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Witness: Mr Ron Noble, Secretary General, Interpol, examined. 

Q326  Chairman: Mr Noble, welcome.  It is very good of you to come from Lyon to give 

evidence to this Committee.  I would also like to thank you very much for the written 

sion is being 

hose who are 

 a number of 

through much 

more extensive data exchange.  These proposals raise important issues relating to, among 

other things, data protection and the institutional arrangements within the EU for combating 

is session gives us 

the opportunity with your help to look at it in a much wider perspective.  We have all 

recorded any interests that are relevant to the inquiry and they are available at the back of the 

room. I am not proposing to ask members of the Committee to repeat their interests in this 

session.  Would you like to make an opening statement before we come to the questions? 

A
Caithness, E. 
Dubs, L. 
Gib
Harris of Richmond, B. 
Listowel, E

Wright of Richmond

du

Examination of Wi

evidence which you sent to us some time ago.  As I think you know, this ses

televised; it is on the record.  For the benefit of any members of the public or t

watching I should record the subject of the inquiry.  It is an examination of

proposals designed to strengthen EU counter-terrorism activities, particularly 

terrorism, which is of course a global problem not confined to the EU.  Th
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Mr Noble: Yes, my Lord Chairman. 

een asked to 

opean Union 

ationally and 

international criminals from crossing inside any one country’s borders.  I say this because the 

world of policing has changed since 11 September 2001 and 11 March 2004.  It is the view of 

Interpol that no responsible or prudent police investigator should consider a case closed until 

rpol a police 

wn under any 

nder criminal 

investigation by another country’s police service or whether the suspect was wanted for arrest 

by another country for a more serious crime.  Interpol has scores of examples proving this 

point, but the most recent example comes from the UK.  The UK sent to Interpol sex crime 

e.  The UK’s 

NA samples 

 that the alleged 

tries as well.  

This last example proves the necessity of the European Union member countries’ police 

forces co-operating not only nationally and regionally but also globally through Interpol.   

or principally 

on national and European police institutions to keep Europe safe from terrorism.  In Interpol’s 

view this would be a mistake.  In fact, national and European police institutions share one 

common weakness: neither can fight international crime successfully unless Interpol is used.  

I will use the UK again as an example.  In the last year the UK has made over 10,000 name 

Q327  Chairman: Please do. 

Mr Noble: My Lord Chairman, my Lords, it is an honour for me to have b

provide evidence to this distinguished committee.  To be safe the UK, the Eur

and all countries must strive to prevent local criminals from escaping intern

he or she has consulted Interpol’s local databases.  Without consulting Inte

investigator would not know whether the suspect under investigation was kno

other name in another country, would not know whether the suspect was u

scene DNA samples of unknown suspects, so no privacy issues were at stake her

initiative was rewarded by their receiving 12 positive hits based on unknown D

stored at Interpol.  Now the UK and other Interpol member countries know

suspects may be committing sex crimes not only in the UK but in other coun

Currently the European Union appears to believe that it should concentrate only 
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inquiries using Interpol’s databases and it has received almost 5,000 positive hits from 149 

different countries, clearly demonstrating the need for European member countries to look 

 182 member 

rom the UK’s 

are from the 

looks only at 

European institutions and national institutions and my hope today is that after my giving this 

evidence you will consider Interpol an additional tool to use in keeping this country safe from 

l.  Could we 

asis of Interpol?  Do you have a constitution?  Are you accountable and, 

if so, to whom?  How do your members work together in practice?  You have given us some 

examples, very helpfully. 

Mr Noble: Interpol is a 182-country organisation.  We have a constitution that has a number 

 involved in 

try, one vote 

e overseen by 

l NCB in the 

UK, Mr Ken Pandolfi.  Each Interpol member country has an Interpol National Central 

Bureau that is 100 per cent controlled by the member country concerned.  Any rule or any 

ual sovereign 

member country that wishes to execute it.   

We have three core functions.  One is that we provide the world’s police forces with a secure 

global communication system that allows them to share messages with any country they 

choose, so if the UK wishes to send a message to only three Interpol member countries then 

both inside and outside Europe for help.  I will close by saying that Interpol has

countries.  It has received strong support from the UK, NCIS in particular, and f

own Interpol National Central Bureau (NCB).  Our most significant partners 

European Union but sometimes when the European Union looks for help it 

terrorists and other dangerous criminals. 

Q328  Chairman: Mr Noble, thank you very much.  That is extremely helpfu

talk a bit about the b

of articles, the most important of which is that we are forbidden from being

matters of a political, racial, religious or military nature.  We have a one coun

system.  We have no security council and no country has a right of veto.  We ar

a 13-member Executive Committee and that includes the Head of the Interpo

resolution or any decision that we take must be consistent with the individ
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only those three Interpol member countries will receive the message.  The sender of the 

information controls which countries have the right to access the information in question.  

 make access 

ablished with 

ng participant 

 

group involved in that includes identified individuals who have their own secure network that 

others cannot have access to because of the secure nature of the information concerned.  

ision taken by 

portant to allow those 

countries which wish to co-operate to co-operate.  Those countries whichdo not wish to co-

operate are not required to do so on whatever cases or situations they choose not to. 

Q329  Chairman: How much of Interpol’s activities at present are related to terrorism and 

counter-terrorism as opposed to other forms of crime?  Could I ask a supplementary on that 

 constraint in 

 someone for 

atholic in this 

country”, that is the kind of case we would not be permitted to work on.  In terms of terrorism 

and the problems that our constitution poses in fighting terrorism, what we try to do is 

ding information out that helps them determine whether or not a person 

suspected of being a terrorist is in fact a terrorist or is not a terrorist  We believe that, to the 

extent that our constitution prevents us from getting involved in political matters, that is a 

case-by-case determination that is very difficult, very time-consuming, and we try to make the 

best decisions that we can. 

