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Joint Committee on Human Rights

The Joint Committee on Human Rights is appointed by the House of Lords and
the House of Commons to consider matters relating to human rights in the
United Kingdom (but excluding consideration of individual cases); proposals for
remedial orders, draft remedial orders and remedial orders.

The Joint Committee has a maximum of six Members appointed by each House,
of whom the quorum for any formal proceedings is two from each House.

Current membership

HOUSE OF LORDS HOUSE OF COMMONS
Lord Bowness Mr Andrew Dismore MP (Labour, Hendon) (Chairman)
Lord Dubs Dr Evan Harris MP (Liberal Democrat, Oxford West &

Baroness Falkner of Margravine  Abingdon)

Lord Morris of Handsworth OJ Ms Fiona MacTaggart (Labour, Slough)

The Earl of Onslow Mr Virendra Sharma MP (Labour, Ealing, Southall)

Baroness Prashar Mr Richard Shepherd MP (Conservative, Aldridge-Brownhills)
Mr Edward Timpson MP (Conservative, Crewe & Nantwich)

Powers

The Committee has the power to require the submission of written evidence and
documents, to examine witnesses, to meet at any time (except when Parliament
is prorogued or dissolved), to adjourn from place to place, to appoint specialist
advisers, and to make Reports to both Houses. The Lords Committee has power
to agree with the Commons in the appointment of a Chairman.

Publications

The Reports and evidence of the Joint Committee are published by The
Stationery Office by Order of the two Houses. All publications of the Committee
(including press notices) are on the internet at
www.parliament.uk/commons/selcom/hrhome.htm.

Current Staff

The current staff of the Committee are: Mark Egan (Commons Clerk), Chloe
Mawson (Lords Clerk), Murray Hunt (Legal Adviser), Angela Patrick and Joanne
Sawyer (Assistant Legal Advisers), James Clarke (Senior Committee Assistant),
Lori Verwaerde (Committee Assistant), John Porter (Committee Assistant),
Joanna Griffin (Lords Committee Assistant) and Keith Pryke (Office Support
Assistant).

Contacts

All correspondence should be addressed to The Clerk of the Joint Committee on
Human Rights, Committee Office, House of Commons, 7 Millbank, London SW1P
3JA. The telephone number for general inquiries is: 020 7219 2467; the
Committee’s e-mail address is jchr@parliament.uk
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1 Allegation of Contempt: Mr Trevor
Phillips

We met on 9 February to discuss a draft Report on the Equality and Human Rights
Commission. It emerged at the start of the meeting that Trevor Phillips, the Chair of the
EHRC, had recently spoken to at least three Members of the Committee about the
Committee’s consideration of the draft Report and the publication of written evidence with
the Report. In our view these discussions could constitute a contempt of both Houses in
that they may be an attempt to influence the views of certain Members of the Committee
shortly before it considered a draft Report directly relevant to Mr Phillips in his role as
Chair of the EHRC. We recommend that the matter should be subject to investigation by
the Privileges Committees of both Houses.
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Formal Minutes

Tuesday 9 February 2010

Members present:

Mr Andrew Dismore MP, in the Chair

Lord Bowness Dr Evan Harris MP

Lord Dubs Fiona Mactaggart MP
Baroness Falkner of Margravine | Mr Virendra Sharma MP
Earl of Onslow Mr Edward Timpson MP

% 6% %

Lord Lester of Herne Hill attended the meeting for business relating to the Equality and
Human Rights Commission, in accordance with House of Lords Standing Order No. 66.

Draft Report (Allegation of Contempt: Mr Trevor Phillips) proposed by the Chairman,
brought up and read the first and second time, and agreed to.

Resolved, That the Report be the Seventh Report of the Committee to each House.
Ordered, That the Chairman make the Report to the House of Commons and that Lord

Dubs make the Report to the House of Lords.

