are not denied to any citizen by reason of economic or 
other disabilities. 

41. Right to work, to education and to public assistance in certain cases.—The State shall, 
within the limits of its economic capacity and development, make effective provision for 
securing the right to work, to education and to public assistance in cases of unemployment, 
old age, sickness and disablement, and in other cases of undeserved want. 

42. Provision for just and humane conditions of work and maternity relief.—The State 
shall make provision for securing just and humane conditions of work and for maternity 
relief. 

43. Living wage, etc., for workers.—The State shall endeavour to secure, by suitable 
legislation or economic organisation or in any other way, to all workers, agricultural, 
industrial or otherwise, work, a living wage, conditions of work ensuring a decent standard 
of life and full enjoyment of leisure and social and cultural opportunities and, in particular, 
the State shall endeavour to promote cottage industries on an individual or co-operative 
basis in rural areas. 

43A. Participation of workers in management of industries.—The State shall take steps, by 
suitable legislation or in any other way, to secure the participation of workers in the 
management of undertakings, establishments or other organisations engaged in any 
industry. 

… 

45. Provision for free and compulsory education for children.—The State shall endeavour 
to provide, within a period of ten years from the commencement of this Constitution, for 
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free and compulsory education for all children until they complete the age of fourteen 
years. 

 

Constitution of South Africa (1996) ss. 26-29 

26 Housing 

1. Everyone has the right to have access to adequate housing. 
2. The state must take reasonable legislative and other measures, within its 

available resources, to achieve the progressive realisation of this right. 
3. No one may be evicted from their home, or have their home demolished, 

without an order of court made after considering all the relevant circumstances. 
No legislation may permit arbitrary evictions. 

27 Health care, food, water and social security  

1. Everyone has the right to have access to-  
a. health care services, including reproductive health care; 
b. sufficient food and water; and 
c. social security, including, if they are unable to support themselves and 

their dependents, appropriate social assistance. 
2. The state must take reasonable legislative and other measures, within its 

available resources, to achieve the progressive realisation of each of these rights. 
3. No one may be refused emergency medical treatment. 

28 Children  

1. Every child has the right-  
a. to a name and a nationality from birth; 
b. to family care or parental care, or to appropriate alternative care when 

removed from the family environment; 
c. to basic nutrition, shelter, basic health care services and social services; 
d. to be protected from maltreatment, neglect, abuse or degradation; 
e. to be protected from exploitative labour practices; 
f. not to be required or permitted to perform work or provide services that-  

i. are inappropriate for a person of that child's age; or 
ii. place at risk the child's well-being, education, physical or mental 

health or spiritual, moral or social development; 
g. not to be detained except as a measure of last resort, in which case, in 

addition to the rights a child enjoys under sections 12 and 35, the child 
may be detained only for the shortest appropriate period of time, and has 
the right to be-  

i. kept separately from detained persons over the age of 18 years; 
and 
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ii. treated in a manner, and kept in conditions, that take account of 
the child's age; 

h. to have a legal practitioner assigned to the child by the state, and at state 
expense, in civil proceedings affecting the child, if substantial injustice 
would otherwise result; and 

i. not to be used directly in armed conflict, and to be protected in times of 
armed conflict. 

2. A child's best interests are of paramount importance in every matter concerning 
the child. 

3. In this section 'child' means a person under the age of 18 years. 

29 Education  

1. Everyone has the right-  
a. to a basic education, including adult basic education; and 
b. to further education, which the state, through reasonable measures, must 

make progressively available and accessible. 
2. Everyone has the right to receive education in the official language or languages 

of their choice in public educational institutions where that education is 
reasonably practicable. In order to ensure the effective access to, and 
implementation of, this right, the state must consider all reasonable educational 
alternatives, including single medium institutions, taking into account-  

a. equity; 
b. practicability; and 
c. the need to redress the results of past racially discriminatory laws and 

practices. 
3. Everyone has the right to establish and maintain, at their own expense, 

independent educational institutions that-  
a. do not discriminate on the basis of race; 
b. are registered with the state; and 
c. maintain standards that are not inferior to standards at comparable 

public educational institutions. 
4. Subsection (3) does not preclude state subsidies for independent educational 

institutions. 
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Monday 21 July 2008 

 
Members present: 

 
Mr Andrew Dismore MP, in the Chair 

 
 

Lord Bowness 
Lord Dubs 
Lord Morris of Handsworth 
The Earl of Onslow 
Baroness Stern 

Dr Evan Harris MP 
Mr Virendra Sharma MP 

 
 

******* 
 
Draft Report (A Bill of Rights for the UK?), proposed by the Chairman, brought up and 
read. 

Ordered, That the draft Report be read a second time, paragraph by paragraph. 

Paragraphs 1 to 191 read and agreed to. 

Paragraph 192 read. 

Amendment proposed, to leave out lines 25 to 49—(Lord Bowness.) 

Question put, That the Amendment be made. 

The Committee divided. 

Content, 2 
 
Lord Bowness 
The Earl of Onslow 
 

Not Content, 6 
 
Mr Andrew Dismore MP 
Lord Dubs 
Dr Evan Harris MP 
Lord Morris of Handsworth 
Mr Virendra Sharma MP 
Baroness Stern  

 
Paragraph 192 agreed to. 

Paragraphs 193 to 354 read and agreed to. 
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Annexes read and agreed to. 

Summary read and agreed to. 

Several Papers were ordered to be appended to the Report.  

Resolved, That the Report be the Twenty-ninth Report of the Committee to each House. 

Ordered, That the Chairman make the Report to the House of Commons and that 
Baroness Stern make the Report to the House of Lords. 

Ordered, That embargoed copies of the Report be made available, in accordance with the 
provisions of Standing Order No. 134. 

******* 
[Adjourned till Tuesday 7 October at 1.30pm. 
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