That is, the sending country decides what other countries can receive it and can

to the information even narrower by having a particular working group est

identifiable persons given authorization to access.  For example, the UK is a stro

in Interpol’s efforts to fight the sexual exploitation of children over the internet.  The working

Finally, we have our General Assembly that is the ultimate arbiter of any dec

the organisation.  We try to function by recognising that it is im

because you said that your constitution excludes religion?  Is this in practice a

meeting the threat of Islamic terrorism? 

Mr Noble: What our constitution prevents is for us to assist the prosecution of

having violated a religious law.  If a country were to say, “You cannot be a C

facilitate countries fin
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Q330  Chairman: If I could return to my question, what sort of proportion of your work at 

present is related to terrorism? 

 examples by 

 and serious 

s a message 

ol might not 

know whether the case is a terrorist case or an organised crime case, so what we try to do is 

help the member country determine what assistance it needs on a case-by-case basis because 

d, we have a 

ve sent 17 of 

st to seek the 

apprehension of a terrorist.  We have a Terrorism Task Force that we established, which 

between 2002 and 2004 added an additional 2,000 suspected terrorists to the list.  Everything 

tries prevent 

 percentage; I am sorry. 

tion between 

Mr Noble: We have, as I mentioned, three core functions.  One is to facilitate a member 

country’s ability to communicate around the world when it is seeking information about 

rform a great 

deal of functions.  For example, assume there is, as we had just last week, a case involving a 

suspected paedophile.  We had a videotape of the person which also had a voice component to 

it.  We extracted the voice and we used our global communication system to send the voice 

around the world to see if someone could recognise the accent to help us identify where this 

Mr Noble: It is difficult for me to put a percentage on it but I can give you

focusing on priorities.  Our number one priority is fighting terrorists, terrorism

international crime.  From Interpol’s perspective, when Interpol receive

requesting help in identifying a name or a phone number or an address, Interp

if the UK is looking for a murderer, a sex offender, a fugitive who has escape

Command and Co-ordination Center that we established to fight terrorism.  We have incident 

response teams that we send to countries where terrorist attacks occur.  We ha

those teams.  We will circulate worldwide within one day a country’s reque

we do is tied to terrorism in some way because we are trying to help coun

terrorist acts.  In terms of the budget I could not give you a

Q331  Chairman: Do you see yourselves primarily as a channel of communica

countries?  To what extent are you doing analysis and political work? 

someone, so yes, we do perform that function, but in the analytical area we pe
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person was located.  We sent an Incident Response Team to Bangladesh following a terrorist 

attack there and we learned that they did not have a great case investigative structure for 

ill give you is 

e information 

 provide three 

as needed and try to do it on the most 

Q332 Baroness Gibson of Market Rasen: You said that it is up to the country that provides 

y case where 

es where the country wants to send it, and thinks, “Ah, there 

first country 

accordingly?  Would that ever happen? 

Mr Noble: That happens frequently. I recall Christmas Eve 2002 when we received a 

notification from a member country that they believed there might have been a parcel bomb 

only to go to 

 to a number 

e believe this 

dly.  We also 

have countries that we know do not have strong bilateral relations, so country A might send 

us a message asking about person Z.  Country B might send us information about person Z, 

but they say, “Do not send the information to the other country”.  We contact each country 

and we say, “You are interested in the same person.  You must find a way to communicate 

with one another”. 

terrorist investigations, so we provided some help there.  The final example I w

that in our Fusion Task Force we have working group meetings and, based on th

received in those working group meetings, analytical reports are generated.  We

core functions but we also provide analytical support 

important cases or the cases that seem to have the widest impact. 

 

the information to decide to whom this information goes.  Would there be an

Interpol receives information, se

are other countries who ought to have this”, and you would advise the 

placed on a plane headed towards country A.  They wanted the information 

country A but we believed the information was so important that it needed to go

of countries, so we contacted the sender of the information and we said, “W

should be shared more broadly”, and they agreed and so we shared it more broa
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Q333  Lord Dubs: You have partly answered my question but let me just get the remainder 

of it on record.  In your opening statement you gave an example of where there had been a sex 

htly tells me 

rther  Is it a 

rmation in order to give more helpful 

information to the police force that has requested the information? 

Mr Noble: If I could answer the first part, I would submit that it is very helpful.  What was 

y sending the 

ples in other 

onalities to it 

ly, regionally 

and globally countries’ police forces and intelligence services could be sharing more 

information; that is a fact. What we try to do is use example after example of where sharing 

ncourage that 

ne is lack of 

illingness on 

technically or 

legally to share the information with Interpol.  The example I would give you is in the area of 

DNA.  Our database is of anonymous DNA samples, so there are no privacy issues, but we 

know one day in the future Interpol’s database should include DNA profiles with some 

identifying information, like we have for fingerprints.  I hope that has given you some 

comfort in terms of how it helped the UK but also recognising that there are barriers that do 

exist. 

offender and where you established, to help the British police, that there was evidence that 

that same person had committed offences in a number of countries.  That slig

how it helps the British police but it does not really get them very much fu

constraint on your operations if you cannot get more info

sent to Interpol were crime scene samples of someone unknown to the UK.  B

crime scene sample to Interpol and by Interpol identifying other crime scene sam

countries, those countries can get together and find out whether there are comm

in order to help identify the person. With regard to sharing information, national

information helps facilitate the protection of the country concerned in order to e

sharing of information to occur.  There are, I would say, three barriers.  O

knowledge about what Interpol can do and how it does it.  Another is a lack of w

the part of a member country to share information and the third is the inability 
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Q334  Lord Avebury: You have just said that police forces with intelligence services could 

be of benefit if both of them shared more information than they do on a national basis.  Are 

han the police in any of 

s? 

pol databases 

menting and 

extending it to all law enforcement services in the UK, including immigration, including 

customs, and also giving access to the intelligence and security services to the extent that they 

are engaged in criminal-like investigations.  That is something that is currently under way in 

provision of 

identifiable DNA material from investigations.  Could you say what other obstacles exist to 

the effective exchange of information in respect of terrorism between agencies within 

countries and between countries? 

classification 

 information.  

ould be limits 

gionally, the 

intelligence services and many police services tend to be very concerned about information 

that is very sensitive getting in the wrong hands, and the nature of their training has been to 

h whom they 

have a good relationship or who come from countries with whom they have a good 

relationship.  It is just the nature of it.  The best way to overcome this obstacle is to say to 

someone in the intelligence service, “You have ten passport numbers that are associated with 

ten individuals that you believe are very dangerous and are suspected terrorists.  Unless you 

there any rights of access to the Interpol database by services other t

the member countries, such as customs and immigration and intelligence service

Mr Noble: The UK is one of the leading countries for extending access to Inter

beyond the Interpol NCB office.  The UK’s goal is in processing and imple

the UK and throughout Interpol member countries around the world. 