[Adjourned till Tuesday 23 February at 1.30 pm.
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Session 2009-10
First Report

Second Report

Third Report

Fourth Report

Fifth Report
Sixth Report

Seventh Report

Session 2008-09
First Report

Second Report

Third Report

Fourth Report

Fifth Report

Sixth Report

Seventh Report

Eighth Report
Ninth Report

Tenth Report

Eleventh Report

Twelfth Report
Thirteenth Report

Fourteenth Report

Any of our business? Human rights and the UK
private sector

Work of the Committee in 2008-09

Legislative Scrutiny: Financial Services Bill and the
Pre-Budget Report

Legislative Scrutiny: Constitutional Reform and
Governance Bill; Video Recordings Bill

Legislative Scrutiny: Digital Economy Bill

Demonstrating Respect for Rights? Follow Up:
Government Response to the Committee’s Twenty-
second Report of Session 2008-09

Allegation of Contempt: Mr Trevor Phillips

The UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities
The Work of the Committee in 2007-08

A Bill of Rights for the UK? Government Response
to the Committee’s Twenty-ninth Report of Session
2007-08

Legislative Scrutiny: Political Parties and Elections
Bill

Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights:
Annual Renewal of Control Orders Legislation
2009

UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities: Government Response to the
Committee’s First Report of Session 2008-09

Demonstrating respect for rights? A human rights
approach to policing protest

Legislative Scrutiny: Coroners and Justice Bill

Legislative Scrutiny: Borders, Citizenship and
Immigration

Legislative Scrutiny: Policing and Crime Bill

Legislative Scrutiny: 1) Health Bill and 2) Marine
and Coastal Access Bill

Disability Rights Convention
Prisoner Transfer Treaty with Libya

Legislative Scrutiny: Welfare Reform Bill;
Apprenticeships, Skills, Children and Learning Bill;

HL Paper 5/HC 64

HL Paper 20/HC 185
HL Paper 184/HC 184

HL Paper 33/HC 249

HL Paper 44/HC 327
HL Paper 45/ HC 328

HL Paper 56/HC 371

HL Paper 9/HC 93

HL Paper 10/HC 92
HL Paper 15/ HC 145

HL Paper 23/ HC 204

HL Paper 37/HC 282

HL Paper 46/HC 315

HL Paper 47/HC 320

HL Paper 57/HC 362
HL Paper62/HC 375

HL Paper 68/HC 395
HL Paper 69/HC 396

HL Paper 70/HC 397
HL Paper 71/HC 398
HL Paper 78/HC 414
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Fifteenth Report

Sixteenth Report

Seventeenth Report

Eighteenth Report

Nineteenth Report

Twentieth Report

Twenty First Report

Twenty-second Report
Twenty-third Report

Twenty-fourth Report

Twenty-fifth Report
Twenty-sixth Report

Twenty-seventh
Report

Twenty-eighth Report

Session 2007-08

First Report

Second Report

Third Report

Fourth Report

Fifth Report

Sixth Report

Seventh Report

Health Bill

Legislative Scrutiny: Policing and Crime Bill (gangs
injunctions)

Legislative Scrutiny: Coroners and Justice Bill
(certified inquests)

Government Replies to the 2", 4th, 8th, 9th and 12t
reports of Session 2008-09

Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights
(Fifteenth Report): Annual Renewal of 28 Days
2009

Legislative Scrutiny: Parliamentary Standards Bill
Legislative Scrutiny: Finance Bill; Government
Responses to the Committee's Sixteenth Report of

Session 2008-09, Coroners and Justice Bill (certified
inquests)

Legislative Scrutiny: Marine and Coastal Access Bill;
Government response to the Committee’s
Thirteenth Report of Session 2008-09

Demonstrating respect for rights? Follow-up
Allegations of UK Complicity in Torture

Closing the Impunity Gap: UK law on genocide
(and related crimes) and redress for torture victims

Children’s Rights

Legislative Scrutiny: Equality Bill

Retention, use and destruction of biometric data:
correspondence with Government

Legislative Scrutiny: Child Poverty Bill

Government Response to the Committee’s
Eighteenth Report of Session 2006-07: The Human
Rights of Older People in Healthcare

Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights: 42
days

Legislative Scrutiny: 1) Child Maintenance and
Other Payments Bill; 2) Other Bills

Government Response to the Committee’s Twenty—
First Report of Session 2006-07: Human Trafficking:
Update

Legislative Scrutiny: Criminal Justice and
Immigration Bill

The Work of the Committee in 2007 and the State
of Human Rights in the UK

A Life Like Any Other? Human Rights of Adults
with Learning Disabilities: Volume | Report and
Formal Minutes

