
Eighth Report 

INSTRUMENTS REPORTED 

The Committee has considered the following instruments, and has 
determined that the special attention of the House should be drawn to 
them on the grounds specified. 

A. SI 2004/1231 Town and Country Planning (London Borough of 
Camden) Special Development Order 2004 

1. This Order is laid under sections 59 and 333(7) of the Town and Country 
Planning Act 1990. It modifies certain requirements of the Town and 
Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 19951 (“the 
1995 Order”) in relation to land in the London Borough of Camden. 

2. Article 8 of the 1995 Order sets out requirements for publicity for planning 
applications, including a requirement that certain categories of application 
should be publicised by local advertisement. In the 1995 Order, local 
advertisement is defined as meaning publication of a notice in a local 
newspaper and also publication of a notice on a website, if such a website is 
maintained by the local planning authority for the purpose of advertising 
planning applications. 

3. In relation to planning applications for development in Camden, the new 
Order provides that the requirement on the local planning authority (the 
Council of the London Borough of Camden) to provide publicity through a 
notice in a local newspaper shall apply only to applications submitted in 
accordance with Environmental Impact Assessment procedures (EIA 
applications) accompanied by an environmental statement. Other planning 
applications, notably those which do not accord with the development plan 
or those which would affect a public right of way, shall be publicised by a 
notice on a website (and not also in a local newspaper). (The requirement in 
the 1995 Order that such applications should also be publicised by display of 
a notice on site continues to apply.) 

4. An Explanatory Memorandum to the Order by the Office of the Deputy 
Prime Minister (ODPM) states that the use of the website proposed in the 
Order will improve present publicity arrangements and should lead to an 
increased public awareness of planning applications within Camden;2 and 
that the Order will be reviewed after 3 years to assess the overall effect of the 
new arrangements. ODPM has also commented that publicity requirements 
for other types of applications, such as listed building and conservation area 
consents, are being reviewed in the context of advances in electronic 
communication. 

                                             
1  SI 1995/419. 
2 Paragraph 5 of the Explanatory Memorandum states: “Publicising planning applications on a website 

accords with e-government strategy and will help to achieve delivery of the policy objectives set out in 
Camden’s Local Public Service Agreement (LPSA). It is considered that using this method will improve 
present publicity requirements and it should also lead to an increased public awareness of planning 
applications within Camden.” 
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5. We note that, on 24 March 2003, the House debated the Town and Country 
Planning (Electronic Communications) (England) Order 2003,3 the purpose 
of which was to modify legislation relating to planning in order to facilitate 
the use of electronic communication.4 In that debate, Lord Evans of Temple 
Guiting made the following statement: 

“As I have mentioned, the order facilitates the electronic handling of 
parts of the planning system and so does no more than create an 
opportunity for those who wish to use an electronic rather than a 
paper-based planning system. The existing paper-based system will 
continue to operate for as long as those engaging in the planning 
system wish to use it.” 

6. The Committee considers that the Order, in proposing that certain 
applications need no longer be advertised in a local newspaper, represents a 
departure from a paper-based system in one important aspect of the planning 
system, and is at odds with the statement quoted above. We understand that 
the local planning authority itself favours this departure, but note that the 
authority is only one of the parties engaged in the planning system. We 
consider that not all those likely to be affected by the planning applications 
covered by the Order will find it as easy to consult a website as to read a local 
newspaper, and that there is a risk that the policy objective of the Order to 
increase public awareness of planning applications in Camden may not be 
met, and that such awareness may be reduced.  

7. The Committee further notes that the possibility of extending electronic 
communication to other types of application is being considered within 
Government, and is concerned that any such extension might risk a 
reduction in public awareness in these areas too. 

The Order is drawn to the special attention of the House on the 
grounds that it gives rise to issues of public policy likely to be of 
interest to the House, and that it imperfectly achieves its policy 
objectives. 