Q335  Lord Avebury: You have mentioned some obstacles that exist to the 

Mr Noble: Between agencies within countries, my Lord, there is a problem of 

and deciding what information to classify and who has access to that classified

Depending upon the rules and regulations and policies within a country there c

on the kind of information that is shared.  Beyond the country, if we go re

prevent that from occurring; so they tend to share information with people wit
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input those ten stolen passport numbers in Interpol’s database you will not know whether 

those ten are part of the five million that have been stolen”.  There is a fear to test the system 

rest to you is 

ries that have 

ountries as a 

st barrier is a 

lack of knowledge about what is possible and a lack of willingness to try.  Those are what I 

consider the greatest barriers to international police co-operation and national police co-

ll get into the 

in control of 

Afghanistan they had been members of Interpol.  Would people not have had reason to fear 

that if they had had access to the full range of Interpol information it would have got into the 

wrong hands? 

hat the entity 

 controls the 

 the member 

f information, 

levels of classification.  What we are saying is that a rule that you cannot share anything at 

any time is a wrong rule.  The rule should be, “Let us look at the information, let us look at 

 I would give 

you would be: assume that a country knows there is someone in possession of a bio-agent 

which, if it were released, could kill tens of thousands of people.  We would want that 

country’s police force or security agency to share the information with someone, not just keep 

it to itself.  I am not saying the country should share it with everyone, but my starting point is, 

and to search the system to determine whether or not someone who is of inte

known to someone else.  The final obstacle is that there are a number of count

prohibitions on their police services or intelligence services working in other c

matter of law, and that has to be respected.  From my point of view the greate

operation. 

Q336  Lord Avebury: Is it not legitimate to have some fear that information wi

wrong hands?  Supposing that during the period when the Taliban was 

Mr Noble: I think that is a fair comment but our response is that that shows t

involved does not know how Interpol works.  The member country that

information can say, “It cannot be shared outside this group of countries”, or

country can say, “Send it only to person A or person B”.  There are levels o

the risk and let us decide with whom we can share”.  The hypothetical example

10 



“Look at the information, look at the risk, decide what tools are available and then try to take 

the best decision that you can”.  However, I accept your point that not all information should 

be shared with all countries all of the time. 

proposals for 

 for what is 

called equivalent access, and also proposals to enhance the interoperability of the EU 

databases.  Do you support those ideas and are they practicable and have they implications for 

Interpol? 

 it is going to 

ecially on an 

 unfortunately 

not a UK citizen and I was required to complete this immigration card.  I was surprised that 

the immigration card did not ask me for my passport number.  I know Interpol has a database 

with over five million stolen passport numbers.  I say to myself, “If the interoperability does 

that we have 

, if it has been proven in every serious terrorist incident that a fraudulent passport has 

 such time as 

olen passport 

numbers.   

What we are saying is that there is an interim step that can be taken.  The UK is already 

n would not 

come into the UK, but assume there is an unknown terrorist in possession of a stolen passport.  

We need to find an interim solution to make sure that those people do not get into the UK.  

The example that I can give that is most compelling is that the former Prime Minister of 

Serbia, Mr Djindjic, was assassinated on March 12 2003.  The person arrested for his 

Q337  Lord Avebury: As you know, within the European Union there are 

enhancing access to information by law enforcement authorities and providing

Mr Noble: I strongly support the ideas.  I believe that the interoperability issue

be a very difficult issue to resolve and I believe Interpol has a role to play, esp

interim basis.  I will give you an example.  Last night I came into the UK.  I am

not work, if Interpol knows that there are over five million stolen passports 

access to

been used, why would the UK not want to know my passport number?”  Until

there is interoperability we are willing to let the UK download all of our st

taking it as it links to people who are wanted.  If someone is wanted that perso
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assassination had a stolen Croatian passport that was blank until it was made fraudulent.  That 

passport was used to get in and out of six countries in Europe, and Singapore, and was 

 or if that had 

orgive us for 

is a passport 

m country to 

country.  I strongly support Europe’s effort to share information and the UK’s effort to share 

information.  I say this sincerely on the record, and I have said it in speeches, that when it 

 is one of the leaders in the world.  The UK is 

at the forefront of pushing me as Secretary General and Interpol as an organisation to try to 

give countries more opportunities to share information. 

Q338  Viscount Ullswater: In your very helpful written evidence you have described the 

various databases that Interpol operates.  In fact, you listed by example at least six of them, 

and there may be more than that.  What rules are in place governing the storage and deletion 

ol or are they 

f the data that 

We satisfy the 

European standards, the global standards, for data protection.  We have a commission for the 

control of Interpol files that consists of three representatives from data protection agencies 

hey do spot-

checks, they make sure that the regulations that we have in place, which do satisfy 

international and European standards, are satisfied.  We were certified by the International 

Data Protection Certification Agency.  In terms of the accuracy of the information, that is the 

most difficult issue to resolve because what Interpol says is, “We will do our best to report 

stamped 26 times by immigration officers.  If that had been another head of state

resulted in tens of thousands of people being killed, our citizens would never f

not trying to give access to information that has no privacy issue because it 

number, in order to prevent someone from getting into a country or moving fro

comes to sharing information nationally the UK

of data?  Am I right in thinking that these databases are held centrally by Interp

held in the 182 member countries, and how does Interpol validate the accuracy o

it holds? 

