
 

Fourth Report from the Select Committee 
on Procedure of the House 

TUESDAY 9 SEPTEMBER 2003 

BY THE SELECT COMMITTEE on Procedure of the House 

ORDERED TO REPORT: 

1. Thursday sittings 

As we indicated in our Third Report, we are reviewing the arrangement whereby the House sits at 
11 a.m. on Thursdays but adjourns between 1.30 and 3.00 p.m. We should like to obtain the views of 
members of the House and are therefore circulating a short questionnaire to all members, to be 
returned by Friday 10 October. We shall meet again later in October to consider the responses. 

2. Proposed Standing Committee on the European Union Intergovernmental Conference 

The Committee has considered a letter from the Leader of the House inviting it to consider a 
proposal for a Commons Standing Committee on the forthcoming European Union Intergovernmental 
Conference. The letter is printed as an Annex to this Report. 

The proposal is similar to that for a Standing Committee on the Convention on the Future of 
Europe, on which we reported in our Second Report of last session and to which the House agreed on 
24 June 2002. In both cases the procedure permits Lords to attend and speak, but not to vote, nor to 
move motions or count towards the quorum. The new proposal is, however, for a Standing Committee 
that would engage with Ministers rather than Parliamentary representatives. 

Some members of the Committee have reservations about the basis on which members of this 
House are to be permitted to participate. A procedure in which members of both Houses played an 
equal part might be preferable. We recognise, however, that what is proposed represents a 
development from the Standing Committee on the Convention and that no new precedent will be set. 

Accordingly we invite the House to agree to the participation of Lords in the new Standing 
Committee. 
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Annex: Letter from the Leader of the House, Lord Williams of Mostyn, to the Chairman, Lord 
Brabazon of Tara 

COMMONS STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE EU INTER GOVERNMENTAL CONFERENCE 

As I am sure you know, the Convention on the Future of Europe has reported, and an Inter 
Governmental Conference (IGC) to consider its recommendations will convene on 4 October. 

Parliament scrutinised the Convention by means (among others) of a Commons Standing Committee, 
with the novel procedure that Lords could attend and speak, though not vote, move motions or count 
towards the quorum. Our House agreed to this procedure on 24 June 2002, on the basis of the 
Procedure Committee’s 2nd Report. Some Lords expressed doubts about the procedure at the outset, 
but I believe it is now generally agreed to have been a success. 

The Government now proposes to replicate the procedure, more or less, to enable Parliament to 
scrutinise the IGC. In the next few days, my colleague Peter Hain will invite the Commons to create a 
Standing Committee on the IGC. It will differ from the Standing Committee on the Convention in 
that, rather than engaging with parliamentary representatives, it will engage with Ministers: it will be 
able to receive written reports from Ministers, and oral Statements on which Ministers can be 
questioned, as well as holding general debates. And as well as general debates on written reports by 
Ministers, there will be the option of debates on specific subjects, on the adjournment. As before, 
Lords will be permitted to attend and speak, though not to vote, move motions or count towards the 
quorum. 

If Lords are to gain full advantage from this procedure, the House will need to agree to it promptly 
once a Message arrives from the Commons, and no later than 18 September. Ideally, of course, the 
House would do so on the basis of a report of the Procedure Committee, as before. Therefore may I 
invite you to put this proposition on the agenda of the Procedure Committee for its meeting on 9 
September? 

As it happens, the House is to debate the Convention on that very day. This will give Baroness 
Symons an opportunity to explain this proposal, without of course taking for granted the view of 
either the Committee or the House. 

4 September 2003 
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