 

B. Draft Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority 
(Disclosure of Donor Information) Regulations 2004 

8. These Regulations are made under sections 31(4)(a) and 45(1) to (3) of the 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Act 1990, and, if approved, they would 
come into effect on 1 July 2004. They seek to bring the position of donor-
conceived people more closely into line with that of adopted people in terms 
of the information they can be given about their genetic origins. They 
increase the amount of information that can be provided to children 
conceived as a result of donor-assisted treatment services, on their reaching 
the age of 18. However, under Regulation 2(4) the information will only be 
supplied at the donor-conceived person’s request and within the limits of his 
or her request: for example, a request may be limited to the donor’s medical 
history. 

9. Regulation 2(2) seeks to standardise the information that clinics will keep in 
future, which includes information on the donor’s physical appearance, 

                                             
3 SI 2003/956. 
4 HL Hansard, 24 March 2003, cols 541-543. 
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ethnicity, occupation and family circumstances. From 1 July 2004, these 
Regulations authorise the release of any non-identifying information which the 
Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority (HFEA) may already hold 
on its register within the categories set out in Regulation 2(2). This does not, 
however, apply to any information that may identify the donor: those who 
have donated genetic material anonymously will be able to remain 
anonymous. 

10. Regulation 2(3) sets out the identifying information which the HFEA will be 
required to collect from donors from 1 April 2005. This provision therefore 
removes anonymity for future donors. The identifying information can be 
given to a donor-conceived adult, if requested, once they reach 18. In 
addition, the Regulations allow for people who donate, or have donated, 
before 1 April 2005 to opt to become identifiable. 

11. The proposals were subjected to a public consultation by the Department of 
Health in 2002: 55% of respondents to the public consultation were in 
favour of removing anonymity, 30% were against and 15% were undecided. 
A subsequent consultation directly with clinics revealed 50% of donors 
responding to the consultation said that they would continue to donate even 
if anonymity were removed.  

12. A full explanation of the Regulations is given in the Explanatory 
Memorandum tabled with them and in the Regulatory Impact Assessment 
which has been placed in the Library. 

These draft Regulations are drawn to the special attention of the 
House on the grounds that they give rise to issues of public policy 
likely to be of interest to the House. 
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INSTRUMENTS NOT REPORTED 

The Committee has considered the instruments set out in Appendix 1 
and has determined that the special attention of the House need not 
be drawn to them. 
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APPENDIX 1: INSTRUMENTS TO WHICH THE COMMITTEE DOES NOT 
DRAW THE SPECIAL ATTENTION OF THE HOUSE 

Instruments subject to annulment 

HC523 Statement of Changes in Immigration Rules  

SI 2004/1205 Rail Vehicle Accessibility (Seaton Tramway Tramcars 9, 10 and 11) 
Exemption Order 2004 

SI 2004/1217 Education (National Curriculum) (Attainment Targets and Programmes 
of Study in Science in respect of the First, Second, Third and Fourth Key 
Stages) (England) Order 2004 

SI 2004/1255 Nuclear Safeguards (Notification) Regulations 2004 

SI 2004/1257 Burma (Freezing of Funds and Economic Resources) Regulations 2004 

SI 2004/1258 Public Lending Right Scheme 1982 (Commencement of Variations) 
Order 2004 

SI 2004/1264 Liberia (Freezing of Funds and Economic Resources) Regulations 2004 

SI 2004/1265 Food (Emergency Control) (England) (Miscellaneous Amendments) 
Regulations 2004 

SI 1266/1266 Merchant Shipping (Updating of References to Maritime Conventions) 
Regulations 2004 

SI 2004/1268 Private Security Industry Act 2001 (Modification of Local Enactments) 
(No. 2) Order 2004 

SI 2004/1276 Working Tax Credit (Entitlement and Maximum Rate) (Amendment) 
Regulations 2004 
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APPENDIX 2: DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