Mr Noble: You are correct that Interpol does have centrally located databases.  

throughout the world plus an Executive Committee member from Interpol.  T

12 



accurately what a member country has told us”.  If a member country says that person A is 

wanted for murder we will communicate accurately what person A’s description is, based on 

mine whether 

what Interpol 

ember countries learn what other countries believe or have said about people of 

interest to them. 

Q339  Viscount Ullswater: That is a very interesting answer because what I would like to 

pursue a little bit further is that obviously some of the databases contain factual information, 

st people and 

ut others are concerned with much more 

sensitive information, such as details of terrorist suspects.  Are there special arrangements for 

handling the ones which are suspects and the factual ones? 

Mr Noble: Yes, it is a very complex question.  What I would say is that we say to member 

d like to have 

ccess to that 

u are worried 

t information 

back”.  If someone makes an inquiry of Interpol, we will say, “Contact the UK” or “contact 

Germany” or “contact Japan for further information”.  From our perspective, we try to put 

member countries in contact with one another about people who are of interest to them for 

having been engaged, or being suspected of having been engaged, in serious crime.  It is not 

my goal to have the most sensitive information.  My goal is to have identifying criteria that 

will help a member country decide whether the person of interest to it is the same person 

what we have received, and what he is wanted for.  In terms of the proof to deter

or not the person did commit murder, that is information we cannot verify, so 

does is help m

including criminal convictions.  You were talking about a suspect at one moment but, putting 

aside the facts of the case, obviously you do record criminal convictions again

stolen passports.  These are the factual side, b

countries, “When you give us information, decide what other countries you woul

access to that information and what other people you would like to have a

information and only give us that information.  If there is information that yo

about being so sensitive that it might get to someone beyond that, hold tha

13 



about whom another country has given us information.  It is a very complex question.  I hope 

I have at least aided you somewhat in understanding how it works. 

ter: I am sure it must be very difficult in practice to be able to 

ber countries 

share the ways in which they approach it.  I will give you an example.  You might not believe 

it initially but trust me that it is true.  One of my biggest concerns as Secretary General was to 

have information about a suspected terrorist that I was not permitted to share with another 

ave prevented 

anization, for 

we would ask 

our member countries to share information on suspected terrorists that we could share with all 

countries.  At the first meeting we had, 39 countries attended – all suspicious, all believing 

that this would not work, all very critical of the idea, calling it not realistic.  Now, two years 

rorists we did 

 might have 

pends, but at 

 groups there 

are efforts and opportunities for us to exchange more information.  With our Fusion Task 

Force which concentrates on fighting terrorism, every country knows that if they give us a 

name, we share it with everyone.  If you do not want to share it with everyone, in the margins 

of the meeting you can exchange information; you can give out contacts for later.  If it is in 

Interpol’s database as a result of our Fusion Task Force, we share it with everyone.  So far, it 

has proved quite successful. 

Q340  Viscount Ullswa

organise that sort of structure. 

Mr Noble: It is very difficult.  That is why we have working groups where mem

country because I knew that, if that information had been shared and it could h

the killing of scores or thousands of people, no one would forgive me or my org

the reason that you mentioned, that we have to ask, “Can I share it?”  We said 

later, we have 117 countries participating and over 2,000 names of suspected ter

not have on our database before.  Depending upon who the person is, we

a photograph, we might have fingerprints, we might have specific details, it de

least we have names that we did not have before.  Now at these same working

14 



Q341  Chairman: May I revert to a question which I think was asked but I am not sure I 

heard an answer?  Do you have standing rules about the deletion of information? 

Mr Noble: Yes, we do. 

ogise for not 

having done so.  We have specific rules concerning the processing of police information:  

specific deletion of rules, specific updating of rules, et cetera.  The Commission for the 

Control of Interpol’s Files, an independent entity, oversees the way in which we function and 

each year is required to give a report to our membership about whether we have been in 

compliance with the rules or not. 

 to which you 

referred earlier?  I fully understand the significance of the point you made about stolen 

passports and the need to have such information.  This is my question.  The EU has currently 

g Member States to transfer data on lost and stolen 

om Member 

 you need an 

Mr Noble: We believe that the EU, which has in its Schengen Information System 

approximately 10 million stolen passport numbers, should share that information with 

ision and we 

believe it needs to be implemented as soon as possible.  We currently have 5,589,568 stolen 

passports and the largest contributing countries are from the EU.  We say that it is important 

to the EU to know whether the stolen passport is being used in the EU or outside the EU.  

That is why an EU system alone will never work; it must be a system that is global, where the 

Q342  Chairman: I apologise if you have already answered that. 

Mr Noble: No, my Lord Chairman, you are correct, I did not answer it.  I apol

Q343  Lord Dubs: Mr Noble, may I go back to the question of stolen passports,

under consideration proposals requirin

passports.  Is this necessary or do you not already have enough information fr

States provided to you on an individual Member State basis?  In other words, do

EU system to improve on the present position? 

Interpol.  The EU has taken a decision to that effect.  We embrace that dec

15 



EU has access but other countries have access as well.  That is what we have built and that is 

what we have given countries access to around the world. 

hat you want 

 or are you 

ot do anything that Interpol 

cannot do anyway, provided the individual Member States give you the data? 

Mr Noble: The Schengen Information System is a good system.  It works well and it allows 

the European Union to do things that it otherwise could not do.  There are some items in the 

on System, or 

umbers is an 

mple, the EU 

Member countries and countries around the world would put the stolen motor vehicle 

information in once; that same entry would go to the Schengen system and to the Interpol 

system.  A bobby on the beat stops someone; she puts in the identification number; it comes 

ystem.  I am 

he Schengen 

ut it does not 

o not want to 

get into the fight with the Schengen Information System and say, “I want to take something 

at least go to 

t should not only go to 

Schengen.  I hope that has been clear—and has kept me out of trouble! 