HL Paper 81/HC 441

HL Paper 94/HC 524

HL Paper 104/HC 592

HL Paper 119/HC 726

HL Paper 124/HC 844
HL Paper 133/ HC 882

HL Paper 142/ HC 918

HL Paper 141/ HC 522
HL Paper 152/HC 230
HL Paper 153/HC 553

HL Paper 157/HC 338
HL Paper 169/HC 736
HL Paper 182/HC 1113

HL Paper 183/HC 1114

HL Paper 5/HC 72

HL Paper 23/HC 156

HL Paper 28/ HC 198

HL Paper 31/ HC 220

HL Paper 37/HC 269

HL Paper 38/HC 270

HL Paper 40-1/HC 73-
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Seventh Report A Life Like Any Other? Human Rights of Adults HL Paper 40-1I/HC 73-II
with Learning Disabilities: Volume Il Oral and
Written Evidence

Eighth Report Legislative Scrutiny: Health and Social Care Bill HL Paper 46/HC 303

Ninth Report Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights HL Paper 50/HC 199
(Eighth Report): Counter-Terrorism Bill

Tenth Report Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights (Ninth HL Paper 57/HC 356

report): Annual Renewal of Control Orders
Legislation 2008

Eleventh Report The Use of Restraint in Secure Training Centres HL Paper 65/HC 378

Twelfth Report Legislative Scrutiny: 1) Health and Social Care Bill HL Paper 66/HC 379
2) Child Maintenance and Other Payments Bill:
Government Response

Thirteenth Report Government Response to the Committee’s First HL Paper 67/HC 380
Report of Session 2006-07: The Council of Europe
Convention on the Prevention of Terrorism

Fourteenth Report Data Protection and Human Rights HL Paper 72/HC 132
Fifteenth Report Legislative Scrutiny HL Paper 81/HC 440
Sixteenth Report Scrutiny of Mental Health Legislation: Follow Up  HL Paper 86/HC 455

Seventeenth Report  Legislative Scrutiny: 1) Employment Bill; 2) Housing HL Paper 95/HC 501
and Regeneration Bill; 3) Other Bills

Eighteenth Report Government Response to the Committee’s Sixth HL Paper 103/HC 526
Report of Session 2007-08: The Work of the
Committee in 2007 and the State of Human Rights

in the UK
Nineteenth Report Legislative Scrutiny: Education and Skills Bill HL Paper 107/HC 553
Twentieth Report Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights (Tenth HL Paper 108/HC 554

Report): Counter-Terrorism Bill

Twenty-First Report ~ Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights HL Paper 116/HC 635
(Eleventh Report): 42 days and Public Emergencies

Twenty-Second Report Government Response to the Committee’s HL Paper 125/HC 754
Fourteenth Report of Session 2007-08: Data
Protection and Human Rights

Twenty-Third Report  Legislative Scrutiny: Government Replies HL Paper 126/HC 755

Twenty-Fourth Report Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights: HL Paper 127/HC 756
Government Responses to the Committee’s
Twentieth and Twenty-first Reports of Session
2007-08 and other correspondence

Twenty-fifth Report  Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights HL Paper 132/HC 825
(Twelfth Report): Annual Renewal of 28 Days 2008

Twenty-sixth Report  Legislative Scrutiny: Criminal Evidence (Witness HL Paper 153/HC 950
Anonymity) Bill

Twenty-seventh The Use of Restraint in Secure Training Centres: HL Paper 154/HC 979
Report Government Response to the Committee’s
Eleventh Report

Twenty-eighth Report UN Convention against Torture: Discrepancies in HL Paper 157/HC 527
Evidence given to the Committee About the Use of
Prohibited Interrogation Techniques in Iraq
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Twenty-ninth Report

Twenty-ninth Report

Thirtieth Report

Thirty-first Report

Thirty-second Report

A Bill of Rights for the UK?: Volume | Report and  HL Paper 165-I/HC 150-
Formal Minutes

A Bill of Rights for the UK?: Volume Il Oral and HL Paper 165-11/HC 150-II
Written Evidence

Counter-Terrorism Policy and Human Rights HL Paper172/HC 1077
(Thirteenth Report): Counter-Terrorism Bill

Monitoring the Government’s Response to Human HL Paper 173/HC 1078
Rights Judgments: Annual Report 2008

Scrutiny of Mental Health Legislation: Government HL Paper/ HC 1079
Response to the Committee’s Sixteenth Report of
Session 2007-08