Lord Addington 
Adviser, Maybeck Communications Ltd (33 St. James’s Square, London 
SW1) (no personal clients and no remuneration received to date) 
Chairman, Purcell & Company 
Vice President, British Dyslexia Association  
Vice President, Lakenham Hewitt Rugby Club 
Vice President, Lonsdale Club 
Vice President, UK Sports Association 
Patron, Adult Dyslexia Association 
Patron, Carousel 

Lord Armstrong of Ilminster 
Director, Forensic Investigative Associates plc 
Chairman, Board of Governors, Royal Northern College of Music 
Chancellor, University of Hull 
Chairman, Leeds Castle Foundation 
Chairman, Hestercombe Gardens Trust 
Trustee, RVW Trust 
Trustee, Derek Hill Foundation 

Lord Boston of Faversham 
Two properties let as holiday cottages 
Trustee, Leeds Castle Foundation, Leeds Castle, Maidstone, Kent (a charity) 
President, The Faversham Society (a local amenity society; a charity) 
Chairman, The Sheppey Group (formed to safeguard areas of Kent and Essex 
from proposals for a third London airport; has not been active for some 
twenty-or-so years) 
Fellow, Royal Society of Arts 

Viscount Colville of Culross 
Assistant Surveillance Commissioner under Regulation of Investigating 
Powers Act 2000 

Lord Desai 
Chairman, AHA Communications Ltd (a company producing brochures and 
designing websites) 
Director, Centre for the Study of Global Governance, London School of 
Economics 
Professor of Economics, London School of Economics 
Secretarial assistance provided at place of full-time employment (London 
School of Economics) 
Hon. President, City Roads (drug rehabilitation charity) 
Hon. President, Islington South and Finsbury Labour Party 
Trustee, Tribune Newspaper 

Lord Graham of Edmonton 
Consultancy with the Co-operative Group (£16,000 per annum) 

Lord Hunt of Kings Heath 
Senior Policy Advisor, Sainsbury Centre for Mental Health 
Senior Policy Advisor, Kings Fund 
Member, Advisory Board, Commission for Health Audit and Inspection  
Advisor, University Hospital Birmingham NHS Trust 
Advisor, Beechcroft Wansbroughs Lawyers 
Advisor, Harrogate Management Centre 
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Advisor, Turning Point (Substance Abuse Charity)  
Advisor, KPMG (Accountants)  
Advisor, Long Term Conditions Alliance 
Columnist, Health Services Journal 
Regular speaking engagements on variety of subjects in relation to the NHS 
and healthcare issues 
Associate, Cumberlege Connections 
Chair, Birmingham and Black Country Health Authority Modernisation 
Board 
Chair, National Patient Safety Agency 
Parliamentary Supporter of the Patients Association 
Patron, Birmingham Centre for Arts Therapies 
Patron, Comprehensive Future 
Patron, Rethink 
Patron, Family Planning Association 
Co-operative Party 
Cyclist Touring Club 
Labour Party 
Socialist Education Association 
Socialist Health Association 
St. Mary’s Hospice, Birmingham 
UK Public Health Association 
Unison (trade union) 
Warwickshire County Cricket Club 

Lord Jopling 
Owner of rented houses in North Yorkshire  
Part owner of agricultural land in North Yorkshire 
Partner in farming business in North Yorkshire 
Member of the Court, York University 
President Emeritus, Auto Cycle Union 
President, Despatch Association 

Lord Methuen 
Chairman of Trustees of the Lady Margaret Hungerford Charity (which has 
alms houses and schoolroom in Corsham, Wiltshire) 

Earl of Northesk 
A number of tenanted properties in West Sussex and the Isle of Man 

Viscount Ullswater 
Regular part-time consultancy to Newmarket Countryside Race Day 
Director, Lowther Park Farms Ltd, Cumbria 
Cottage in Norfolk rented out as holiday home 
Elected Councillor of Docking Ward of King’s Lynn & West Norfolk 
Borough Council 
Trustee of small landowning trusts in Cumbria and Devon 
Life Member, Supporters of Nuclear Energy (SONE) 

 