Q345  Chairman: Have you noticed, since the enlargement of the EU to 25 Members, any 

significant difference in your relationship with the Schengen Information System? 

Q344  Lord Dubs: To be sure that I have understood that, are you saying that w

is close co-operation between Interpol and the Schengen Information System

saying that the Schengen Information System on its own does n

Schengen Information System that do not need to be in the Schengen Informati

do not need to be only in the Schengen Information System:  stolen passport n

example.  We believe that, if you use our stolen motor vehicle database as an exa

back a hit whether it is from the Schengen system or from the Interpol s

submitting that where the stolen travel document database is concerned, t

Information System does not need to have that database.  If it has it, it can, b

need to have it.  We can provide the same information coming from Interpol.  I d

from you”.  I am simply saying that when the information is entered, it should 

Interpol.  If it goes to Interpol and Schengen, that is all right but i
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Mr Noble: No.  There is something about joining a new club that makes it seem more 

interesting than being a member of an existing club.  It is not true here in the House of Lords, 

me their best 

70 countries 

ies, “Join the 

 one hundred 

per cent success rate.  When I advertise the number one position for specialised crimes at 

Interpol, and because we are not a wealthy organisation, I say, “Member country, you have to 

the head of a 

, I would get 

 of personnel 

here are scarce resources, the movement tends to come from 

Interpol so that we do not have the depth in personnel that we once had; we do not have the 

political support that we once had.   

th n the ground 

 mark around 

rom the other 

Union, the reaction was to find a European Union solution instead of saying, “What other 

institutions do we need to reinforce and build up?”  Being invited to testify before you today 

for me has been an honour because my member countries will say, “There is a legislative 

interest in the work of Interpol”.  Before coming here, I met with the Interpol staff at NCIS to 

speak to them and I proudly said, “Your House of Lords invited me, your Secretary General, 

to give evidence and that has never happened before”.  There is no problem in terms of the 

I know!  Every day I am fighting in Interpol to get member countries to send 

police officers to help keep their countries and their regions safe.  I have 

represented in Interpol offices around the world.  When the EU says to countr

EU.  You need to pay dues.  Send a liaison officer”, they all do it.  They have a

pay for it”, I might get three applications, maybe five applications.  That is for 

specialised crime unit for Interpol.  I know that if I could pay like Europol pays

70 applications or 700 applications.  I have noticed that there is a movement

towards the EU and, since t

Yet, when the March 11  terrorist attacks occurred in Madrid, Interpol was o

with the Spanish authorities helping them process information, sending a finger

the world, producing wanted persons’ notices to keep Spain and Europe safer f

attacks that were planned.  When the countries got together afterwards from the European 
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Schengen Information System as a result of the expansion of the European Union.  There is 

just a problem in scarce resources being even scarcer as it relates to Interpol. 

Chairman: I can assure you, Mr Noble, the honour is mutual. 

sts at Interpol 

r States instead of, as you say, having to be 

funded by an individual member that supplies that officer? 

Mr Noble: I wish I had written that question for you because my statement is:  yes, it would 

be but at Interpol prior to September 11th we were not as vibrant, as operational.  The threat 

t has grown, 

 was then the 

e had in our 

history.  In percentage terms, it is high; in pound terms, it is really insignificant.  If I had a 

dream that could be fulfilled and I could have paid posts and still remain in office, then I 

would say, “Yes, that is the model we should move to”.  That is the model NCIS has moved 

e best people.  

 have only so 

offices.  You 

say, “I have just received a letter from the Secretary General of Interpol saying he needs more 

people”.  They might say, “Ron, I have just the person for you”.  That does not happen but if 

you have a need for bodies and you cannot pay the institution involved, then you are not 

going to be able to be as selective as you otherwise would.  That is why we get three 

applications for jobs and Europol gets 70 applications for them.  If I could pay, we would get 

700 applications. 

Q346  Lord Avebury: Would it not be a good idea then if more of the top po

were paid for out of the subscriptions of Membe

was not understood by the world as it has been understood since.  Our budge

thanks to a person whom I am going to have to identify here, John Abbott.  He

Director of NCIS who supported the most significant budget increase we hav

to.  That is the model anyone would move to if you wanted to be able to hire th

I say this with all due respect to my member countries.   

Imagine you have a person in your country who is a problem for you but you

many offices you can send the person to and he or she has been through all the 

18 



Q347  Viscount Ullswater: Before we leave this Schengen Information System area of 

questioning, I would very much like to ask:  are there any databases in the Schengen 

perhaps? 

Interpol.  We 

.  If we have 

nt the same 

information to Interpol.  From Interpol’s perspective, what I have done as Secretary General 

is to say to Europol, “You have access to all of our databases”.  I have a Europol Liaison 

 officers who 

joint working 

 System.  We 

stem.  That is 

why the Schengen Information System has about 10 million stolen travel documents and we 

have five million for the whole world, which means that when a country asks us whether a 

 Schengen.  If 

e believe that 

terpol should 

vel documents.  Also, with regard to euro 

unterfeiting threat will be a threat based on evidence 

ere is a great 

ere for the sharing to occur both ways, my Lord. 

Q348  Baroness Gibson of Market Rasen: You mentioned earlier about sensitive 

information falling into wrong hands.  Can you tell us about the data protection arrangements 

that Interpol has? 

Information System that are not shared with Interpol?  I am thinking of Eurodac 

Mr Noble: Everything in the Schengen Information System is not shared with 

are not authorised to have access to anything in the Schengen Information System

the information, it is because a country from the European Union has se

officer in Interpol headquarters in Lyon.  We have told the European Liaison

work in Europol that they can have access to all of our databases.  We have 

groups.  I have given access to all our information to the Schengen Information

are not an authorised entity for any information in the Schengen Information Sy

particular passport is stolen, if the country is outside of Schengen, it cannot ask

it asks Interpol, we say no, but we are then giving back many false negatives.  W

there must be some information in the Schengen Information System that In

have access to, the first of which would be stolen tra

counterfeiting, we know that the euro co

outside the European Union and not just inside the European Union.  I think th

opportunity th
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Mr Noble: We have data protection rules which make it clear that the country sending the 

information dictates to what countries it can be shared and the limitations on where it can be 

nly go to the 

n the country 

t is sent to the 

o not share it 

with anyone unless it is authorised.  Our Commission for the Control of Interpol Files 

examines us and does spot checks to make sure we are adhering to the rules and regulations 

 that we have 

ndermine the 

st four years, 

e Control of 

Interpol Files has been a very positive review.  That is not to say that there are not areas 

gulations, we 

eak about the 

ontrols on the 

Mr Noble: I have learned a lot from attending international meetings with UK citizens.  There 

is an expression that at the beginning I thought was a compliment but by the end I learnt was 

le who make 

statements like that are sincere in their belief but they are not familiar with Interpol’s rules 

and regulations and how we have changed over the last four years.  I really believe it is too 

easy to say that there are legal barriers to sharing information because we know it is 

a problem that exists nationally and regionally.  I believe Interpol has demonstrated over the 

shared after that point.  A member country could say, “This information can o

NCB of country A, or country B, or country C”.  Then it is up to the NCB i

concerned to make sure that that request is met.  As it relates to information tha

general secretariat in Lyon and we are told “don’t share this with anyone”, we d

on information that we receive.  It is a very rigorous process and it is something

to be very conscious of because the one time that we breach that, it will u

willingness of all countries to share that information with us.  So far, over the la

each assessment and review we have received under the Commission for th

identified where we need to improve, but, in terms of respecting our rules and re

have been satisfying very high standards. 

Q349  Baroness Gibson of Market Rasen: That is very helpful.  Can you sp

recent comments of the UK Information Commissioner that the limited data c

data transmitted to Interpol affect Interpol’s effectiveness? 

not.  The person would say, “That sounds very interesting”.  I believe peop
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last four years that more people have been arrested than before, that information is being 

shared about more people than before, that we have more countries co-operating than before.  

ething about 

pond to your 

swer is:  I do not agree with the statement made by the distinguished 

Information Commissioner. 

Q350  Earl of Caithness: Mr Noble, in your written evidence to us you said that was futile 

for Europe just to co-operate within itself.  How would you like to see the co-operation 

, I would like 

r to share our 

ideas and views with the EU entity involved.  That has happened with the European Police 

Chiefs’ Task Force.  We have recently been included as an observer and we have been able to 

make contributions.  I believe that the EU needs to think about Interpol being one of many 

riticise where 

er countries.  

nterpol is not 

controlled by any political entity, we do not have the support but we also do not receive 

criticism, but if you do not have the support and you do not receive criticism, you are not 

going to improve.  I would like recognition by the EU along the lines of health.  If there was 

an international health problem, WHO would be considered.  Or, if there was an international 

monetary problem, it would be the IMF or the World Bank.  If there is an international crime 

problem, it should be Interpol.  I do not want to control anything.  I simply want us to be 

I believe we have made great progress but a smart person can always find som

Interpol that does not sit well with a specific issue.  Am I prepared to res

question?  The short an

between Interpol and the EU expanded into a better basis? 

Mr Noble: Any time the EU considers a crime problem of importance to the EU

Interpol be invited to the table, whether as an observer or as a participant, in orde

tools available to it which the EU needs to make use of, to support, and to c

appropriate.  I believe that is just not happening at the highest levels of Memb

This is not a criticism; it is a natural reaction that countries have to problems.  You talk to 

your national police officers or you talk to institutions that you control.  Since I
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considered an available tool that needs to be managed in the correct way in order to provide 

the best services possible. 

 the work of 

r work as complementary or are you working on the 

Mr Noble: That is a very good question.  If Europol did not have the name Europol, if it was 

called the European Police Agency, then I would say that we would serve Europol like we 

would any other client we have, whether it is the FBI, NCIS or the National Crime Squad.  

ulations, and 

 a sub-set of 

hes to share 

information.  It has created this structure, this entity, and this entity needs our support like 

national police institutions do, and so we give Europol access to databases, as we do our 

Interpol offices”.  We have projects that we work on together, as we do with our member 

operational police support 

organisation like Interpol.  It has a different mandate and it is still looking for its mission 

statement; it is still looking for its identity.  Our identity is very clear.  Europol is an entity 

 work with and we want to support, but it is far different from Interpol. 

Q352  Lord Avebury: I was wondering whether you have regular meetings with the 

Counter-Terrorism Co-ordinator and whether that is a way of preventing this duplication or 

overlap? 

Mr Noble: You are speaking about whom specifically? 

Q351  Earl of Caithness: Taking that a little further, if you are looking at

Europol and at your work, do you see you

same footprint and therefore you are duplicating? 

Europol  is not at all related to Interpol; it does not follow the same rules and reg

it does not have the same mission statement.  It should not be thought of as

Interpol, because it is not.  When I think of Europol, I say, “Europe wis

countries.   

But Europol is not a 24 hours a day, seven days a week 

that we
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Q353  Lord Avebury: The European Counter-Terrorism Co-ordinator, Mr de Vries. 

Mr Noble: I have not had regular meetings with him.  I have had one very fruitful meeting 

 play, but the 

itions.  It does 

 have meetings.  The problem I think is much more structural 

Chairman: You and other members of the Committee might like to have a look at 

is job. 

ng house for 

or local crime 

u make your 

information available to the Schengen Information System, to Europol.  If they would do the 

same, they could get on and do their work better and you would have a bigger database as 

a result? 

vide database 

 that we are 

 to be shared 

tions that we 

perform in the area of providing operational police support.  One example is that when there 

is a terrorist incident anywhere in the world, we send a team there to try to help them, not 

onally go the 

way that they should.  We have the ability to work in four languages 24 hours a day:  English, 

French, Arabic and Spanish.  We also try to develop standards for DNA, for fingerprints, for 

transmission, for the ways in which arrest notices are transmitted around the world.  We have 

working group meetings on anti-terrorism and human trafficking.  A success story for the UK 

with him to try to make sure that he recognises that we have an important role to

European Union, when it tries to resolve a problem, tends to look at its own intu

help to have meetings.  We try to

than based on personality, to be honest. 

yesterday’s Financial Times in which there was an article by Mr de Vries about h

Q354  Earl of Caithness: Would you like to see yourself more as a cleari

information on crime so that you provide the database and then you let regional 

squads, the police, take the information?  You seem to be saying that yo

Mr Noble: I believe one of our core functions is to have the ability to pro

services to member countries around the world.  That is definitely something

moving towards, and we are saying that to the extent that you want information

accurately, quickly and efficiently, we should do that, but there are other func

investigate the case nationally necessarily but to make sure the links internati
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is a case in the US where a company was selling the right to have access to images of children 

being sexually exploited for $29.95 a month and there were subscribers from around the 

sent it to our 

rrants.  It was 

with Interpol 

 Interpol not 

analysed it and sent it to member countries, Operation Ore might not have happened.  Yes, 

databases and data services, operational police support and putting in place a global 

t role to play 

u to give the 

tee a brief comment on how you see the rest of the world?  We have talked a lot about 

nd the other 

you know, of 

rong hands?  

ke you would 

not believe.  It is just a day-to-day fight.  I used to be in charge of four of the US’s largest law 

enforcement agencies.  I have strong personal relationships with people in those agencies.  It 

 relations and 

multilateral relations that can solve just about any problem.  Here is how bad it was.  It is not 

this bad now.  Following September 11th, in order to find out who the US was searching for 

arrest worldwide, we would monitor all public sources – television, internet and newspapers – 

to see what names were listed.  Then we would contact the US and say, “Please ask us to look 

world.  Interpol got the data, 60,000 names, divided it into country files and 

member countries.  From that, the UK executed over 500 search and arrest wa

called in the UK Operation Ore, but you did not hear that Operation Ore began 

Operation Landslide.  Had the US not sent the information to Interpol, had

communication system, are functions in which I believe Interpol has an importan

for the EU, for the UK and for the world. 

Earl of Caithness: That is very helpful.  May I broaden this a little bit for yo

Commit

the EU but how is your own country of America responding to Interpol a

countries? 

Q355  Chairman: Could I add a supplementary to that?  Could you tell us, if 

cases where information provided by Interpol has actually ended up in the w

Please answer Lord Caithness’s question first. 

Mr Noble: I have battles with the US to get the US to co-operate with Interpol li

is a fight.  I have said this publicly:  the US believes that it can have bilateral
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at our databases to see whether or not these names exist”.  It took the Attorney General of the 

United States (the Honorable John Ashcroft) coming to Interpol headquarters and my saying 

d.  He did not 

essage.  Just 

therlands and 

check on our 

database?”  The answer was, “No, it is too sensitive”.  We read the newspaper the next day or 

two days later and we saw the names in the newspaper.  We ran those names against our 

se share more 

lly what they 

 her name for 

ext step does 

not usually happen.  Denmark is one of our strongest co-operating countries.  Every time 

Denmark arrests someone, even if it has all the evidence they need, it sends the fingerprints, 

enmark sent 

 that he was 

et a negative 

answer from us.  If you send us the name of someone and we say he or she is unknown to 

Interpol, that response would be valid only as of that date, but your inquiry goes into our 

database, the trace of it.  If, within five years, we receive another request about that same 

person, we can say, as we did for Serbia, “The person you asked us about two years ago has 

just been arrested by Denmark.  Please contact them directly”.   

Africa:  we believe that in order to communicate, you have to have a communications system 

in place.  Because we are not a wealthy organisation, we designed this global communications 

to him, “There can be no security risk if you had a press conference”.  He agree

know about the problem it.  The next day, the FBI and other institutions got the m

recently, with the Van Gogh murder in the Netherlands, we contacted the Ne

asked, “Do you have any names?  Is there anything you would like us to 

databases and then said, “We have information on some of these names.  Plea

names with us”.  It is just a day to day struggle to get countries to do internationa

do naturally nationally.  Nationally, when you arrest someone, you check his or

fingerprints against national databases.  It just happens by rote.  Taking it the n

the name and a photograph to Interpol.  Just as I was preparing my testimony, D

us information about a drug trafficker about whom Interpol had information

wanted by Serbia for arrest on murder.  

 From Interpol’s perspective, what people do not realise is that you never g
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system that relies on secure internet encryption we can put in our member countries.  We got 

a number of countries to pay for large aspects of the system themselves in order for us to be 

hould be.  In 

 Africa.  We 

 is a problem 

frican country or an African country has a view, they have a communications system 

with us.   

I came back from Pakistan recently.  We know Pakistan is on the front line of the anti-terrorist 

  Pakistan can 

nd leaves the 

e world 790 

, but Pakistan 

wants to extend this beyond the NCB to their provinces and to the drug trafickers.  They do 

not have the money.  They have asked Interpol for the money.  I tell them that we can take a 

 to Pakistan.  I 

ecause if the 

he world that 

182 member countries, some wealthy, some not so wealthy, some who co-

operate, some who do not co-operate.  We try to keep lifting the playing field, thinking that 

that one case can make the difference and then promoting that activity.  That is why this 

opportunity helps.   

With regard to your question, My Lord Chairman, I am not aware of any information that has 

come to Interpol getting into the wrong hands.  I am also not aware of information in the 

country from where I come getting into the wrong hands, but it is that fear of getting into the 

able to pay for Africa because their telecommunications system is not what it s

Africa, we are going to put in place a satellite communications system for

connected the first country, Tanzania, to this last week, which means that if there

in an A

efforts.  Pakistan has one of the most robust border control systems in the world.

now obtain the name, photograph and passport number of anyone who enters a

country.  Over the last year, Pakistan has given member countries around th

positive hits of people who have entered or left Pakistan who were interesting

system from one of our offices here and we will find five or six systems to give

say the world should give Pakistan the money to put these systems in place b

terrorists can be caught in Pakistan, that will keep the rest of the world safer.  T

we live in has 
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wrong hands that the intelligence community and the law enforcement community use time 

and time again for not sharing information. 

y in terms of 

ed to hazard 

out how good Britain is, taking Denmark as the yardstick?  I do not want to get 

you into trouble. 

Mr Noble: I would like to answer your question slightly differently from the way in which it 

was posed.  In terms of our database of names of wanted persons or suspected criminals, the 

  The country 

 be a positive 

r vehicles on 

our database, that happens to be the UK, but it has also received many positive hits in that 

regard, but not the most.  In terms of our stolen travel document database, the UK downloads 

the information once a week and for stolen motor vehicles every night.  In terms of our 

 Department 

t.  There are 

 the best is in 

es of people who are arrested in 

Denmark, in order to determine whether or not they are wanted around the world.  I have 

182 member countries and they are all voting members, and so in my view they are all equal 

when it comes to the important role they play at Interpol. 

Chairman: The lady sitting on your left unidentified is my predecessor as Chairman of this 

sub-committee, Lady Harris of Richmond, who has a brief question. 

Q356  Lord Dubs: You mentioned that Denmark was a particularly good countr

being diligent in supplying you with information.  Would you be prepar

a comment ab

number one country in the world in terms of searching that database is the UK.

that has received the most positive hits has been the UK.  This is not going to

statement but it is a fact:  in terms of the country that has the most stolen moto

working group meetings, the UK always participates.  The Metropolitan Police

has put in place I-24/7, our communications system, and is sending an analys

many areas where the UK is a leader, but the area in which I said Denmark is

systematically sending us the fingerprints and the nam
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Q357  Baroness Harris of Richmond: It is a very brief question.  Mr Noble, your written 

evidence fascinated me so much that I had to come along and see you for myself.  My 

r convicted?  

ply get it on 

 could then be proved to be entirely innocent, and then 

Mr Noble: I am embarrassed to say that when I became Secretary General I believed our files 

had the convictions of people.  In fact, they do not have the convictions of people unless the 

olice support 

st to them.  If 

ge they say, “He has committed three 

ad committed 

three terrorist acts, but the record of conviction is not in our files.   

Convictions can be of interest to us and there seemed to me to be a void when the rapist 

parently was 

urn up that he 

bout him, we perhaps would have said, “He is under 

investigation”, but we would not have known whether he was convicted.  In fact, going back 

to another question, we do not have a file of convictions unless it is related to an investigation 

 an EU-wide 

counter-terrorism capability?  What role does Interpol play in this area? 

Mr Noble: Training is very important.  It is an area in which we have been the weakest so far.  

We were fortunate enough to be invited to Bramshill to participate in a training course.  We 

were so impressed that we asked Bramshill to send us two of their training course designers to 

question is simply around the “arrested” bit of your evidence.  Is it arrested o

When you receive all the information on fingerprints and names, do you sim

people who have been arrested, who

you retain that, or have they been convicted? 

convictions are related to the investigation.  Interpol is an operational p

institution that helps member country police forces investigate people of intere

they say, “Person X is of interest to us” and in the messa

terrorist acts and we are worried about a fourth”, then we would know that he h

murderer from France, who committed rapes and murders in Belgium, ap

permitted to work in Belgium because the background check they did did not t

had been convicted.  Had they asked us a

that a member country is making about a person. 

Q358  Earl of Listowel: How important is training in the development of
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come to Interpol.  They met with all our senior staff.  They designed a training strategy for 

Interpol that we have adopted in part; we could not adopt it fully because it was a bit too 

ope to have a 

 number one 

ining.  When 

aid the great 

difficulty for the UK is that if it receives a training request from a country, the FBI might 

receive a training request and the Australian Federal Police might receive a training request 

ing what the others are doing.  The idea of 

having an entity where countries could send requests and offers of training would be 

something which Interpol could improve on and add value. 

Q359  Earl of Listowel: In terms of exchanging personnel from one country to another in 

order to promote training and share capabilities in that fashion, are there limits on your 

resources that prevent you from assisting or is that something that you would like to assist 

 office and in 

ol or going to 

enhances his or her professional development and also provides 

t.  We would 

es, that would 

Q360  Chairman: Mr Noble, thank you very much indeed.  We are extremely grateful to you 

for coming here, as I said earlier, but also for the very full, frank and helpful answers that you 

have given to our questions.  May I also thank Mr Williamson, from NCIS, your colleague 

ambitious.  We have created the post of Assistant Director for Training.  We h

much more robust training effort in the future than we have had so far.  The

request from member countries around the world we receive is to improve our tra

I met with Sir John Stevens Commissioner of the Metropolitan Police, he s

and they all go about providing training not know

with? 

Mr Noble: Yes.  We have 70 countries’ police forces represented in our main

our regional offices.  We believe that having a police officer coming to Interp

one of our regional offices 

the opportunity for him or her to give his or her country added value or suppor

like to be able to offer training at Interpol as the UK and other countries do.  Y

be something we would welcome. 
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30 

behind you.  I know you have a very tight timetable as you have a flight to catch this 

afternoon but I hope you will both come and join me for a quick lunch.. 

 an uplifting 

vidence here.  

our member 

offer to visit 

Interpol’s General Secretariat in Lyon at any time that is convenient to you and we will try to 

show you first-hand what we do. 

Mr Noble: My Lord Chairman, let me say, in closing, that it really has been

moment, not just for me but for my entire organisation, to be invited to provide e

I can assure you that we will try to improve the services we provide to all 

countries.  I would extend to each of you individually or collectively an 


